MINUTES
CITY OF LONSDALE
PARK AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD
March 8, 2011

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Jeanette Utecht, Micki Ziskovsky, Kevin Kodada, Laura Carpentier, and Shelly
Narum

MEMBERS ABSENT:
None

STAFF PRESENT:
City Planner Benjamin Baker, Parks Maintenance Worker Jeff Heller, and Public
Works Director Russ Vlasak

1. CALL TO ORDER
Chairperson Kodada called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm in the Council Chambers
at 415 Central Street West.

2. AGENDA
A motion was made by Carpentier and seconded by Ziskovsky to approve the agenda
as presented. Vote for: Utecht, Ziskovsky, Kodada, Carpentier, and Narum; Against:
None. Vote 5-0. Motion carried.

3. MINUTES
A motion was made by Carpentier and seconded by Ziskovsky to approve the minutes
from the February 8, 2011 regular meeting. Vote for: Utecht, Ziskovsky, Kodada,
Carpentier, and Narum; Against: None. Vote 5-0. Motion carried.

4., PUBLIC COMMENT
None

5. PUBLIC HEARING
None

6. GENERAL BUSINESS

a. Consider Approval of the Redbird Booster Club as the April-May-June Green
Team
Baker mentioned that when packets were delivered that the Redbird Booster Club
was the only application on file at City Hall. He said that the City did receive
anther application on March 7" from the Montgomery-Lonsdale Hockey
Association; however, they marked “July-August-September” and “October-
November-December” as their priority months, and the Booster Club marked

Page 1 of 4



“April-May-June”. Utecht suggested approving the Redbird Booster Club
because they have not had the opportunity to serve as the Green Team yet.

A motion was made by Utecht and seconded by Carpentier to recommend
approval of the Redbird Booster Club as the April-May-June Green Team. Vote
for: Utecht, Ziskovsky, Kodada, Carpentier, and Narum; Against: None. Vote 5-
0. Motion carried.

Discuss and Plan and Phase 11 of the Lonsdale-MnDOT Joint Roadside
Landscaping Partnership

The Park Board reviewed a proposed landscaping plan for State Project 6602-969
submitted by Dan Gullickson (dated 3/3/11). The Board compared the
landscaping plan to a Rice County aerial photo map. Baker mentioned that he did
notify MnDOT that their right-of-way map does not matchup with the right-of-
way width shown on Rice County’s Hwy 19. He asked the Board to provide
initial comments on the proposed plan.

All the Park Board members agreed that the overall proposed landscape plan
looks good. They mentioned that the berm shown on Page 4 should curve closer
to Hwy 19 in the shape of a banana. They also said that the line of Black Hills
Spruce should be extended along the top of the extended berm. The Board
members said that the extended berm and additional trees should help block light
coming from the welcome sign ground lights. Baker noted that a few initial
complaints were received concerning stray light supposedly hindering some
traveler’s visibility at the Co Rd 2 & Hwy 19 intersection. Vlasak noted that the
City has not received any more complaints since the Public Works Department
placed tape over some of the welcome sign ground lights. Kodada asked City
staff to verify how tall the berm contours shown on the map are. Carpentier asked
if the Northern Catalpa trees would create too much of a mess. The Park Board
agreed that they should try to complete the entire project as proposed on the plan
by the end Fall 2011. The Board mentioned that they would rather not drag out
the project for another year and finalize State Project 6602-969 this year.

Carpentier mentioned that any new trees need to be wrapped before winter. Baker
said that the Lonsdale Snow Wizards were okay with moving their Hwy 19 spur
trail around the proposed plantings. Heller mentioned that there may be some
private utilities located near the proposed plantings. Baker said that
representatives from MnDOT are planning to attend the April 12" meeting to
review the proposed project in further detail.

Continue Discussion of the City-Wide Trail System and Trail Planning

Baker provided the Park Board with an updated trails plan based on input
received by the Board members at their February 8" meeting and initial
comments made by Jean Meyer of the MnDOT Planning Department. Baker
mentioned that MnDOT would probably allow an at-grade crossing at 8™ Avenue
NE and 3™ Avenue NE but would not allow for a crossing at 15™ Avenue SE.
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The Board discussed the plan and provided City staff with feedback. The Board
suggested the following changes to the trails map:

e Add a proposed box culvert at the intersection of Co Rd 2 and Hwy 19

e Add a proposed sidewalk on the west-side of Main Street South, between the
proposed Harmony Meadows trail and Colorado Street SW

e Add a proposed sidewalk on the east-side of Main Street North, between
Birch Street and Fig Street.

e Show the proposed regional trails and proposed sidewalks in different colors

Kodada stated that the proposed tails and sidewalks would probably be funded
along with reconstruction projects or with the development of new subdivisions.

. Continue Discussion on the 2011 Park & Recreation Commission Goal & Priority
Setting

The Board was presented with an updated “Future Parks and Trails Improvement
Projects and Priorities Spreadsheet” (dated March 2011). They were also
provided with a recreation catalog showing small play equipment options/prices
and an aquatic playground book to look through. Baker said that the priority
projects improvement plan is dependent on two large-scale project items: 1)
Jaycee Park — Skate Park Project, and 2) Sticha Park — Volleyball Courts. He
asked the Board to discuss and determine the size, scope, and location of these
two items in order to adequately plan for other future park and trail
improvements. Included with the staff report was a proposed site plan for Sticha
Park (showing two volleyball courts located on the east-side of the softball field),
a revised site plan for Sticha Park (showing two volleyball courts located on the
west-side of the softball field), and some examples of possible skate park layouts
and associated prices. Baker also noted that the spreadsheet now includes a
section for small-scale project (under $5,000) and private initiatives, such as a
community garden project or dog park. The Board briefly reviewed the dog park
project and possible funding sources.

Kodada read through the list of proposed projects, and the Board discussed each
item. Narum voiced her support in keeping “splash pad planning” on the
spreadsheet. Ziskovsky said that it would be nice to have a large sandbox for
children to play in at Sticha Park. The Board agreed that the proposed sand
volleyball courts could be utilized as a sandbox while not in use by volleyball
players. After further discussion, the Board directed Vlasak and Heller to map
out an area for the sand volleyball courts on the west-side of the softball fields
once the snow is melted. Kodada stated that the Public Works Department should
be able to construct the courts in more of a north-south direction this Spring or
Summer. Vlasak said that it should not be too difficult to relocate the courts again
in the future, if need be. Carpentier noted that she would still prefer that the
volleyball courts be located on the east-side of the softball field.

Page 3 of 4



The Park Board members also discussed the Skate Park Project in great detail.
They brought up many pros and cons, including the following discussion points
and questions:

e Should $42,000 be spent to pave the entire Jaycee Park Ice Rink to ensure
proper drainage, smooth ice, and a large skate park area, or does it make more
sense to pave 1/3 of the rink (the determined size for a small skate park) for
$16,000, therefore leaving more money for other future projects

e Does it make sense to put $42,000 into an ice rink that is not the correct
dimensions for ice/roller hockey

e Is there another possible location for the skate park that makes more sense like
Trenda Memorial Park

e Should the tennis court be considered as a possible location, since the court
faces the wrong direction and pavement surface repairs are needed

e Should an existing recreational amenities (tennis) be forfeited for new
amenities (skate park)

After much discussion, the Board directed City staff to research a few more
options for the skate park, and they decided to continue the discussion at their
April meeting.

7. MISCELLANEOUS

Kodada stated that Rice County is organizing a county-wide Olympics Day on
June 23, 2011 along with the Statewide Health Improvement Program.

Kodada mentioned that Knecht’s Nurseries & Landscaping is now providing
Lonsdale community-supporters and/or organizations the opportunity to sponsor
tree(s) plantings. Utecht stated that her family adopted a tree at Knecht’s booth at
the Lonsdale Showcase event. Baker mentioned that once 10 — 15 trees are
adopted then the Park Board can locate and plant all the trees at once.

8. ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Utecht and seconded by Ziskovsky to adjourn the meeting.
Vote for: Utecht, Ziskovsky, Kodada, Carpentier, and Narum; Against: None. Vote
5-0. Motion carried. The meeting ended at 7:50 pm.

Respectfully Submitted:

Benjamin Baker, City Planner
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