MINUTES
CITY OF LONSDALE
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JANUARY 9, 2025

. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Tom Berg called a meeting of the Lonsdale City Council to order at 7:00 p.m. in the
City Council Chambers, 415 Central Street West.

. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.

. ROLL CALL

Members Present:  Brian Wermerskirchen, Kari Miller, Tom Berg, James Vosejpka, and
Scott Pelava

Members Absent: None

City Staff Present:  City Administrator Joel Erickson, Fire Chief Joe Pumper, and
Community Development Planner Cory Hinz-Ibarra

. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Mayor Berg asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the agenda. A
motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve the revised agenda.
Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

None
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6. PUBLIC HEARINGS
a. Ordinance 2025-329 (2025 Fee Schedule), an Ordinance Amending City Ordinance

2025-324 (2024 Fee Schedule)
Mayor Berg said the Public Hearing is for Ordinance 2025-329 (2025 Fee Schedule), an
Ordinance Amending City Ordinance 2025-324 (2024 Fee Schedule) and requested a
motion to open the hearing. A motion was made by Miller and seconded by
Wermerskirchen to open the Public Hearing for Ordinance 2025-324. Mayor Berg
opened the floor for public comment. Erickson said since the City establishes its Fees by
Ordinance, a public hearing is required. Erickson said Staff has reviewed the 2024 Fee
Schedule and summarized the proposed 2025 fees which included Land Use Fees, Water
and Sewer Fees, Water Rates, Water Reconnection Fee, Sewer Fee, Sewer Rate
Adjustments, Finance Charge, Trunk Sewer and Water Fees, Civil Defense Siren Fee,
Development Fee for Signs Within Subdivisions, Park Dedication, Building Permits,
Public Works/Engineering, Liquor License Fees, Misc. Fees and Permits, Office Fees,
Equipment Fees, Attorney Fees, Engineering Fees, and Administrative Fees.
Councilmember Pelava asked what the Trunk Sewer and Water Fees are. Erickson said
they are development fees and have not been adjusted since the mid 2000’s. Erickson
said Staff have been having conversations with developers and the developers are going
to want to know what the fees are. Erickson said we can further discuss them but are not
proposing changes to them at this time. Erickson said in the past, development paid for
itself and it is something the Council should discuss due to recent interactions with
developers requesting City assistance. Council Pelava asked if the new Cannabinoid
Application Fee is the same as the Tobacco License Fee. Erickson confirmed it was.
Councilmember Wermerskirchen said there are different levels of Cannabinoid retailers
in the City and asked if the proposed fee covers all of the categories. Erickson confirmed
that is what is proposed. Wermerskirchen asked if it was worth considering having a
discussion about if there is a different level of fees for the products that are being sold
and proposed having a lower fee for bars and restaurants selling infused beverages.
Councilmember Pelava asked about background checks and licensing. Erickson said the
business needs to be licensed by the State of Minnesota. Erickson confirmed that it is the
same amount of Staff time and cost to process the Cannabinoid Products Application
regardless of which product is being sold. Erickson confirmed that the proposed $100.00
fee covers the City costs. Erickson confirmed that seven Lonsdale businesses are
registered with the State of Minnesota. Mayor Berg said he had a thought with the Liquor
License fees and foresees issues coming up again with local restaurants and wanted to
know how the current fee was established. Erickson confirmed the fee is set by State
Statute and based off of what class the City is. Wermerskirchen said it looks like no one
wants to speak from the public and made a motion to close the Public Hearing.

A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Pelava to close the Public
Hearing. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against:
None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.
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. PRESENTATION OF CITIZEN PETITIONS AND COMMENTS

Mayor Berg said Ben Fenderson was invited tonight to lead us into convocation. Pastor
Fenderson said a prayer and thanked Mayor Berg and the Council.

. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA

None

. OLD BUSINESS
a.

Consider Approval of the City’s Request for Proposals for the City’s Residential Refuse
Collection, Transportation and Disposal Agreement

Erickson said the Request for Proposals (RFP) for Collection, Transportation and
Disposal of Residential Refuse for the City of Lonsdale was discussed at the January 6,
2025 meeting. Erickson said the current contract expires March 31, 2025 and based off
the previous discussion, the Council desires to go out for proposals. Erickson then
summarized the RFP information, terms, and timeline. Erickson said there is no fiscal
impact to the City and the City is not responsible for collection of fees from the residents
then payable to the selected contractor. Erickson asked the Council if they wanted to
include a fuel surcharge in the RFP. Erickson confirmed to the Council that the existing
contract does not charge for the fuel surcharge. Councilmember Wermerskirchen said we
do not want to open that door and have it come back to the residents outside of the
contract. Erickson confirmed to the Council that this will be a five-year contract and that
the RFP would be sent to the list of vendors that we used last time. A motion was made
by Miller and seconded by Pelava to approve the City’s Request for Proposals for the
City’s Residential Refuse Collection Transportation and Disposal with no Fuel Surcharge
Agreement. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against:
None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Page 3 of 10




10. NEW BUSINESS

a. Consider Approval of Ordinance 2025-329, an Ordinance Amending City Ordinance
2024-324 (2024 Fee Schedule)
Erickson said the Public Hearing was held a few minutes ago and received no written or
verbal comments prior to or at the Public Hearing. Erickson said it is now time for the
Council to discuss the fees. Mayor Berg said he would like to open up the discussion and
address sending Engineering Services and City Attorney Services out for bid. Erickson
confirmed both contracts continue to roll over annually. Pelava said it is the responsible
thing to look at options. Mayor Berg said right now is a good time to put both services
out for bid. Erickson said his recommendation is to adopt the fees and keep both services
until that time a decision is made. Pelava said going out for RFP’s this spring will help
the 2026 budget process. Wermerskirchen brought up the idea of a tiered Cannabinoid fee
structure. Wermerskirchen suggested if the Council wanted to consider tiered fee for a
$100.00 for multiple types of products and if it is one type of product a lower fee. Mayor
Berg said he could see where Councilmember Wermerskirchen was coming from and
would entertain the tier system with more of an in-depth conversation about it. Erickson
confirmed that the Cannabinoid Application Fee does not have to go the Planning &
Zoning Commission and the Council can modify it. Wermerskirchen said there are
businesses that have it as a residual product that they are offering and based upon the
level of their sales in the short term is it worth having a $50.00 or $75.00-dollar fee for
the application. Mayor Berg said he could entertain that possibility but would like more
information due to the unclarity from the State. Wermerskirchen said the confusion
around the whole industry is difficult for businesses and the City Council. Mayor Berg
asked Wermerskirchen what his idea for a three-tier fee system looks like.
Wermerskirchen said there does not need a three tier but a two-tier system that includes
one fee for multiple products and another fee for a single product type. Wermerskirchen
said he wanted to gage everyone’s thoughts and in the short term is it worth having a
$50.00 or a $75.00 fee if you are only selling the beverages. Pelava said the fee is to
cover the City’s cost for the work that has been done. Erickson confirmed to the Council
that there is no overlap with inspections with liquor, tobacco, or Cannabis licenses. Miller
said for compliance inspection checks, the fee is only checking for that one type of
product and the same amount of time is going into it. Vosejkpa confirmed that the State
does come around and check the products. Wermerskirchen said he is getting feedback
from the Council that we want to keep it as one flat fee. Mayor Berg said he needs to
know more about the Cannabinoid topic. Erickson confirmed that this is only for low
dose products and is clear in State Statute. Vosejpka said that Rail 19 and Smoke are on-
sale establishments and Lonsdale Food & Fuel is off-sale and will sell more products.
Vosejpka said it would not be a bad idea to have an on-sale and off-sale fee.
Wermerskirchen said it is worth having a broader conversation in the future and clearly
we will need to re-evaluate these fees before the end of the year. A motion was made by
Wermerskirchen and seconded by Pelava to approve Ordinance 2025-329. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Page 4 of 10




Consider Approval of Change Order No. 2 in the Amount of $2.396.25 Relating to the
City Hall Remodel Project

Erickson said the proposed change order in the amount of $2,396.25 is because of a
deduct that was provided from the fire alarm system and the additional cost for the
current provider. Erickson said when the City purchased the new City Hall, the City
renewed the five-year contract with Custom Alarm. Erickson said it was brought to his
attention that there was going to be another contract and the City was already in a five-
year contract. Erickson said under the current contract there is a termination fee and did
not want to enter into the new provider contract. Erickson’s recommendation was to stay
with Custom Alarm because the City is already in a contract with them. Erickson
confirmed to the Council that it is basically a wash in the cost difference between the
providers and the City paying the early termination fee. Pelava said it is less intrusive
staying with the current provider. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Miller
to approve Change Order #2. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and
Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Consider Approval to Accept Mike Yetzer’s Letter of Retirement from the Lonsdale Fire
Department

Pumper said Yetzer has proudly served the City of Lonsdale Fire Department for over 30
years, responded to thousands of emergency calls, participated in hundreds of training
sessions/meetings, and held various leadership roles including Assistant Chief for eight
years and Fire Chief for 12 years. Pumper said Yetzer has exemplified professionalism,
teamwork, and a commitment to excellence, earning the respect and admiration of his
peers and community. Pumper said Yetzer has decided to retire effective December 4,
2024 at 12:00 noon. The Council thanked Yetzer for his service and dedication to the
City of Lonsdale. A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Vosejpka to
approve the acceptance of Mike Yetzer’s Letter of Retirement. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Consider Approval to Accept Dean Duban’s Letter of Retirement from the Londale Fire
Department

Pumper said Firefighter Duban has announced his retirement from the Lonsdale Fire
Department effective December 3, 2024 after 32 years of service. Pumper said Duban’s
professionalism, camaraderie, and steadfast dedication will have a lasting impact on the
department. The Council thanked Duban for his service and dedication to the City of
Lonsdale. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve
the acceptance of Mike Yetzer’s Letter of Retirement. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller,
Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion
carried.
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c.

Consider Approval of Joshua Dias’s Letter of Resignation from the Lonsdale Fire
Department

Pumper said Firefighter Dias joined the Lonsdale Fire Department on September 1, 2020
and has submitted his formal notice of resignation. Pumper said Dias resigned due to his
demanding work hours, difficulty meeting the required call minimum, and need for more
family time. Pumper said that Dias has been a valued member of the department for over
four years and thanked him for his services. The Council thanked Dias for his service and
said there will always be a spot for him if he would like to return. A motion was made by
Pelava and seconded by Miller to approve Joshua Dias’s Letter of Resignation. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Consider Approval of a Bid Submitted by Ryan Baur in the Amount of $1,000.00 for a
High-Pressure Air Compressor

Pumper said the Lonsdale Fire Department owns a 30-year-old high pressure air
compressor that is no longer dependable and will soon be considered obsolete. Pumper
said the compressor was posted for sale on the Minnesota Firefighters Only website from
April 7, 2024 through May 31, 2024 listed as “willing to take best offer”. Pumper said in
November 2024, Ryan Bauer from the Faribault Fire Department submitted a formal bid
offer of $1,000.00 for the compressor and supporting equipment. Pumper said given the
compressor’s age, limited functionality and lack of offers, Staff recommends the sale of
the high-pressure air compressor to Ryan Bauer in the amount of $1,000.00. A motion
was made by Miller and seconded by Pelava to approve the sale of the high-pressure air
compressor in the amount of $1,000.00 to Ryan Baur. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller,
Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion
carried.

Consider Approval of a Quote Submitted by Fire Safety U.S.A. in the Not to Exceed
Amount of $4,951.61 for a Hose Tester and Fittings

Pumper said Staff obtained a quote in the amount of $4,951.61 from Fire Safety U.S.A.
for a hose tester and fittings. Pumper said the acquisition of the equipment will eliminate
the need to borrow one from neighboring departments and increase the department's
autonomy, flexibility, and operational efficiency. Pumper said the funding of this quote
will come from the Fire Department Budget and will be replenished by the Taylor Family
Farms grant of $2,500 and $2,500 pledge received from a 501-C organization. Pumper
confirmed to the Council the equipment has a lengthy operational expectancy. A motion
was made by Pelava and seconded by Miller to approve a quote ~ submitted by Fire
Safely U.S.A. in not to exceed the amount of $4,951.61 for a hose tester and fittings.
Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.
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h. Consider Approval of Resolution 2025-04, a Resolution Accepting a Donation of

$100.00 by Ameriprise Financial for the Purchase of Fire Department Equipment
Erickson said Ameriprise Financial donated $100.00 to the City to be used by the Fire
Department. Erickson said cities can accept donations and gifts for the use and benefit of
its residents per MN Statute §465.04. Erickson said by approving Resolution 2025-04,
the City Council is accepting the donation and agreeing to dedicate the funds to the Fire
Fund. A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Pelava to approve
Resolution 2025-04. Vote for: Vosejpka, Wermerskirchen, Berg, Miller, and Pelava. Vote
against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Consider Approval of Resolution 2025-05, a Resolution Accepting a Donation of
$2.000.00 by Crane Creek Asphalt for the Purchase of Fire Department Equipment
Erickson said Crane Creek Asphalt donated $2,000.00 to the City for the purchase of Fire
Department equipment. Erickson said cities can accept donations and gifts for the use
and benefit of its residents per MN Statute §465.04. Erickson said by approving
Resolution 2025-05, the City Council is accepting the donation and agreeing to dedicate
the funds to the Fire Fund. A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Pelava to
approve Resolution 2025-05. Vote for: Vosejpka, Wermerskirchen, Berg, Miller, and
Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Consider Approval of Resolution 2025-06, a Resolution Accepting a Donation of
$2.000.00 by Fransden Bank & Trust for the City’s SCDP Housing Rehabilitation Frant
Program

Erickson said Fransden Bank & Trust donated $2,000.00 to the City to be dedicated to
the City’s SCDP Housing Rehabilitation Grant. Erickson said per their policy, Fransden
Bank & Trust is to make a certain percentage of their donations for the betterment of low
to moderate income households. Erickson said cities can accept donations and gifts for
the use and benefit of its residents per MN Statute §465.04. Erickson said by approving
Resolution 2025-06, the City Council is accepting the donation and agreeing to dedicate
the funds to the SCGP Grant Fund. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by
Miller to approve Resolution 2025- 06. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg,
Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion
carried.
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k.

Consider Entering Closed Session to Discuss an Offer to Purchase 115 Alabama St. SW

Erickson said the City received an offer for 115 Alabama St SW on December 31, 2024
(Old Police Station) by a party that has been shown the property several times. Erickson
said he has provided the City Council with the purchase offer and asked the Council
whether or not to move to a closed session to discuss negotiations, minimum acceptance
price, cost incurred, and rezoning of the property. Erickson said since the property has
been owned for decades, the property line should be adjusted so the structure is
completely on private property and not in the City’s right-of-away. Mayor Berg said he
was going to open it up for complete discussion and does not necessarily care for the
offer that was presented and if we look into counter offering, a closed session would be
the place to do it. Pelava said we should move to a Closed Session to discuss it due to it
being a real estate transaction. Wermerskirchen said the buyer may not want to be
publicly known at this time and the Council should discuss the offer in a Closed Session.
Erickson then read the procedure to move to closed session and said the meeting must be
recorded. The Council discussed going into closed session at that time. A motion was
made by Pelava and seconded by Miller to go into Closed Session in the City
Administrator’s Office. Vote for: Vosejpka, Wermerskirchen, Berg, Miller, and Pelava.
Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Wermerskirchen to Reopen the Public
Meeting. Vote for: Vosejpka, Wermerskirchen, Berg, Miller, and Pelava. Vote against:
None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. Mayor Berg said during Closed
Session, the Council discussed a counteroffer for 115 Alabama St SW.
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1. Discuss Scheduling City Council Work Sessions
Erickson said with the new Council in place, policies, directives, and goals from the
Council should be discussed with Staff. Erickson said Staff are meeting with developers
and Staff need to know the direction from the Council to negotiate with them. Erickson
said in the past, development has paid for itself. Erickson asked what Ordinances should
be addressed, philosophy in code and blight enforcement, types of development, City
assistance, open space and trail incorporation, communicating with Staff and Advisory
Boards, and economic and development goals. Erickson asked the Council what type of
session should occur for the Council to give Staff direction to discuss 2025 directives and
goals. Mayor Berg said the work sessions are going to be  really important to the
Council and Advisory Boards to break down what we should be focusing on in February.
Wermerskirchen confirmed one work session per month. Mayor Berg said he would like
to carry on with the two Council Meetings per month then add a monthly work session
for a few hours for discussion of City items. The Council discussed session options
involving Advisory Board Members, phased approach, and scheduling for the work
sessions. Erickson said his recommendation would be for the Council to establish the top
five goals for 2025 and then meet with the Advisory Boards. Mayor Berg said now it is
the right time to pass along the Council’s priorities and get the right people working on
them and let them do their job. The Council discussed the date of the first work session
and decided the meeting to be held on February 6, 2025 at 7:00 pm. and continuing them
on the first Thursday of the month. Mayor Berg said the agenda items for the first work
session can be discussed at the January 30, 2025. A motion was made by
Wermerskirchen and seconded by Pelava to set a Work Session with Department Heads
on February 6, 2025 at 7:00 pm. Vote for: Vosejpka, Wermerskirchen, Berg, Miller, and
Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

11. OTHER BUSINESS
a. Department & Council Reports

Public Works:
None

City Engineer:

None

City Administrator:
Erickson provided an update on the City Hall Remodel Project.

Community Development Planner:
Hinz-Ibarra said Councilmember and Advisory Board website contact updates have been
made.

Councilmember Wermerskirchen:

Wermerskirchen said the Liquor Store Committee met on Tuesday and discussed 2025
Goals, 2024 gross sales numbers, 2025 projects, and thanked Liquor Store Staff for doing
a great job.
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Councilmember Miller:
Miller said she attended the Liquor Store Committee Meeting and recognized the Liquor
Store Staff for doing a great job.

Councilmember Vosejpka:
Vosejpka said the Planning & Zoning Commission has not met yet.

Councilmember Pelava:
Pelava said the EDA Meeting is scheduled for next Thursday, January 16, 2025.

Mayor Berg:
Mayor Berg announced the upcoming City Council schedule and said the first City
Council Work Session is scheduled for Thursday, February 6, 2025 at 7:00 pm.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Pelava to adjourn the meeting at 9:12
pm. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted:

Nl

Joel A Erickson, City Administrator
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