MINUTES
CITY OF LONSDALE
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
OCTOBER 9, 2025

. CALLTO ORDER

Mayor Berg called a meeting of the Lonsdale City Council to order at 7:00 p.m. in the City
Council Chambers, 103 15" Ave SE.

. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.
. ROLL CALL
Members Present: Brian Wermerskirchen, Kari Miller, Tom Berg, James Vosejpka,
and Scott Pelava
Members Absent: None
City Staff Present: City Administrator Joel Erickson, Public Works Director Joe
Dornfeld, City Engineer Jason Malecha, Police Chief Jason
Schmitz, and Community Development Planner Cory Hinz-Ibarra
. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Mayor Berg asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the agenda.
Erickson requested the addition of 10.e. Consider Approval of Resolution 2025-24, a
Resolution Appointing Heidi Griffin to the Library Board to fill a Vacancy. A motion was
made by Miller and seconded by Pelava to approve the agenda with the addition of 10.e. Vote
for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Consider Approval of the Minutes from the September 22, 2025 Special Meeting and the
September 25, 2025 Regular Meeting

Mayor Berg asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the September 22,
2025 Special Meeting Minutes and the September 25, 2025 Regular Meeting. A motion was
made by Pelava and seconded by Miller to approve the minutes as presented. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None.
Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

. PUBLIC HEARINGS

None




. PRESENTATION OF CITIZEN PETITIONS AND COMMENTS

Jeff Vanreese (1027 Ash St NE) expressed concerns regarding the proposed apartment project
and noted advertisement signs were already displayed for the future apartments. Vanreese
noted traffic congestion on Ash Street during the morning and evening rush hours, potential
accidents on Highway 19 due to insufficient turn lanes, and requested the developer pay for
the necessary road improvements, not the tax payer. Vanreese also suggested a two-level
rather than a three level apartment complex. Mayor Berg addressed Mr. Vanreese’s concerns,
noting that MnDOT had conducted a preliminary design study in anticipation of increased
traffic in the area. Mayor Berg said that Highway 19 was already being considered for a mill
and overlay project in the near future and that the City had requested the developer include
turn lanes for access to the apartment complex. Vanreese expressed his concerns with semi-
trucks using jake brakes when entering town and a loud motorcycle that had recently
disturbed residents. Erickson acknowledged hearing the jake brake noise from his house from
trucks hauling grain during harvest season.

. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor Berg reviewed the items on the Consent Agenda and asked if anyone wanted any
items pulled for discussion. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Miller to approve
the Consent Agenda. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote
against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS

a. Consider Approval of a Proposal Submitted by Bolton & Menk in the Amount of

$7.000.00 for Local Road Improvement Program Grant Assistance

Erickson presented the proposal for grant assistance from Bolton & Menk and explained
that Staff had met to determine the best project for the Local Road Improvement Program
Grant Application and were recommending Idaho Street as the project. Erickson
summarized the rational for the Idaho Street location and details of the proposal. Malecha
estimated that the project would likely cost more than the maximum grant amount of $1.5
million and there was a good chance of receiving funding for a significant portion of the
project. Malecha noted that the grant funds would be valid through 2028 if awarded.
Wermerskirchen expressed support for the proposal, noting that with the school in the
area, the inability to assess property owners, and this was a good opportunity to fund
necessary infrastructure improvements. A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and
seconded by Miller to approve a proposal submitted by Bolton & Menk in the amount of
$7,000 for Local Road Program Grant Assistance. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller,
Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion
carried




10. NEW BUSINESS

a.

Consider Approval of Resolution 2025-45, a Resolution Approving the City of Lonsdale
Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation’s Economic Development Grant Program
Erickson explained that the Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation (SMIF) is
accepting applications for their economic development grant program through October
10th. Erickson noted that SMIF is giving priority to applications that have experienced a
sudden loss of funding. The EDA’s funding is proposed to be reduced by $10,000 or
20%. Erickson summarized the proposal and cost from Maxfield Research & Consulting.
Erickson said the grant application would be for $4,900 with the EDA providing
matching funds of $4,900. Erickson emphasized that having this factual information
would be valuable when meeting with businesses and developers. Wermerskirchen
supported the application and noted that this information is exactly what the EDA needs
for business recruitment, retention, and expansion efforts. A motion was made by Pelava
and seconded by Vosejpka to approve Resolution 2025-45.Vote for: Wermerskirchen,
Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0.
Motion carried

Consider Approval to Schedule a Special Meeting to Finalize the City’s 2026 Budget and
Property Tax Levy

Erickson explained that after seven meetings on the 2026 preliminary budget and
property tax levy, Staff was requesting one final meeting to solidify the budget before
adoption at the December 11™ meeting. Erickson suggested possible dates of Tuesday,
November 18th, Monday, November 24th or Tuesday, November 25™, The Council
consensus was to include the budget discussion as an agenda item at the already
scheduled November 24™ meeting rather than holding a separate special meeting. A
motion was made by Berg and seconded by Miller to finalize the City’s 2026 Budget and
Property Tax at the Monday, November 24, 2025 City Council Meeting. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried

Consider Approval of the Job Description for the Position of Police Sergeant

Schmitz explained that the department currently consists of a Police Chief, six

Patrol Officers, and a Records Receptionist. Schmitz said the new Sergeant position
would be responsible for responding to emergencies, providing guidance and leadership
on scene, overseeing patrol activities, participating in traffic, field patrol, investigation,
crime prevention, and community relations work. The Council discussed the new
Sergeant position and was in support of the job responsibilities. A motion was made by
Wermerskirchen and seconded by Vosejpka to approve the job description for the position
of Police Sergeant. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote
against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried




d. Consider Approval to Authorize Staff to Internally Post the Job Open for the Position of
Police Sergeant
Schmitz said if approved, the position would be posted internally from October 13, 2025,
to October 31, 2025. Schmitz said interviews would be conducted by the Human
Resource Committee and a Captain from the Rice County Sheriff's Department. Schmitz
confirmed the new position would not add any officers to the department as they would
not be replacing the Patrol Officer position of whoever is selected. The Council then
discussed the appropriate pay grade and step for the new Sergeant position. Erickson
recommended Grade 14, Step 8 at $53.27 per hour, noting that Patrol Officers would be
making just over $50 per hour in 2026. The Council discussed the limited room for
advancement within Step 8 and recommended Grade 15, Step 5, at $53.78 per hour. A
motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Miller to establish the pay rate for
the Police Sergeant position at Grade 15, Step 5, at $53.78 per hour. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Miller to approve to internally
post the job open for the position of Police Sergeant. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller,
Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion
carried.

e. Consider Approval of Resolution 2025-46, a Resolution Appointing Heidi Griffen to the
Library Board to Fill a Vacancy

Wermerskirchen reported on the interview with Heidi Griffen for the Library Board

! vacancy. Wermerskirchen stated that Mayor Berg, himself, and Marguerite had

; interviewed Griffen earlier in the week. Wermerskirchen noted that Griffen presented

well, had good insight into what the board is doing, what the role entails, and would be a

s good fit. A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Miller to approve

| Resolution 2025-46. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote

against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried




11. OTHER BUSINESS
Department & Council Reports

City Engineer:

Malecha reported that the Wellhead Protection Plan Part 2 and the Wastewater Treatment
Facility Evaluation were both underway. Malecha said he was developing a scope and fee for
the Pavement Management Plan, Water Tower Study, and associated water main looping
projects.

Public Works:

Dornfeld reported that Public Works was wrapping up blacktop patching for 2025, Compost
| Site grinding had begun, irrigation blowouts, and biosolids hauling. Dornfeld said leaf
| collection was underway with the street sweeper working to keep leaves out of storm sewers.
Dornfeld said upcoming projects included tree trimming and hydrant flushing which would
be advertised in the local paper.

Community Development Planner:

Hinz-Ibarra said he sent out the 10.13.25 Park Board and Founder’s Day Agendas and has
scheduled a Special Planning & Zoning Meeting on 10.27.25 at 7:00 pm for the Public
Hearing of Preliminary Plat and Final Plat for the Lonsdale Business Park Fourth Addition
(1700 Commerce Dr SE) .

City Administrator:

Erickson reported on several items which included a wetland complaint investigation that
found no violation, OSHA Annual Safety Training for remaining employees, Safety
Committee Meeting bylaws will be presented at the next Council meeting, hosted the Rice
County Economic Development Meeting, participated in a virtual meeting on the Rice
County Hazardous Mitigation Plan, and finalizing lot closings for properties being sold by
the City.

Councilmember Wermerskirchen:

Wermerskirchen reported that the Liquor Store Committee had met on Tuesday, Staff
receiving Alcohol training on October 19™, and the Annual Holiday Wine Show is scheduled
for November 8th from 4:00-7:00 pm. Wermerskirchen thanked Dornfeld for work on the
sidewalk in front of the Liquor Store. Wermerskirchen announced upcoming Library events
including "Decorate a Duck" on October 14™ at 6:30 pm and a Halloween party on October
24™ where the duck decorating contest would be judged. Wermerskirchen said the winner
would get to be "Mayor for a Day."

Councilmember Miller:

Miller mentioned the Liquor Committee Meeting and thanked Dornfeld for his work. Miller
reported that the Ambassadors would attend the Library Halloween Party and the Community
Halloween Party.




Councilmember Vosejpka:

Vosejpka reported that the October 20" Planning and Zoning Meeting would include a Public
Hearing for Ordinance 2025-334, reviewing zoning codes for B1 through B3, 11, 12, OI and
CI Districts, and discussing off-street parking and storage on residential properties.

Councilmember Pelava:
Pelava said the EDA Meeting is scheduled next Thursday morning.

Mayor Berg:

Mayor Berg provided an update on the Apartment Project on 8th Avenue which had been
rezoned at a previous meeting. Mayor Berg explained that the incentives being sought by the
developer were more modest than initially thought - a 5-year abatement at 25% split between
the City, county, and school, rather than TIF financing. Mayor Berg said the amount is about
$60,000 in property tax reduction for each entity, with approximately 7.3% being returned to
the developer. Mayor Berg said the City would receive a free walking trail connecting 8th
Avenue to the Villages. Mayor Berg emphasized that this arrangement was more favorable
than what other cities have offered, such as New Prague's 15-year tax abatement or 20-year
TIF on free land.

12. ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Vosejpka to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 pm.

Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion caried.

Respectfully Submitted:

[ |7

Joel ,A. Erickson, City Administrator




