MINUTES
CITY OF LONSDALE
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
FEBRUARY 13, 2025

. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Berg called a meeting of the Lonsdale City Council to order at 7:01 p.m. in the City
Council Chambers, 415 Central Street West.

. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.

. ROLL CALL

Members Present: Brian Wermerskirchen, Kari Miller, Tom Berg, James Vosejpka, and
Scott Pelava

Members Absent: None
City Staff Present:  City Administrator Joel Erickson, Public Works Director Joe Dornfeld,

City Engineer Nathan Kock, and Community Development Planner
Cory Hinz-Ibarra

. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Mayor Berg asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the agenda.
Erickson said there is an addition of Pay App 1 to 10.b. A motion was made by Pelava and
seconded by Miller to approve the agenda with the addition. Vote for: Wermerskirchen,
Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0.
Motion carried.

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

None

. PUBLIC HEARINGS

None

. PRESENTATION OF CITIZEN PETITIONS AND COMMENTS

None

. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA

None

. OLD BUSINESS

None
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10. NEW BUSINESS

a.

Consider Approval of Change Order No. 3 in the Amount of $6.462.20 Relating to the
City Hall Remodel Project

Hlebichuk presented Change Order No. 3 for the City Hall Remodel Project. Hlebichuk
explained that the change order included modifications to soffit design, removal of
controls from the project (resulting in a $3,800 credit), changes to hollow metal doors and
windows, and updating an existing bathroom fan. Hlebichuk said the total for Change
Order No. 3 was $6,462.20. Hlebichuk also provided an update on the project schedule.
Hlebichuk noted that sheetrock installation and sanding was currently underway, with tile
installation in the bathrooms, and painting scheduled for March, followed by the ceiling
installation. Hlebichuk said in April, fixtures, lights, carpeting, finished trim, and other
final elements would be installed. Hlebichuk said substantial completion was expected by
mid-April and full occupancy planned for May 1*'. A motion was made by
Wermerskirchen and seconded by Pelava to approve Change Order No.3 in the amount of
$6,462.20. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against:
None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Consider Approval of Application for Payment No. 1 in the Amount of $193,664.15 to
Met-Con Construction, Inc. for the City Hall Remodel Project

Hlebichuk presented Application for Payment No. 1 for the City Hall Remodel Project to
Met-Con in the amount of $193,664.15. A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and
seconded by Pelava to approve Application for Payment No. 1 in the amount of
$193,664.15. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote
against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Consider Approval of Application for Payment No. 2 in the Amount of $183.144.80 to
Met-Con Construction, Inc. for the City Hall Remodel Project

Hlebichuk presented Application for Payment No. 2 for the City Hall Remodel Project to
Met-Con in the amount of $183,144.80. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by
Miller to approve Application for Payment No. 2 in the amount of $183,644.15. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.
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d. Update on and Discuss the City’s Classification and Compensation Study

Melvin presented an update on the City's Classification and Compensation Study. Melvin
explained that the study aimed to review job descriptions, ensure internal equity, assess
market competitiveness, and comply with statutory requirements such as pay equity
reporting. Melvin outlined the project scope which included analyzing market data,
rewriting job descriptions, classifying positions, and developing recommendations for the
City's compensation structure. Melvin said that the study found the City's minimum
wages were about 9% below market average, while maximum wages were about 4%
above market average. Melvin said however, when comparing the city's 10-step
progression to market maximums, Lonsdale was about 8% below market. Melvin
discussed considerations for the Council, including potentially reducing the number

of steps in the wage progression, adjusting the wage range, and determining the City's
desired position relative to market averages. Melvin also noted that implementation
timing and budget impacts would need to be considered. The Council did not have

any immediate questions but were encouraged to reach out with any future inquiries.

Consider Approval of the Lonsdale Fire Department’s 2026 Budget

Erickson presented the Lonsdale Fire Department's proposed 2026 budget. Erickson
explained that the Fire Department provides service to Lonsdale and four surrounding
townships. Erickson reviewed the 2024 revenues and expenses, noting that revenues were
higher than budgeted and expenses were also higher, primarily due to capital outlay
purchases. Erickson detailed various expense categories, including wages, equipment,
and 2026 capital outlay items. Erickson said the total proposed budget for 2026 was
$730,616, with $554,000 to be funded by the City and Townships. Erickson also
presented a 20-year capital improvement plan for the Fire Department. Chief Pumper
provided additional details on call volumes for each district served by the department.
The Council expressed appreciation for the detailed budget presentation and the positive
feedback received from Township Representatives. A motion was made by Miller and
seconded by Vosejpka to approve the Lonsdale Fire Department’s 2026 Budget . Vote
for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.
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f.  Consider Approval of a Quote Submitted by Sotar in the Amount of $5,842.80 for a

CataRaft

Pumper presented a quote for new Sotar CataRaft pontoons to replace the worn-out
components of the department's water rescue boat. Pumper explained that the current
pontoons were purchased in 1999 and had degraded over time. Pumper said the total cost
for the replacement parts was $5,946.30. The Council asked about the lead time for
delivery, which Pumper stated was approximately two months. The Council also inquired
about contingency plans for water rescues during the replacement process, to which
Pumper replied that mutual aid agreements with Rice County were in place. A motion
was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Pelava to approve the quote submitted by
Sotar in the amount of $5,842.80. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and
Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

. Consider Approval of a Quote in the Amount of $40,211.73 Submitted by Polaris Sales,

Inc. for a Ranger XP 1000 Side by Side

Pumper presented a quote for a new Polaris Ranger XP 1000 Side by Side ATV for the
Fire Department. Pumper said Staff researched various options and selected the Polaris
model due to its reliability, usability, and overall value. Pumper said the total cost,
including additional equipment and accessories was estimated at $50,000, which was
$10,000 over the original budget. Pumper noted that the Fire Department was seeking
additional funding from local organizations to offset the budget overage. Pumper said the
new ATV would enhance the Fire Department's capabilities for grass fires, ice rescues,
and other off-road emergencies. The Council inquired about the estimated delivery time,
which Pumper stated was approximately 180 days from the date of purchase. A motion
was made by Pelava and seconded by Miller to approve the quote in the amount of
$40,211.73 submitted by Polaris Sales, Inc. for a Ranger XP 1000 Side by Side. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.
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h. Consider Approval of a Quote in the Amount of $7.700.00 Submitted by Mark Sayler for

a 2025 Sure-Trac Powerlift 18 Foot Trailer

Pumper presented a quote for a new trailer for the recently approved Polaris Ranger XP
1000 Side by Side ATV. Pumper said the quote for the Sure-Trac Powerlift 18-foot trailer
was $7,700.00. Pumper explained that the trailer was part of the overall ATV budget and
would be used to transport the new side by side. Pumper confirmed to the Council that
the Fire Department expected to receive the trailer before the ATV arrived. A motion was
made by Pelava and seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve the quote in the amount of
$7,700.00 submitted by Mark Sayler for a 2025 Sure-Trac Powerlift 18-foot trailer. Vote
for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against:  None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Consider Approval to Authorize Staff to Obtain Quotes Not-to-Exceed $30,000.00 and
Begin Remodeling the Jaycee Park Bathrooms

Dornfeld presented a proposal to remodel the Jaycee Park Bathrooms and Concession
Stand. Dornfeld outlined two options for the remodel with the recommended option
focusing on achieving ADA compliance by removing stall partitions, urinals, and one
toilet in the women's bathroom. Dornfeld said this option would result in two identical,
unisex bathrooms with one toilet, sink, and changing table each. Dornfeld said that the
remodel would include improvements such as new LED lighting, epoxy flooring,
electrical upgrades, and the installation of reused fixtures from the new City Hall
building. Dornfeld said the estimated cost for the project was $25,700, which was within
the budgeted amount of $30,000. The Council discussed the importance of ADA
compliance and the potential increased use of the park due to softball games and other
activities. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Miller to approve Staff to
obtain quotes not-to-exceed $30,000.00 and begin remodeling the Jaycee Park
Bathrooms and Concession Stand. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka,
and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Consider Approval of a Cannabinoid Products Application Submitted by Lonsdale Liquor
Hinz-Ibarra said according to City Ordinance 2024-327, an Ordinance Regulating
Cannabinoid Products, Staff sent letters to the City of Lonsdale businesses that are
registered with the Minnesota Department of Health to sell Cannabinoid Products —
infused beverages, edibles gummies, etc. and Electronic Delivery Devices (vapes). Hinz-
Ibarra received four Cannabinoid Products Renewal Applications back by the January
31, 2025 deadline which included: Lonsdale Liquor, Rail 19 Bar & Grill, LLC, Lonsdale
Food & Fuel, and Mackenthun’s Fine Foods. Hinz-Ibarra said the applicants paid the
$100.00 renewal fee and that the Chief of Police has reviewed the applications. Hinz-
Ibarra said Staff is not aware of any reason to not approve of the four 2025 Cannabinoid
Products Renewal Licenses. A motion was made by Miller and seconded by
Wermerskirchen to approve the Lonsdale Liquor Cannabinoid Products Renewal
Application. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote
against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.
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k. Consider Approval of a Cannabinoid Products Application Submitted by Rail 19 Bar &

Grill

Hinz-Ibarra presented the Rail 19 Bar & Grill renewal application for Cannabinoid
Products. Hinz-Ibarra said that the application was for low-dosage products and that a
background check has been completed and fee collected from the applicant. A motion
was made by Pelava and seconded by Miller to approve the Rail 19 Bar & Grill
Cannabinoid Products Renewal Application. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg,
Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Consider Approval of a Cannabinoid Products Application Submitted by Lonsdale Food
& Fuel

Hinz-Ibarra presented the Lonsdale Food & Fuel renewal application for Cannabinoid
Products. Hinz-Ibarra said that the application was for low-dosage products and that a
background check has been completed and fee collected from the applicant. A motion
was made by Miller and seconded by Pelava to approve the Lonsdale Food & Fuel
Cannabinoid Products Renewal Application. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg,
Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

. Consider Approval of a Cannabinoid Products Application Submitted by Mackenthun’s

Fine Foods

Hinz-Ibarra presented the Mackenthun’s Fine Foods renewal application for Cannabinoid
Products. Hinz-Ibarra said that the application was for low-dosage products and that a
background check has been completed and fee collected from the applicant. A motion
was made by Miller and seconded by Pelava to approve the Mackenthun’s Fine Foods
Cannabinoid Products Renewal Application. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg,
Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

. Consider Approval to Authorize Staff to Advertise for up to Four (4) Seasonal Public

Works Employees

Erickson said Staff is requesting authorization to advertise for up to four Seasonal Public
Works Employees. Erickson said that two positions are budgeted for up to 775 hours,
typically filled by retirees for spring cleanup work, while the other two are budgeted for
475 hours, and usually filled by high school students for summer work. Erickson outlined
the proposed wages, hiring timeline, and main tasks for these positions, which included
park maintenance, mowing, and field preparation. Erickson said the total cost for four
employees was estimated at just over $48,000, which was included in the 2025 budget. A
motion was made by Miller and seconded by Pelava to approve Staff to advertise for up
to four (4) Seasonal Public Works Employees. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg,
Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.
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o. Consider Approval to Schedule a Public Hearing for March 13, 2025 at 7:00 pm or
Shortly Thereafter to Consider Assessment of Delinquent Accounts
Erickson requested approval to schedule a Public hearing to consider the assessment of
delinquent fire call accounts. Erickson said that there were two outstanding fire calls
totaling $1,000 that had not been paid despite multiple notices. Erickson said that
scheduling the Public Hearing was part of the process to potentially assess the costs
against the properties if payment was not received. Erickson said it is anticipated that the
accounts would be paid before the hearing date. A motion was made by Pelava and
seconded by Vosejpka to approve a Public Hearing for March 13, 2025 at 7:00 pm or
shortly thereafter to consider assessment of delinquent accounts. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

p. Consider Approval to Schedule a City Council Work Session to Discuss Goals,
Objectives and Priorities for 2025
Erickson proposed scheduling another work session to continue discussions on goals,
objectives, and priorities for 2025. Erickson said at the previous Work Session on
| February 6th several topics were covered and there were still items to address,
particularly regarding Capital Improvements and Public Works. The Council agreed to
schedule the second Work Session for March 6, 2025 at 7:00 pm. A motion was made by
| Pelava and seconded by Wermerskirchen to schedule a City Council Work Session on
March 6, 2025 at 7:00 pm. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and
Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

q. Discuss Proposals Submitted in Response to the City’s Request for Proposals for
Collection, Transportation and Disposal of Residential Refuse
Erickson summarized the results of the Request for Proposals (RFP) for Residential
Refuse Collection, Transportation, and Disposal. Erickson said that four companies had
submitted proposals: Buckingham Disposal, DSI, Lakers, and West Central Sanitation
(the current provider). Erickson provided an overview of the proposals, noting that DST
had submitted the lowest bid which was approximately $97,000 less than the next closest
bid over the contract term. Erickson highlighted some unique aspects of DSI's proposal,
including a proposed recycling rebate to the City estimated at $1,700 per month. Mayor
Berg invited representatives from DSI and West Central Sanitation to address the
Council. Jeff Weast from DSI emphasized their commitment to customer service, safety
measures, and local presence, and that seven of their employees lived in Lonsdale. Taylor
Williamson from West Central Sanitation highlighted their history of service to Lonsdale,
including their resilience during the COVID-19 pandemic and contributions to local
organizations. The Council discussed the proposals, weighing factors such as cost
savings, service quality, and familiarity with the current provider. After deliberation, the
Council decided to award the contract to DSI. A motion was made by Pelava and
seconded by Vosejpka to award the Collection, Transportation, and Disposal of
Residential Refuse Contract to Dick’s Sanitation Inc. (DSI). Vote for: Wermerskirchen,
Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0.
Motion carried.
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11. OTHER BUSINESS

a.

Department & Council Reports

Public Works:

Dornfeld reported on recent activities, including a water main break repair, snow
plowing, and attendance at a Smart Salting class. Dornfeld provided an update on the
Booster Station Project and Jaycee Park improvements.

City Engineer:
Kock said McNamara has provided their contract documents for the 2025 Mill & Overlay
Project and will determine a start date early in the summer.

City Administrator:

Erickson provided updates on the RFP process for Engineering and Legal Services,
Small Cities Development Grant housing projects, and discussions with Kwik Trip
regarding their future development in Lonsdale.

Community Development Planner:

Hinz-Ibarra reported he was his developing the draft Ordinances for Cannabis and
Chickens which would be presented at the upcoming Planning and Zoning Meeting
scheduled for February 24, 2025.

Councilmember Wermerskirchen:

Wermerskirchen said the EDA and Library Board meet next week and the Library is
looking for volunteers for the Book Sale Fundraising Event. Wermerskirchen asked
Dornfeld for an update on the Booster Station control board. Dornfeld said the control
board is still not complete and still waiting for one board to be delivered on March 5th.
Wermerskirchen asked Erickson what the process is for looking at electronics for the new
City Hall. Erickson said there will be several 75” TV screens on carts that will be utilized
in conference rooms and the chambers. Erickson confirmed the existing microphones will
be transferred and used in the new chambers.

Councilmember Miller:
Miller said the Liquor Store is doing fine, Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting is
on February 24, 2025, and appreciated attending the Newly Elected Officials Training.

Councilmember Vosejpka:
Vosejpka said the Planning & Zoning Commission meeting is on February 24, 2025 and
chickens and cannabis will be discussed.

Councilmember Pelava:
None
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Mayor Berg:
Mayor Berg shared details from his conversation with the Kwik Trip representatives,

noting their planned 2026 start date for construction and the economic benefits the
development could bring to Lonsdale. Mayor Berg announced the upcoming City Council
and Work Session Meeting dates.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Pelava to adjourn the meeting at 8:52 pm. Vote
for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried

Respectfully Submitted:

A

Joel Af £rickson, City Administrator
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