MINUTES
CITY OF LONSDALE
PARK AND RECREATION ADVISORY COMMISSION
FEBRUARY 9, 2026

. CALL TO ORDER

Miller called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm in the City Council Chambers, 103 15%
Ave SE.

. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.
. ROLL CALL
Members Present: Micki Ziskovsky, Kari Miller, and Dana Nickell
Members Absent: Jeanette Utecht and Charlie Peterfeso
City Staff Present: City Administrator Joel Erickson, Public Works Director
Joe Dornfeld, and Community Development Planner Cory
Hinz-Ibarra
. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Miller asked if there were any additions, deletions, or corrections to the agenda. A
motion was made by Ziskovsky and seconded by Nickell to approve the agenda as
presented. Vote for: Ziskovsky, Miller, and Nickell. Against: None.

Vote 3-0. Motion carried.

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Miller asked if there were any additions, deletions, or corrections to the January 12,
2026 meeting minutes. A motion was made by Ziskovsky and seconded by Nickell to
approve the minutes from the January 12, 2026 meeting. Vote for: Ziskovsky, Miller,
and Nickell. Against: None. Vote 3-0. Motion carried.

. PUBLIC HEARINGS

None

. PRESENTATION OF CITIZEN PETITIONS AND COMMENTS

None

. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

None
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9. OLD BUSINESS
a. Update: Bixby Development (Prairie View)

Hinz-Ibarra provided an update on what was previously known as the Bixby
Development, now called the Prairie View Development. Hinz-Ibarra explained
that Staff had previously reviewed the project at the March 17, 2025 meeting and
discussed parkland dedication options. Hinz-Ibarra said the development now has
a new developer, SML Holdings. Hinz-Ibarra reported that the new Prairie View
concept plan consists of 100 residential lots ranging from 42 to 62 feet in width
on a 30-acre parcel. Hinz-Ibarra said the parcel is currently zoned R1 and the
City's future parks and trails plan does not identify a park within the parcel. Hinz-
Ibarra said Staff is recommending that the developer incorporate a trail within the
along the south side of County Road 96 for future connection to the upcoming
MnDOT roundabout at County Road 96 and Central Street West, and eventually
to 10th Avenue Northwest. Hinz-Ibarra said Staff is also recommending cash in
lieu of park dedication, totaling $175,000, which would go back into the Park
Fund. Hinz-Ibarra noted that Loomis paid the $25,000 Concept Plan Review fee
and a Special Planning and Zoning Meeting has been scheduled for February 25t
followed by City Council consideration on the 26" to expedite the process.

The Board unanimously agreed that trail connectivity was important and
recommended cash in lieu of park dedication. Ziskovsky expressed wanting to see
a decent trail to help residents access nearby parks. Nickell echoed these
sentiments, and Councilmember Miller emphasized that connectivity is crucial
and that maintaining consistency with trails throughout the community is a key
priority for Lonsdale. There was discussion about which park would be closest to
the development, with consensus being Jaycee Park. The Board explored various
trail route options, including along the north side of the development on 70th
Street versus a route down the east side toward the dead end of 4th Avenue NW.

Dornfeld provided important technical perspective, noting that trails in wet areas
have proven problematic and costly to maintain based on past City experience.
Dornfeld pointed out that connecting a trail to the dead end of 4th Avenue NW
would not necessarily provide closer access to Jaycee Park since residents would
still need to cross Highway 19, and obtaining state approval for crosswalks can be
a difficult process. The Board reached consensus on recommending trail
connectivity along the north side of the development, with the understanding that
the developer would be responsible for paying for the trail as part of the
developer's agreement.
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10. NEW BUSINESS
a. Discuss and Review 2026 Park Events

Councilmember Miller had requested this agenda item at the previous meeting to
plan park events for 2026. Hinz-Ibarra noted that Staff had not yet discussed
details beyond the basic Arbor Day Tree Planting scheduled Friday, April 24,
2026 and requested Board input on planning the event and other proposed
activities throughout 2026. Nickell, inquired about past attendance and whether
other communities celebrate Arbor Day on weekends rather than the official day
to potentially increase participation. The Board acknowledged that last year's
turnout was not great. Dornfeld provided budget context, explaining that the
landscape materials account covers multiple expenses including mulch for
welcome signs, flowers for Main Street and welcome signs, Arbor Day trees,
replacement trees, and fertilizer. Dornfeld said given budget constraints, he
recommended planting one tree at Jaycee Park, specifically to replace an Ash
Tree between the basketball court and concession stand that will eventually die.
Dornfeld emphasized the importance of getting a replacement tree established
while the Ash Tree is still alive to minimize the visual impact when it is
eventually removed. The Board supported this practical approach. Ziskovsky
suggested locating the new tree slightly south to provide shade for the concession
stand workers. There was discussion about tree species, with Dornfeld preferring
diversity in the canopy and mentioning hybrid Elms as good options that are
growing well at other City locations. The Board agreed to continue with a 1:00
PM start time at Jaycee Park. Hinz-Ibarra noted that Mackenthun’s had reached
out asking about Earth Day or Arbor Day activities, offering to have employees
volunteer for park work. Ziskovsky proposed creating an Arbor Day crossword
puzzle featuring tree-related clues, such as Minnesota's State Tree (Red Pine), tree
that gives maple syrup (Maple), and trees with heart-shaped leaves (American
Linden). The puzzles would be distributed at Mackenthun’s and the Library
during Arbor Day week to provide an educational community activity. Dornfeld
suggested that if Mackenthun’s provides volunteers, they could assist with
practical park maintenance tasks like mulching flower beds and installing tree
bags, making the event more valuable and hands-on rather than just ceremonial.
The Board also discussed the historical practice of distributing free tree seedlings
from the DNR to elementary school students, which had good participation in the
past. This involved ordering 300+ seedlings in the fall, with Mayor Rud speaking
to students about tree importance. However, this would require significant
volunteer workforce to prepare and distribute the seedlings, and the Lions Club
that previously helped is no longer available.

Nickell presented several creative ideas for additional park events:

e Sled dog experience, noting that companies bring dogs to cities for mushing
demonstrations and rides, which Lakeville had recently hosted

e Minnesota Zoo animal presentations at parks featuring snakes, tortoises, or
other animals for educational show-and-tell events

e Meet-the-professionals events with police officers, fire department, or public
works staff at parks
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11.

12.

Ziskovsky suggested ice fishing events for kids during winter, providing hot
chocolate and cookies, noting that local lakes have plenty of fish and it would give
children experience with ice fishing. This could potentially be coordinated with
existing winter events in town. Councilmember Miller expressed continued interest in
hosting festivals in parks, including art festivals showcasing local artists and crafters,
food truck events, and music in the park programs with local musicians performing
monthly summer concerts from 6-8 PM on weeknights. Miller acknowledged the
challenges of securing donated musical performances and power requirements for
outdoor venues. The Board agreed to revisit event planning when all members are
present and requested cost estimates for the sled dog program. Staff will summarize
the discussion and bring recommendations back to the next meeting.

OTHER BUSINESS

a. Implementation of the 2026 Mosquito Spraying, Chemical-Free Pilot Park, and
Future Amenities Survey — February 9, 2026 Water Bills
Hinz-Ibarra provided an update that the survey is being mailed with the February
9, 2026 Water Bills. Hinz-Ibarra said residents will be able to scan a QR code on
the back of the Water Bill to take the 11-question survey, which features
relatively short, multiple-choice questions. Hinz-Ibarra confirmed hard copies of
the survey will be available at City Hall for those who prefer paper versions.

b. Public Works Update
Dornfeld reported that Ash Tree removal was underway due to the favorable
weather conditions and no leaves on trees. Dornfeld said Staff is specifically
targeting the Archery Range hill area and trees at Kalina Park. Dornfeld said the
ice rink season has ended due to poor ice conditions and unfavorable weather
forecasts.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Ziskovsky and seconded by Nickell to adjourn the meeting at
6:40 pm. Vote for: Ziskovsky, Miller, and Nickell. Against: None. Vote 3-0. Motion
carried.

Respectfully Submitted:

4
v

Cory Hinz-Ibarra, Comfnunity Development Planner
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