MINUTES
CITY OF LONSDALE
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
FEBRUARY 12,2026

. CALLTO ORDER

Mayor Berg called a meeting of the Lonsdale City Council to order at 7:00 p.m. in the City
Council Chambers, 103 15" Ave SE.

. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.

. ROLL CALL
Members Present: Brian Wermerskirchen, Kari Miller, Tom Berg, and James
Vosejpka
Members Absent: Scott Pelava
City Staff Present: City Administrator Joel Erickson, Public Works Director Joe
Dornfeld, Fire Chief Joe Pumper, Police Chief Jason Schmitz, and
Community Development Planner Cory Hinz-Ibarra
. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Mayor Berg asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the agenda.
Erickson requested that 10.a be reviewed when the Fire Chief Pumper arrives. A motion was
made by Miller and seconded by Vosejpka to approve the agenda with adjustment. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, and Vosejpka. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 4-0.
Motion carried.

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Consider Approval of the Minutes from the January 8, 2026 Regular Meeting

Mayor Berg asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the January 8, 2026
Regular Meeting. A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve
the minutes as presented. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, and Vosejpka. Vote against:
None. Abstained: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion carried

. PUBLIC HEARINGS

None

. PRESENTATION OF CITIZEN PETITIONS AND COMMENTS

None




8. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA
Mayor Berg reviewed the items on the Consent Agenda and asked if anyone wanted any
items pulled for discussion. A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by
Vosejpka to approve the Consent Agenda. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, and
Vosejpka. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.

9. OLD BUSINESS
a. None

10. NEW BUSINESS

a. Consider Approval of the Lonsdale Fire Department’s 2027 Annual Budget and Capital
Improvement Plan
A motion was made by Berg and seconded by Wermerskirchen to table item 10a,
Consider Approval of the Lonsdale Fire Department's 2027 Annual Budget and Capital
Improvement Plan to the February 26, 2026 Council Meeting. Vote for: Wermerskirchen,
Miller, Berg, and Vosejpka. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion
carried.

Upon Fire Chief Pumper's arrival, a motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded
by Vosejpka to take item 10a from the table. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, and
Vosejpka. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.

Pumper presented the Lonsdale Fire Department's proposed 2027 Annual Budget and
Capital improvement plan. Pumper reported that at the February 2, 2026 Fire Board
Meeting, the Board reviewed revenues and expenses for 2025 as well as the proposed
2027 Budget and CIP. Pumper said a discussion was held regarding whether to account
for additional revenue sources such as interest, fire call billings, and donations. Pumper
confirmed it was decided to account only for fire aid, previously budgeted capital outlay,
and justification cost-sharing. Pumper said the Fire Board approved the proposed 2027
Budget and the City's share of the budget is 46.39%, totaling $286,186.62, representing
an increase of approximately $27,078.19 over the 2026 contribution.

Councilmember Wermerskirchen thanked Pumper for his work on the budget,
acknowledging that budgeting is not what people sign up for when they join the Fire
Department. Mayor Berg expressed full confidence in the Pumper’s work.
Councilmember Miller thanked Pumper and all Firefighters for their volunteer time and
service. A motion was made by Berg and seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve the
Lonsdale Fire Department’s 2027 Annual Budget and Capital Improvement Plan. Vote
for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, and Vosejpka. Vote against: None. Abstained: None.
Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.




b. Review and Discuss the Proposed Lonsdale Police Department’s Body Warn Camera
Policy and Consider to Schedule a Public Hearing for March 12, 2026 at 7:00 pm or
Shortly Thereafter
Schmitz said the Lonsdale Police Department had applied for and been awarded a
Department of Justice grant for Body Worn Cameras (BWCs). Schmitz said per state
statute §626.8473, the department is required to establish a policy and procedure for
BWCs and provide an opportunity for public comment before purchasing the equipment.
Schmitz noted that he and Sergeant Schleichert reviewed several BWC policies alongside
the model policy from the League of Minnesota Cities, finding the language to be
generally consistent across policies, with the primary differences appearing in operations
and procedures. Schmitz stated the draft policy was reviewed by the City Attorney and
confirmed it met all statutory requirements. Councilmember Wermerskirchen noted that
he had briefly spoken with Schmitz the prior week about the process and expressed
support, calling it a formality to get done and affirming it would be good for both the
department and the community. Councilmember Miller thanked Schmitz for all the work
put into making it happen. Councilmember Vosejpka expressed enthusiasm, noting that
federal grant funding was welcome since BWCs are a need rather than a want. A motion
was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Vosejpka to approve to schedule the
Lonsdale Police Department’s Body Warn Camera Policy Public Hearing for March 12,
2026 at 7:00 pm at 7:00 pm or shortly thereafter. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg,
and Vosejpka. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.

c¢. Consider Approval of Resolution 2026-06, a Resolution Appointing Seth Peterson to the
Founder’s Day Committee
Hinz-Ibarra explained that at the January 29, 2026 meeting, the Council had approved the
resignation of Founder's Day Committee Member Grace Borgen and authorized
advertising for the vacancy. Hinz-Ibarra said one application was received from Seth
Peterson, whom Erickson and himself interviewed on February 5, 2026. Hinz-Ibarra
noted for the record that Seth Peterson is not a resident of the City of Lonsdale, though
his property abuts the City boundary. Councilmember Miller expressed excitement about
Seth joining the committee and acknowledged that while the property situation was
noted, it was what it was. Councilmember Vosejpka shared that he had met Seth
previously and spoke positively of him, adding that at one point the City had considered
annexing the property, which would have placed it within city limits. Councilmember
Wermerskirchen raised the question of whether the bylaws contained any residency
requirements. Erickson clarified that the only Advisory Board with an explicit residency
provision is the EDA, which allows members who live outside City limits provided they
own a business in town, and that no other boards have a formal residency requirement in
their bylaws. A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Vosejpka to approve
Resolution 2026-06. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, and Vosejpka. Vote against:
None. Abstained: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.




d. Consider Approval of Resolution 2026-07, a Resolution Approving a Minnesota Lawful
Gambling LG214 Premises Permit Application Submitted by the New Prague Youth
Hockey Association
Erickson said the New Prague Youth Hockey Association submitted LG214 and LG215
forms to conduct lawful gambling at 115 Railway Street SW. Erickson confirmed the
association is already licensed to conduct lawful gambling, but a premises permit is
required for a specific location, and the Gambling Control Board requires a resolution
adopted by the Council as part of that application. Erickson noted that the Lonsdale
Firemen's Relief Association had previously conducted lawful gambling at that location.
Erickson stated the City currently does not have a gambling ordinance and the Council
may want to consider adopting one, given the frequency with which gambling permits are
being approved. Erickson outlined potential components of such an ordinance, including
which organizations it would pertain to, permit application and approval processes,
premise permits, revocation and suspension, license display, a local gambling tax,
contribution of net profits to the City, designation of a trade area for spending proceeds,
records and reporting requirements, hours of operation, and penalties. Councilmember
Vosejpka asked how a gambling tax would be collected, whether by the County or City.
Erickson indicated he had not researched that level of detail yet. Vosejpka supported the
permit itself, calling the hockey association a worthy cause. Councilmember
Wermerskirchen expressed support for the permit, acknowledging the importance of pull
tab revenue to youth hockey associations. Wermerskirchen expressed reservations about
a gambling tax, stating he was not a fan of creating a new tax on charitable gaming,
though he was open to the discussion. Mayor Berg asked if supplemental information on
the ordinance concept could be provided for further discussion at a future meeting. A
motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Vosejpka to approve Resolution
2026-07. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, and Vosejpka. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.




e. Consider Approval of Resolution 2026-08, a Resolution Approving a Development
Contract Between the City of Lonsdale and Harvest Pond Apartments, LLC
Erickson said Staff had been working with the developer on a Development Contract for
the construction of a 58-unit apartment complex at 900 Ash Street NE. Erickson said the
agreement was based on a template provided by the City Attorney and both parties had
come to terms. Erickson confirmed the final comments from the City Attorney were non-
material. Erickson said provisions of the contract included: plat approval being
contingent upon the developer entering into the agreement and providing required
securities, no work commencing until the agreement is fully executed and insurance is in
place, no changes to the City's Comprehensive Plan affecting the property for five years,
no City officials serving as contractors on the project, the project to be constructed per
the listed plans attached as exhibits, public improvements including water and sewer
connections, trail, crosswalk, and storm water retention ponds to be constructed per City
Code with City construction observation, as-builts required for public improvements, to
be completed by July 1, 2027, erosion control requirements, cleaning of 8" Ave as
needed, storm sewer agreement to be brought forward at the next Council Meeting,
similar to the one previously approved with Kwik Trip. Councilmember Wermerskirchen
noted that this approach allows development without the City having to abate any taxes
which had been a key goal coming out of prior discussions and expressed satisfaction that
the long-vacant land would now be developed and would expand the tax base.
Councilmember Miller agreed and looked forward to getting it moving and bringing more
residents to support local businesses. A motion was made by Miller and seconded by
Wermerskirchen to approve Resolution 2026-08. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg,
and Vosejpka.. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.

f.  Consider Approval of Resolution 2026-09, a Resolution Approving the Harvest Pond
Preliminary and Final Plats for the Harvest Pond 4™ Addition
Hinz-Ibarra said the Public Hearing for Land Use Application 2025-08, Harvest Pond 4th
Addition Preliminary and Final Plat was held at the November 25, 2025 Planning
Commission Special Meeting where the motion failed with a split vote. The land use
application was submitted by Brian Bruggeman of BJB Holdings LL.C on October 31,
2025. Hinz-Ibarra said the subject platted area is 6.29 acres, proposed to be Block 1, Lots
1 through 10 and Outlot A of the Harvest Pond 4th Addition. Hinz-Ibarra confirmed that
Bruggeman will sell these lots to a developer or builder for single-family home
construction. Hinz-Ibarra said Staff and the City Engineer confirmed that all required data
per city codes §152.21 and §152.22 had been provided and the application was in order.
Hinz-Ibarra noted that the Council had reviewed this item several times and there were no
changes to the attachments. A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Vosejpka to
approve Resolution 2026-09. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, and Vosejpka.. Vote
against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.




g. Consider Approval of Resolution 2026-10, a Resolution Approving the Harvest Pond

Apartment Site Plan

Hinz-Ibarra noted that the Planning Commission reviewed Land Use Application 2025-
08, Harvest Pond Apartment Site Plan at the November 25, 2025 Special Meeting where
the motion failed with a split vote. Hinz-Ibarra said BJB Holdings/Bruggeman is
proposing to build the Harvest Pond Apartments at 900 Ash Street NE beginning in the
spring 2026. Hinz-Ibarra said the project will be a 3-story, 58-unit building consisting of
10 studio, 15 one-bedroom, 2 one-bedroom plus den, 28 two-bedroom, and 3 three-
bedroom apartments on 4.146 acres, with 9 single-family detached lots platted on the
remaining 2.144 acres. Hinz-Ibarra detailed the site characteristics: the building is L-
shaped running north and south, comparable building exists next door, two detached
garages totaling 5,000 square feet, total pavement of 72,132 square feet with concrete
paving on all sides of the building, a public trail connection between 8" Ave and Birch St.
NE to the Villages, providing connectivity and safe access to the Library, one
ingress/egress access point on 8" Ave NE, no exterior building sign, with a monument
Sign Permit to be submitted separately, and exterior materials of fiber cement lap siding.
Hinz-Ibarra said the site amenities include a lobby, office, mail room, business center,
community room, elevator, second and third floor unit balconies, first floor garages,
courtyard, barbecue grills, a gas fire pit at the community patio, pet park, along with
manicured landscaping featuring 38 trees per City Code. Hinz-Ibarra said lighting shall
not exceed one lumen at any non-residential property line. Hinz-Ibarra said parking
includes 59 standard spaces, 3 ADA spaces, 71 garage spaces, and 29 proof-of-parking
spaces, totaling 162 against a requirement of 141, meeting City Code. Hinz-Ibarra
confirmed the property was rezoned from B-3 to a Planned Unit Development. Hinz-
Ibarra stated the City Engineer signed off on the project and Staff recommended
approval. Councilmember Vosejpka indicated he was ready to move forward.
Councilmember Wermerskirchen asked whether the building colors were firmly set,
expressing a thought about consistency with the neighboring Villages of Lonsdale
buildings. Councilmember Miller had no concerns with the colors and noted the Council
had discussed this project extensively. Mayor Berg thanked the developer for his time and
patience throughout the process. A motion was made by Berg and seconded by Vosejpka
to approve Resolution 2026-09. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, and Vosejpka.
Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.




11. OTHER BUSINESS

Department & Council Reports

City Engineer:

None

Public Works:

Dornfeld commended Staff for their response to a water main break on North Main Street
where residents had been told repairs would be completed by 3:30 PM and the crew finished
by 11:30 AM. Dornfeld said Staff began brush clearing and Ash Tree removal at the Archery
Range, thanked Chief Schmitz for providing four mobile radios to Public Works, and ice rink
maintenance for 2026 was concluded due to unsustainable forecast conditions. Dornfeld said
the street sweeper was expected to be deployed with upcoming favorable weather.

Community Development Planner:

Hinz-Ibarra said website updates have been completed and a Special Planning & Zoning
Meeting has been scheduled for Wednesday, February 25, 2026 at 7:00 pm or shortly
thereafter to Consider Approval of the Prairie View Concept Plan.

City Administrator:

Erickson reported that he is assisting Staff as needed and working with a local business on a
Revolving Loan Fund Application to be brought before the EDA the following week.
Erickson said the City Treasurer and himself met with First National Investments and the
Developer's Agreement and Apartment Project Plans were finalized.

Councilmember Wermerskirchen:

Wermerskirchen reported that the Liquor Store Committee met at the beginning of the month
and ideas are being researched to boost revenue going forward. Wermerskirchen highlighted
a Facebook post regarding the Small Cities Development Grant encouraging residents
interested in home improvement funding to contact the City.

Councilmember Miller:

Miller reported that the Park Board discussed the upcoming Arbor Day Tree Planting on
April 24, 2026 and said the Founder's Day Committee is receiving community and business
donations for the fireworks display.

Councilmember Vosejpka:

Vosejpka reported that the Planning Commission meeting has been moved to the fourth
Monday of the month due to the upcoming holidays and will start at 7:00 PM going forward.
Vosejpka noted the upcoming Planning and Zoning Special Meeting on Wednesday, February
25,2026 is for the Prairie View (formerly Bixby Property) Development and said it would be
ready to come before the Council the following day.

Councilmember Pelava:
None




Mayor Berg:
Mayor Berg thanked all City Staff, including the Library, Liquor Store, Fire and Police

Department, Public Works, and City Hall Staff.
12. ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Vosejpka to adjourn the meeting at 7:51 pm.

Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, and Vosejpka. Vote against: None. Abstained: None.
Vote: 4-0. Motion caried.

Respectfully Submitted:

N P

Joel Al. Erickson, City Administrator




