MINUTES
CITY OF LONSDALE
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
FEBRUARY 27,2025

. CALLTO ORDER

Mayor Berg called a meeting of the Lonsdale City Council to order at 7:02 p.m. in the
City Council Chambers, 415 Central Street West.

. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.

. ROLL CALL

Members Present: Brian Wermerskirchen, Kari Miller, Tom Berg, James Vosejpka,
and Scott Pelava

Members Absent: None
City Staff Present:  City Administrator Joel Erickson, Public Works Director Joe

Dornfeld, City Engineer Shibani Bisson, and Community
Development Planner Cory Hinz-Ibarra

. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Mayor Berg asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the agenda. A
motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Miller to approve the agenda. Vote: for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: Non. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Consider Approval of the Minutes from the January 30, 2025 Regular Meeting

Mayor Berg asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the January 30,
2025 Regular Meeting Minutes. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by
Wermerskirchen to approve the minutes as presented. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller,
Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

. PUBLIC HEARINGS

None




7. PRESENTATION OF CITIZEN PETITIONS AND COMMENTS

Charlie Peters, District Five Commissioner said he was at the State Capital for the past
two days and wanted to provide an update in how it is going to affect Rice County and
the City of Lonsdale in the future. Peters said the State budget excess is gone and there
will be a deficit for the next three years from the State. Peters said the Governor has
decided to cut basically 20% of money going to Rice County Human Services that is
mandated which in turn will increase the County’s levy by 8%. Peters said the other big
issue we have is Paid Family Medical Leave and nothing is set in stone and impacts all
public entities with implementation, guidelines, and how much the employee and
employer pay into it. Peters said this also affects schools, medical facilities, and nursing
homes. Peters said the big question is how you fill positions such as police, public works,
and outside help. Peters said if you go to lobby, please lobby for something because the
employee/employer contribution should be set because the bargaining units, if they use
that as a bargaining tool, it is hard enough to bargain now. Peters said if they do not set it
at 50/50 or 60/40 up there we will have a lot of issues. Peters said he did get the chance to
speak with all of our Representatives, Senators and it is split down the middle so nothing
is really get done this year and we all know that. Peters said another big issue is the
Bonding Bill, they have not had a Bonding Bill in two years and we need to get them
back on every other year for a huge Bonding Bill structure. Peters said we do and please
lobby for that if you go up there. Peters said it is going to affect you with the water tower
coming up in two to three years and if we do not get a good Bonding Bill through it is
going to hurt us all. Peters said on the County side, the Bixby Development is on our
radar and the County Engineer has already looked at it and is addressing some drainage
issues. Peters said he brought up the speed limit in the school zone on County Road 4 to
try to move it south and got the run around that it will need to do a Spped Study. Peters
said it is a County Road and didn’t see why we couldn’t move it out an eighth of a mile
or whatever to get it outside of Idaho Street. Peters said another big issue is EMS First
Responder Funding, Lonsdale Fire Department First Responders went up this year
especially for City the way the equation worked out. Peters said if we can get Medicare
Billing on some of that and get it up to what is should be and think they only allow
ambulance services and First Responders to bill at 35% of what the State is doing and
more money in the armor system for police department and Fire Department. Peters said
these are just some of the concerns we have as a County with funding issues. Peters asked
if there were any questions or would like him to bring up at the County. The Mayor said
he appreciated Peters coming to the meeting and providing the update. The Mayor said
for the Bonding Bill, he messaged Senator Lieske and talked to him about the water
tower going on the Bonding Bill. Peters confirmed the 20% is from the Governor’s
proposed budget to save money because of the deficit. Peters also confirmed the 8%
brought up for the County Human Services because the County bonded the new jail and
dispatching moving from Owatonna up to Faribault.




8. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA
Mayor Berg reviewed the items on the Consent Agenda and asked if anyone wanted any
items pulled for discussion. A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by
Vosejpka to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller,
Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None, Vote: 5-0. Motion
carried.

9. OLD BUSINESS
None

10. NEW BUSINESS

a.

Consider Approval of Resolution 2025-11, a Resolution Endorsing Federal
Legislation to Reimburse Body Armor Costs for All Emergency Responders

Erickson said the City has been requested to support an effort lead by Rice County
Commissioner Galen Malecha, Rice County Emergency Management Director Joe
Johnson and county fire and EMS chiefs urge Congress to adopt legislation to provide
additional funding for body armor vests and broaden the requirements to include
firefighters, rescue, and EMS personnel. Erickson summarized the basis for the
legislation and proposed legislation. Erickson said Staff is not aware that there is
specific legislation drafted and this is showing support for locally initiated effort for
overall legislation that provides funding for body armor for fire, rescue, and EMS
personnel. The Council supported the concept and wanted more visibility on the final
legislation to ensure it was realistic. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by
Miller to approve Resolution 2025-11. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg,
Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried

Consider Approval of a Request for Proposals for Mosquito Control Management
Services

Erickson said in order for mosquito control to begin in mid to late May, bids need to
be received at the end of March to be considered for approval at the April 10, 2025
meeting. Erickson said with residents desiring a more environmentally friendly
mosquito control program, for the last five years, the contractor has treated ponds and
waterways by using natural larvicide. Erickson summarized the Request for Proposal
(RFP) details and also included an all-natural/organic option. Erickson said
$40,000.00 was budgeted for the service in 2025. The Council discussed no-spray
zones, importance of mosquito control, and timing of spraying. A motion was made
by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Pelava to approve the Request Proposals for
Mosquito Control Management. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka,
and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote 5-0. Motion carried.




C.

Consider Approval of Resolution 2025-12, a Resolution Approving the Conveyance
of Real Property

Erickson said on January 9, 2025, the Council met in closed session to discuss an
offer and to make a counteroffer for the sale of property located at 115 Alabama St.
SW (old PD). Erickson summarized the agreement which included the purchase price
of $75,000.00, no earnest money, and closing date on or before May 1, 2025.
Erickson said the buyer is responsible for rezoning the property and surveying for the
new legal description to remove the building from the right-of-way. The Council
agreed with the sale of the Old PD and it was good to get it off the books.

A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Miller to approve Resolution 2025~
12. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against:
None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Consider Approval of Change Order No. 4 in the Amount of $5,855.37 for the City
Hall Remodel Project

Erickson presented Change Order No. 4 for the City Hall Remodel Project which
included six items totaling $5,855.37. Erickson said the first three were deductions
and the last three were additions. Erickson said that the total increase to the contract
from all change orders was $14,487.64 or 1.8% of the original bid. Erickson
confirmed to the Council that the alteration of the power outlets to the Council
Chambers desk was raised above the counter top to make it easier to plug in devices.
A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Pelava to approve Change
Order No. 4 in the amount of $5,855.37 for the City Hall Remodel Project. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Consider Acknowledgment of a Minnesota Lawful Gambling 1.G220 Application for
Exempt Permit With No Waiting Period submitted by the Nights of Columbus
Council 16225 for a Raffle on April 26, 2025

Erickson said the Knights of Columbus Council #16225 have submitted for approval
a MN Lawful Gambling LG220 Application for Exempt Permit to conduct a raffle on
April 26, 2025 at the IC Church Civic Center. Erickson said this is an annual request
and Staff is not aware of any reasons not to acknowledge the application with no
waiting period. A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Miller to
approve a Minnesota Lawful Gambling LG220 Application for Exempt Permit with
no waiting period submitted by the Knights of Columbus Council 16225 for a raffle
on April 26, 2025. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava.
Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.




f.  Consider Acknowledgement of a Minnesota Lawful Gambling 1.G220 Application for
Exempt Permit With No Waiting Period Submitted by the Knights of Columbus
Council 16225 for a Raffle on August 3, 2025
Erickson said the Knights of Columbus Council #16225 have submitted for approval
a MN Lawful Gambling LG220 Application of Exempt Permit to conduct a raffle on
August 3, 2025 at the IC Church Civic Center, associated with the Parish Festival.
Erickson said this is annual request and Staff is not aware of any reason not to
acknowledge the application with no waiting period. A motion was made Miller and
seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve a Minnesota Lawful Gambling LG220
Application for Exempt Permit with no waiting period submitted by the Knights of
Columbus Council 16225 for a raffle on August 3, 2025. Vote for: Wermerskirchen,
Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0.
Motion carried.

g. Presentation of the Lonsdale Economic Development Authority’s Year in Review and
Financial Status
Erickson presented the Lonsdale Economic Development Authority's (EDA) year in
review and financial status. Erickson highlighted accomplishments/activities which
i included the Small Cities Development Grant Program, TCU’s Pathways Program,
% Minnesota Millworks and Fixtures, promotion of the City through the new Facebook
| page, and Lunch & Learns engagements. Erickson said the EDA ended 2024 with an
unaudited fund balance of $111,973.66 which included the revolving fund.

h. Consider Approval of a Quote Submitted by Sherwin Williams in the Amount of
$11,200.00 for a Graco Linelazer V 3900 HP Striper
Dornfeld presented a quote for a paint striper to replace the City’s old donated one
from 2007. Dornfeld said the new Graco LineLazer V3900 HP sprayer has two spray
guns instead of one and has a laser guide for painting straight lines. Dornfeld said
$12,000.00 was budgeted for the purchase in 2025. A motion was made by
Wermerskirchen and seconded by Pelava to approve the quote submitted by Sherwin
Williams in the amount of $11,200.00 for a Graco LineLazer V 3900 HP Striper. Vote
for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote 5-0. Motion Carried.




11. OTHER BUSINESS

a. Department & Council Reports

Public Works:

Dornfeld reported that Public Works was street sweeping, installing the scoreboard,
working on the Jaycee Park concession stand remodel, new Public works pickup arrived,
and the Booster Station Project is underway. ‘

City Engineer:

Bisson provided updates on the Kwik Trip Project, Bixby Property Development, and that
the Wellhead Protection Plan Part 1 was approved by the Minnesota Department of
Health.

City Administrator:
Erickson said he was working on the garbage contract, sale of the old PD, compensation
study, and the completion of the first housing grant project.

Community Development Planner:
Hinz-Ibarra reported on the upcoming EDA Lunch & Learn and provided an update on
the preliminary Chicken and Cannabis Ordinances.

Councilmember Wermerskirchen:
Wermerskirchen shared updates from the Library Board Meeting, including the
recognition of $200.00 donation, IT improvements, and upcoming events.

Councilmember Miller:
Miller discussed future collaboration between the Park Board and the Library and park
improvement updates.

Councilmember Vosejpka:
Vosejpka said the Planning and Zoning Commission is working on the preliminary
Chicken Ordinance.

Councilmember Pelava:
None

Mayor Berg:

Mayor thanked Shanna Gutzke-Kupp from the Lonsdale Chamber of Commerce for the
coordination of the State of the City/Schools/Legislative Lunch & Learn Event, First
National Bank for sponsoring the lunch. Mayor Berg said he has been talking with a
business owner and thanked Staff for live  streaming Advisory Board Meetings.




ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Vosejpka to adjourn the meeting at 8:14 pm. Vote
for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None.
Vote: 5-0. Motion caried.

Respectfully Submitted:

/||

Joel A. ri(’:kson, City Administrator




