MINUTES
CITY OF LONSDALE
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JANUARY 29,2026

. CALLTO ORDER

Mayor Berg called a meeting of the Lonsdale City Council to order at 7:00 p.m. in the City
Council Chambers, 103 15" Ave SE.

. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.
. ROLL CALL
Members Present: Brian Wermerskirchen, Kari Miller, Tom Berg, James Vosejpka,
and Scott Pelava
Members Absent: None
City Staff Present: City Administrator Joel Erickson, Fire Chief Joe Pumper, Police
Chief Jason Schmitz, and Community Development Planner Cory
Hinz-Ibarra
. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Mayor Berg asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the agenda.
Erickson requested the addition of New Agenda Items j. Consider Approval of the L.G220
Gambling Application from the Sons of the American Legion Squadron #586 and 1. Discuss
Joint Meeting with the EDA. A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Vosejpka to
approve the agenda with the additions. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and
Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Consider Approval of the Minutes from the December 22, 2025 Regular Meeting

Mayor Berg asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the December 22,
2025 Regular Meeting. A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Pelava to approve the
minutes as presented. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote
against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried




b. Consider Approval of a Quote Submitted by MES in the Amount of $12.416.00 Plus
Freight for Turnout Gear for New Firefighters
Pumper explained the department needed to purchase new fire fighter turnout gear for the
four new firefighters. Pumper noted that while the department uses existing inventory
when possible, OSHA mandates that structural firefighting personal protective equipment
be removed from service after 10 years. Pumper mentioned there was urgency to approve
this purchase as there was a price increase scheduled to begin the following Monday.
Pumper said the expense would be funded through the Fire Department's Capital Outlay
Budget. A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Pelava to approve the
quote submitted by MES in the amount of $12,416.00 plus freight for Turnout Gear for
new Firefighters. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote
against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

c. Consider Approval of a Quote Submitted by McQueen in the Amount of $13,737.94 to
Repair the Pump Seals on the 2014 Fire Truck
Pumper reported that during recent pump testing of Engine 4120, a 2014 model, service
technicians identified leakage at the pump seals. Pumper said the engine passed the
operational pressure test but failed the vacuum test. Pumper explained that failing pump
seals can compromise the engine's ability to reliably supply water which is critical when
drafting water in areas without fire hydrants, including rural response areas and portions
of Lonsdale not served by hydrant systems. Pumper noted the engine was used on more
than 70 calls in 2025. Pumper said the repair would place the engine out of service for
approximately two weeks, during which time the department would utilize a backup
engine. Pumper added that the repair represents approximately one-third of the repairs
and supplies budget for 2026. Councilmember Pelava asked if there had been any
technological improvements in the seals since the original installation and whether there
were preventative measures that could prolong seal life. Pumper indicated he did not have
that specific information but noted that their older 1994 engine had never required pump
seal replacement. A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Pelava to approve the
quote submitted by McQueen in the amount of $13,737.94 to repair the pump seals on the
2014 fire truck. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote
against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.




d. Consider Approval of Resolution 2026-04, a Resolution Accepting Donations for the

2026 Founder’s Fest Fireworks Display

Erickson presented Resolution 2026-04 which would accept donations for the 2026
Founders Fest Fireworks Display. Erickson explained that the Founders Day Committee
had been tasked with bringing back fireworks in 2026 to celebrate Lonsdale's history and
America's 250th Birthday. Erickson said the Council had previously approved an $18,000
fireworks display quote from Res Pyro in November 2025. Erickson reported that the
SnoWizards and Greatwrench Auto Repair had made donations totaling $3,500 to the
City for the fireworks display. Per state statute, cities can accept donations and gifts for
the benefit of residents. The Council expressed gratitude to the donors and noted there
would be opportunities for other community members to donate as well. Councilmember
Vosejpka also acknowledged the Pieper family for donating the launch site. A motion was
made by Miller and seconded by Vosejpka to approve Resolution 2026-04. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Consider Approval of the 2026 Mosquito Spraying, Chemical Free Pilot Park and Future
Amenities Survey and Rollout Option

Hinz-Ibarra said the Park Board had reviewed and discussed the proposed 2026 Mosquito
Spraying, Chemical Free Pilot Park, and Future Amenities Survey and rollout options at
their January meeting. Hinz-Ibarra presented the three rollout options with associated
costs: direct mailing to Lonsdale addresses ($2,622), postcard mailer with QR link to
SurveyMonkey ($1,264.28), or inserting QR link to SurveyMonkey on monthly water
bills ($198). Hinz-Ibarra said the Park Board recommended the third option due to the
timeline. Hinz-Ibarra outlined the survey schedule with water bills to be mailed February
10, a survey deadline of March 4, analysis on March 4-5, and results presented to the
Park Board on March 9. Councilmember Wermerskirchen suggested adding a note to
question #9 regarding future amenities to clarify that the items listed were just
possibilities being considered, not guaranteed implementations. Hinz-Ibarra confirmed
this concern had been discussed by the Park Board. The Council also requested that hard
copies of the survey be made available at City Hall, Library, potentially the Liquor Store,
and that this information be noted on the water bills. Councilmember Miller clarified that
inclusive playground equipment would include sensory and handicap-accessible
equipment for children with disabilities. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by
Miller to approve the 2026 Mosquito Spraying, Chemical Free Pilot Park and Future
Amenities Survey and rollout option. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka,
and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.




f.  Consider Approval of Ordinance 2026-337, an Ordinance Amending City Code §153.077

Off-Street Parking on Residential Property

Hinz-Ibarra presented Ordinance 2026-337 which included numerous changes to the
residential property parking regulations. Hinz-Ibarra said key changes included updating
recreational vehicle seasonal requirements, simplifying vehicle weight definitions, and
changing the commercial vehicle count from 2 to 1. Councilmember Vosejpka raised a
concern about the maximum limit of four standard vehicles, noting that households with
multiple driving-age children could easily exceed this number. Vosejpka said
Commissioner Harding had pointed out that limiting vehicles to paved surfaces was
already a natural constraint. The Council agreed to remove the maximum number of
standard vehicles limit, allowing residents to have as many vehicles as could be
accommodated on their paved surfaces. Erickson clarified that while new parking pads
would require concrete or asphalt surfaces, existing Class 5 or gravel surfaces would be
grandfathered in. A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Vosejpka to strike the
maximum of four standard vehicles from Ordinance 2026-337. Vote for: Wermerskirchen,
Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0.
Motion carried. A motion was made by Vosejpka and seconded by Wermerskirchen to
approve Ordinance 2026-337 as revised. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg,
Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

. Consider Approval of Ordinance 2026-338, an Ordinance to Regulate Cannabis

Businesses (Repeal of Ordinance 2024-327, an Ordinance to Regulating Cannabinoid
Products)

Hinz-Ibarra said that the Planning Commission held the Public Hearing for Ordinance
2026-338 on January 26, 2026 with no public comments received. Hinz-Ibarra confirmed
the ordinance would repeal Ordinance 2024-327 regarding cannabinoid products, as the
Office of Cannabis Management had taken over Lower-Potency Hemp Edible Licensing.
Hinz-Ibarra noted that everything previously covered in the 2024 ordinance was now
addressed in Ordinance 2025-331, which was approved last year. Councilmember
Vosejpka explained that the 2024 ordinance contradicted current law in some areas, such
as prohibiting cannabis delivery, which is now a licensed activity. A motion was made by
Vosejpka and seconded by Miller to approve Ordinance 2026-338. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

. Consider Approval of Ordinance 2026-339, an Ordinance Amending City Code Chapter

§153.078 Off-Street, Parking, L.oading, and Access

Hinz-Ibarra presented Ordinance 2026-339, noting that the Planning Commission had
conducted a thorough review of the off-street parking, loading, and access regulations.
Hinz-Ibarra outlined numerous recommended changes, including the removal of
provisions related to stockpiling snow, downcast light fixtures, and parking area setbacks.
A motion was made by Vosejpka and seconded by Miller to approve Ordinance 2026-
339. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.




L.

k.

Consider Approval of the City’s Digital Communication Policy

Hinz-Ibarra presented the draft Digital Communications Policy that had been requested
by the EDA and was prompted by Councilmember Wermerskirchen's question about
Councilmember access to the City's Mass Notification platform. Hinz-Ibarra outlined the
policy rules for social media and mass notification usage. Councilmember
Wermerskirchen explained he had suggested the idea based on his professional
experience with similar systems. Wermerskirchen clarified that he was proposing opt-in
email lists that users could subscribe to, not emergency notifications. Wermerskirchen
noted that departments like the Library and Liquor Store could benefit from such
communications. The Council discussed whether individual Councilmembers should
have access to send notifications or if there should be a general Council update list.
Mayor Berg expressed concern about diluting the emergency notification system and
suggested that departmental communications should be the priority. Councilmember
Miller requested that "harassment" be added to the new policy. A motion was made by
Miller and seconded by Vosejpka to approve the City of Lonsdale Digital
Communications Plan with the harassment addition. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller,
Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion
carried.

Consider Approval of Minnesota Lawful Gambling 1.G220 Application submitted by
Sons of the American Legion Squadron #586

Erickson presented the LG220 application from the Sons of the American Legion
Squadron #586 for a raffle to be held at the American Legion on March 28, 2026. A
motion was made by Miller and seconded by Vosejpka to approve the LG220 Gambling
Application submitted by the Sons of the American Legion Squadron #586.

Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Discuss Joint Meeting with the EDA

Erickson explained that at the last EDA meeting, there was discussion about meeting with
the Council to discuss visions, goals, priorities, and incentives. Erickson requested
guidance on scheduling the meeting. The Council agreed to revisit the scheduling of the
joint meeting at the February 12, 2026 meeting, with the goal of planning a work session
in March. Mayor Berg said this timeline would allow for the completion of a market
study analysis for commercial office retail space, which would provide valuable data for
the joint discussion. Berg noted this would be a substantial discussion that should also
cover the comprehensive plan, design standards, and available land.




11. OTHER BUSINESS

Department & Council Reports

City Engineer:
None

Public Works:

Dornfeld reported on completed parking line work at the Fire Department, safety meetings,
equipment maintenance, and the reopening of the skating rink after cold weather allowed
proper freezing.

Community Development Planner:
Hinz-Ibarra noted the creation of the Founders Day Advisory Board webpage and upcoming
planning commission items.

City Administrator:
Erickson mentioned year-end reports, the upcoming Fire Board Meeting, and the closing of a
third housing rehab grant.

Councilmember Wermerskirchen:
Wermerskirchen reported on Library Board activities and programs.

Councilmember Miller:
Miller reported on the upcoming Park Board and Founder’s Day Committee meetings.

Councilmember Vosejpka:
Vosejpka reported on Planning Commission activities and upcoming public hearing.

Councilmember Pelava:
Pelava reported EDA activities and thanked the Chambers for hosting the Annual Dinner.

Mayor Berg:

Mayor Berg announced the City received the full $182,000 requested for the Community
Fund Project for body cams, squad cams, and encrypted radios. Berg said Dayton Freight
purchased 16.2 acres in the Business Park and plans to relocate operations from Lakeville
and Stewartville, bringing approximately 70 jobs to Lonsdale. Berg said the earliest timeline
for development would be 2027.




12. ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Pelava to adjourn the meeting at 8:36 pm.
Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion caried.

Respectfully Submitted:

N2«

Joel T Efickson, City Administrator



