MINUTES
CITY OF LONSDALE
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION MEETING
FEBRUARY 23, 2026

. CALL TO ORDER

Harding called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm in the Council Chambers at 103 15™ Ave
SE.

. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.

. ROLL CALL

Members Present: ~ Mike Harding, Mike Konyu, James Vosejpka, and Tim Kes
Members Absent: Jeremy Brainerd

City Staff Present:  City Administrator Joel Erickson and Community Development
Planner Cory Hinz-Ibarra

. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Harding asked if anyone had any additions, deletions, or corrections to the agenda. A
motion was made by Konyu and seconded by Kes to approve the agenda. Vote for:
Harding, Konyu, Vosejpka, and Kes: Vote Against: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE JANUARY 26, 2026 REGULAR

MEETING

Harding asked if anyone had any additions, deletions, or corrections to the January 26,
2026 Regular Meeting. A motion was made by Kes and seconded by Konyu to approve
the minutes from the January 26, 2026 Regular Meeting. Vote for: Harding, Konyu,
Vosejpka, and Kes: Vote Against: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.
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6. PUBLIC HEARINGS

a.

Public Hearing for Ordinance 2026-340, an Ordinance Amending City Code

§153.040 Zoning Districts

Harding opened the Public Hearing for Ordinance 2026-340. Hinz-Ibarra provided
background, explaining that at the January 26, 2026 meeting, the Commission had
finished reviewing permitted uses, accessory uses, conditional uses, and prohibited
uses in commercial and industrial districts. Hinz-Ibarra said the Commission had also
incorporated cannabis event organizer uses into all residential districts as permitted
uses. Hinz-Ibarra summarized the key updates from the January meeting:
incorporation of cannabis-related businesses in appropriate districts, addition of
indoor firing ranges in several commercial and industrial districts, addition of
microbreweries and micro distilleries across multiple districts, separation of butcher
shops from livestock feeding yards and slaughterhouses, changes to building design
and construction material requirements, increasing maximum height for principal
accessory structures to 45 feet in commercial and industrial zones, reduction in
minimum dwelling unit size from 600 to 500 square feet, changes to lighting
requirements, and removal of trash enclosure requirements in commercial and
industrial zoning districts. Harding said no members of the public were present to
comment, the hearing proceedéd to closure. A motion was made by Konyu and
seconded by Vosejpka to close the Public Hearing for Ordinance 2026-340. Vote for:
Harding, Konyu, Vosejpka, and Kes: Vote Against: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.

7. PRESENTATION OF CITIZEN PETITIONS AND COMMENTS

a.

None

8. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
a. None
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9. OLD BUSINESS

a.

Consider Approval of Ordinance 2026-340, an Ordinance Amending City Code
§153.040 Zoning Districts

Hinz-Ibarra presented the revised ordinance, with additional updates from Council
member Vosejpka regarding removal of air conditioning screening requirements from
industrial and commercial districts and removal of remaining trash enclosure
references. The Commission discussed several specific provisions that required
further consideration. Vosejpka said the current language prohibited sale of products
from gardening or horticulture uses in residential districts. Vosejpka questioned why
residents should not be allowed to sell extra produce from their gardens, especially
given social media marketing opportunities. The Commission agreed this restriction
was unnecessary, noting that state and federal regulations already govern larger-scale
sales operations. The restriction on sales was struck from the ordinance. Vosejpka
also discussed roommate limitations in residential districts. Vosejpka said the
ordinance contained a maximum limit of two roomers per dwelling unit. Vosejpka
said this was unnecessarily restrictive, given rising housing costs and the fact that
state statute already provides occupancy guidelines (1 per 250 square feet). The
Commission agreed to remove the specific limitation on roomers, allowing state
occupancy standards to govern. The Commission discussed yard sale provisions: the
ordinance specified yard sales could run Thursday 8:00 am to Sunday 8:00 pm with
no more than four sales per year. The Commission questioned both the day
restrictions and frequency limits. Erickson explained this was intended as a baseline
to address complaints about weekly garage sales. The Commission agreed to leave
these provisions unchanged with the understanding that a permit system could be
developed later if needed. Vosejpka raised concerns about large scale data centers,
citing current controversies in Farmington and other Minnesota communities.
Vosejpka advocated for prohibiting large-scale data centers due to their massive
water and electricity demands. Mayor Berg supported this approach but emphasized
the need for careful legal definitions to prevent developers from circumventing
restrictions through alternative classifications like telecommunications or light
industrial uses. The Commission agreed to add data centers as a prohibited use in all
commercial and industrial districts with Staff directed to work with the City Attorney
to develop appropriate legal definitions. Vosejpka noted that the B-1 and B-2 districts
contained language requiring all activities to be inside buildings with no outside
storage unless a conditional use permit was granted. Vosejpka pointed out that
existing businesses like the hardware store and gas stations already have outside
displays and storage. The Commission agreed to strike this provision.

Vosejpka said the I-1 and I-2 districts limited retail sales of products manufactured
on-site to 20 percent of floor area. Vosejpka explained this was too restrictive for
businesses like garden centers, microbreweries, and micro distilleries that would want
larger retail components. The commission agreed to remove the 20 percent limitation
while retaining language about reducing sales if excessive on-street parking occurs.
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A motion was made by Konyu and seconded by Vosejpka to approve Ordinance
2026-340 with additional changes. Vote for: Harding, Konyu, Vosejpka, and Kes:
Vote Against: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion carried

10. NEW BUSINESS

a. Review and Consider Approval to Schedule a Public Hearing for Ordinance 2026-
341, an Ordinance Amending Ordinance 2024-322, an Ordinance Amending City
Code §153.007 Accessory Building, Structures, Uses at the March 16, 2026 Meeting
at 7:00 pm or Shortly Thereafter
Hinz-Ibarra explained that at the January 8, 2026 City Council Meeting, the Council
had requested the Commission review shed definitions and fees for sheds under 200
square feet. Hinz-Ibarra said currently sheds between 25 and 200 square feet require a
$205 fee ($125 for inspections, $80 administrative fee) and a Zoning Permit
Application. Hinz-Ibarra said the Council had recommended updating the shed
definition to allow sheds up to 60 square feet (similar to chicken coop allowances)
without requiring fees, provided they meet certain criteria. Mayor Berg questioned
the inspection requirements, particularly for properties that already have established
boundaries like fences. Hinz-Ibarra explained that inspections ensure sheds are placed
where intended and protect neighboring properties from encroachment issues. Hinz-
Ibarra covered the full permit process: online application, survey submission, plan
review, fee payment, permit issuance, staking inspection, and final inspection. Hinz-
Ibarra emphasized that while complaints are not actively sought, the system provides
recourse when neighbors report violations. The Commission determined that the
current system was functioning adequately and decided not to pursue changes. A
motion was made by Harding and seconded by Kes to leave Ordinance 2026-341 as
is. Vote for: Harding, Konyu, Vosejpka, and Kes: Vote Against: None. Vote: 4-0.
Motion carried.

11. OTHER BUSINESS

a. Hinz-Ibarra thanked the Commission for being able to attend the Wednesday, February
25, 2026 Special Meeting to Review, Discuss, and Consider Approval of Land Use
Application 2026-01, Prairie View Concept.

12. ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Konyu and seconded by Kes to adjourn the meeting at 8:09 p.m.

Vote for: Harding, Konyu, Vosejpka, and Kes: Vote Against: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion
carried.

Respectfully Submitted:

Bt

Cory ijr( Ibarra, Coﬁlumty Development Planner
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