MINUTES
CITY OF LONSDALE
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MARCH 12, 2026

. CALLTO ORDER

Mayor Pro Tem Vosejpka called a meeting of the Lonsdale City Council to order at 7:00 p.m.
in the City Council Chambers, 103 15" Ave SE.

. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.
. ROLL CALL
Members Present: Brian Wermerskirchen, Kari Miller, James Vosejpka, and Scott
Pelava
Members Absent: Tom Berg
City Staff Present: City Administrator Joel Erickson, Public Works Director Joe
Dornfeld, Police Chief Jason Schmitz, Police Sergeant Jack
Schleichert, and Community Development Planner Cory Hinz-
Ibarra
. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Vosejpka asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the agenda. Dornfeld
requested to add Consider Approval to Schedule a Public Hearing Regarding the City of
Lonsdale’s Wellhead Protection Plan Part 2 as New Business Item 10.h. A motion was made
by Miller and seconded by Pelava to approve the agenda with the addition. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None.

Vote: 4 -0. Motion carried.

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Consider Approval of the Minutes from the February 12, 2026 Regular Meeting

Vosejpka asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the February 12, 2026
Regular Meeting. A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Miller to
approve the minutes as presented. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Vosejpka, and Pelava.
Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion carried




6. PUBLIC HEARINGS
a. Lonsdale Police Department — Use of Body Worn Camera Policy

Schmitz explained that the City was awarded funding for body worn cameras and
awaiting release of those funds. Prior to purchase, a policy needed to be drafted with
opportunity for public comment and a public hearing per state statute. Schmitz said the
policy was reviewed by the City Attorney who recommended no changes as it mirrors the
League of Minnesota Cities model policy. Schmitz confirmed the Public Hearing Notice
was published in the Lonsdale Area News Review and on the City website. Jeffrey
Vanreese of 1027 Ash St NE expressed surprise that the department did not already have
body cameras, noting they protect both officers and those being arrested. Vanreese
inquired about funding sources. Wermerskirchen confirmed it was federal funding
covering 100 percent of the purchase. Van Reese noted that while cameras cost $400-800,
the system maintenance costs thousands annually. Erickson clarified the total expense
was $180,000 covered by federal funding. A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and
seconded by Miller to close the Public Hearing for the Lonsdale Police Department — Use
of Body Worn Camera Policy. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Vosejpka, and Pelava.
Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.

7. PRESENTATION OF CITIZEN PETITIONS AND COMMENTS
None

8. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA
Vosejpka reviewed the items on the Consent Agenda and asked if anyone wanted any items
pulled for discussion. A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Miller to
approve the Consent Agenda. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote
against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.

9. OLD BUSINESS
a. None




10. NEW BUSINESS

a. Consider Approval of the Police Department’s Use of Body Worn Camera Policy
Schmitz noted they had just held the public hearing with one supportive comment. Pelava
recalled bringing up body cameras about five years ago but noted they were held back by
financing and lack of server space before the new police station was built. Pelava
expressed satisfaction seeing the initiative come to fruition. Wermerskirchen thanked
Schmitz for his work on the policy, noting he researched other departments' policies.
Wermerskirchen appreciated not having to burden local taxpayers and called it a win for
both the department and community. Miller echoed those sentiments, appreciating the
work put into the policy and Mayor Berg's efforts with federal representatives. Vosejpka
also thanked Mayor Berg and City Staff for their work on the project. A motion was made
by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Pelava to approve the Police Department’s Use of
Body Worn Camera Policy. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote
against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.

b. Consider Approval of a Request for Proposals for Mosquito Control Management
Services
Erickson presented the annual request for mosquito control proposals, similar to previous
years. Erickson said the treatment typically begins mid to late May depending on weather
with proposals due by April to be considered at the April 9™ Council meeting. Erickson
said for the past six years, the City has treated ponds with larvicide along with waterways
and requests bids for all natural/organic options. Erickson confirmed the RFP requests
quotes for synthetic pyrethroid-based insecticide, all natural organic options, and
larvicide treatment for surface water. Twenty-one treatments are requested beginning
around Tuesday, May 19™ through mid-September, based on community events and
Memorial Day, 4 of July, and Labor Day. Erickson said the budget is $47,600 for
weekly citywide treatment and $1,800 for larvicide waterway treatment. Erickson
reported preliminary results from the Park Board survey (closing March 16M): 82%
support continuing spraying, 77% preferring current chemicals, 11% organic, 12%
larvicide only, and 29% expressed concerns while 71% did not. Erickson said for a
chemical-free park, 29% supported it while 71% opposed. Erickson said if implemented,
Kalina Park was selected by 56% as the priority location. Miller asked about weather
provisions to avoid billing for missed treatments. Erickson confirmed treatments would
be rescheduled for suitable weather and the City retains the right to cancel during dry
conditions. Wermerskirchen clarified this was only to solicit bids, not commit to
spraying, emphasizing the need to be prepared regardless of final survey results. Miller
confirmed the decision was to spray in 2026 with the survey determining 2027 plans,
noting current results show overwhelming support for continuing current practices. A
motion was made by Miller and seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve the Request for
Proposals for Mosquito Control Management. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller,
Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.




C.

Consider Approval of a Proposal Submitted by Bolton & Menk in the Amount of
$2.600.00 to Provide Drinking Water Revolving Fund Lead Service Line Replacement
Funding Assistance

Dornfeld explained that Lead Water & Wastewater Operator Jordan Plotz applied for and
received $25,000 in grant funding to replace the City's only remaining lead service line.
Dornfeld said all communities are required to inventory and replace lead service lines in
coming years. The grant comes through the Drinking Water Revolving Fund via the
Public Facilities Authority. Dornfeld said to receive funding approval, the City must
submit a project plan, funding application, resolution, certification forms, and supporting
documents by March 31, 2026. Dornfeld confirmed Bolton & Menk's proposal includes
these deliverables. Dornfeld said the property owner at 306 Main St. S. confirmed
willingness to participate. The scope involves replacing the service line from curb stop to
water meter, as the section from water main to curb stop was replaced during a
reconstruction project. Dornfeld said the fiscal impact is up to $25,000 in revenue with
expected service line repair costs around $21,000. Without grant funding, the City would
be required to replace the line at its own expense. Wermerskirchen confirmed this was the
only lead service line remaining and thanked Plotz for securing the grant. Dornfeld noted
that having only one service line meant lower expectations compared to cities requesting
millions, and completing this work saves substantial future paperwork. Pelava
emphasized the importance of water and sewer infrastructure for community
sustainability. Miller also thanked Plotz for his grant work. Vosejpka noted this would
make the City 100% lead-free in the water system. A motion was made by Pelava and
seconded by Miller to approve the proposal submitted by Bolten & Menk in the amount
of $2,600.00 to provide Drinking Water Revolving Fund to Lead Service Line
Replacement Funding Assistance. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Vosejpka, and
Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.

Consider Approval of Resolution 2026-16, a Resolution Approving the City’s Public
Facilities Authority Drinking Water Revolving Fund Project Plan and Application
Dornfeld explained that with Council approval of Bolton & Menk's proposal, Resolution
2026-16 is required for the grant application to the Minnesota PFA for the lead service
line replacement project. Dornfeld said the fiscal impact is up to $25,000 in grant
funding. Without approval, the City would pay for the project and negotiate with the
property owner. Wermerskirchen noted the resolution showed $10,000 rather than
$25,000. Dornfeld explained the original request was $10,000 but they were awarded
$25,000. A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve
Resolution 2026-16 with the revision of $10,000 to $25,000. Vote for: Wermerskirchen,
Miller, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion
carried.




c.

Consider Approval to Authorize Staff to Solicit Bids for Televising Sections of the City’s
Sanitary Sewer System

Dornfeld explained that beginning in 2021, the City began routine jetting and televising
to remain compliant with the City’s sewer maintenance policy. Dornfeld said the City can
maintain compliance by televising all sanitary sewers in the proposed area and jetting
only necessary areas. Dornfeld confirmed $25,000 is budgeted for televising in 2026,
with Staff handling jetting. Dornfeld said the 2025 televising cost was $19,315 with
similar numbers expected. Wermerskirchen noted this was standard procedure and Pelava
compared it to regular oil changes for staying on top of maintenance. A motion was made
by Pelava and seconded by Wermerskirchen to authorize Staff to solicit bids for
televising sections of the City’s sanitary system. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller,
Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.

Consider Approval of Resolution 2026-17, a Resolution Appointing a Commissioner to
the Planning and Zoning Commission

Hinz-Ibarra reported receiving one Planning and Zoning Commission Advisory Board
Application from Reagan Anderson with Anderson being interviewed on March 4, 2026.
Hinz-Ibarra said the resolution would appoint Anderson to fill a one-year vacancy, move
Councilmember Vosejpka from voting member back to Ex-Officio Council
Representative, and remove Mayor Berg from the Commission. Pelava thanked Anderson
for his interest, noting his lifelong residency and family involvement in the town's
growth. Miller appreciated his willingness to get involved. A motion was made by
Wermerskirchen and seconded by Pelava to approve Resolution 2026-17. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None.
Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.

Consider Approval of Resolution 2026-18, a Resolution Accepting Donations for the
2026 Founders Fest Fireworks Display

Erickson reported receiving two donations since the last meeting: $750.00 from
Dwayne’s Body Shop and $750.00 from Dwayne’s Auto Sales. Miller expressed gratitude
for business involvement in Founders Fest. Wermerskirchen thanked Dwayne and his
family for being community cornerstones and appreciated all donors supporting this new
venture. A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Pelava to approve Resolution
2026-18. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.




h. Consider Approval to Schedule a Public Hearing Regarding the City of Lonsdale’s
Wellhead Protection Plan Part 2
Dornfeld explained the City is completing its Wellhead Protection Plan for drinking water
supply wells. Dornfeld said Part 1 is complete with Part 2 to be finished during the
summer of 2026. Dornfeld said Part 2 includes data elements and assessments within the
drinking water supply management area, inventory of potential contaminants, issues and
opportunities, goals and action strategies, evaluation strategy, and contingency plans for
water system disruption. Dornfeld said the notice was sent to local governmental units on
January 8, 2026 for a 60-day comment period, receiving two "no comment" responses.
Dornfeld said per Wellhead Protection Rules, a public hearing must be scheduled and
recommended Thursday, March 26, 2026 at 6:45 pm at the City Council Chambers.
Dornfeld confirmed the fiscal impact is minimal as this is a rule requirement. Pelava
asked about the 6:45 pm timing and whether it affected the regular Council Meeting.
Dornfeld explained it accommodates the Department of Health availability and is
specifically for this item before the City Council Meeting. Wermerskirchen appreciated
the long-term work on this project and committed to attending. Dornfeld noted the public
hearing would be conducted by Department of Health. A motion was made by Miller and
seconded by Pelava to approve to schedule a Public Hearing regarding the City of
Lonsdale’s Wellhead Protection Plan Part 2 on March 26, 2026 at 6:45 pm. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None.
Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.

11. OTHER BUSINESS
Department & Council Reports

City Engineer:

None

Public Works:

Dornfeld reported attending the Rural Water Annual Conference for wastewater continuing
education, noting good technology developments. Dornfeld noted generator repairs were
completed, street sweeping continued intermittently between weather changes, gravel was
delivered for alleys, park maintenance was beginning with warmer weather.

City Administrator:

Erickson reported meeting with SMIF virtually about regional planning, several meetings
with business developers, attending virtual federal grant funding meetings, and submitting a
$2.5 million Wastewater Treatment Plant Funding Request.

Community Development Planner:

Hinz-Ibarra reported that he has been working on the Technical Methods Inc (TMI) Land Use
and Site Plan Applications 2026-02, Kwik Trip Building Permit, and March 16, 2026
Planning Commission Agenda/Packet.




Councilmember Pelava:

Pelava reported on the upcoming EDA meetings with joint EDA and City Council work
session Thursday night to review development and rehab programs.

Councilmember Miller:

Miller reported on Parks Board activities, thanking the Lonsdale Community Foundation for
collaboration on food truck events planned for June 20™, July 18%, and August 15" at various
parks. Miller said the Founder’s Day Committee continues working with amazing
community and business support.

Councilmember Wermerskirchen:

Wermerskirchen reported that the Liquor Store Committee met to review new technology
website services, online ordering, and loyalty programs. Wermerskirchen said the demo was
not impressive and they will research alternatives at the upcoming MMBA Conference.
Wermerskirchen praised street sweeping effectiveness, noting the significant visual
improvement and community appreciation.

Councilmember Vosejpka:
Vosejpka reported on reported that Monday's Planning Commission Meeting is at 7:00 pm
and would focus solely on sign ordinance review.

Mayor Berg:
None

12. ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Wermerskirchen to adjourn the meeting at

7:49 pm. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion caried.

Respectfully Submitted:
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Joel Al. Erickson, City Administrator




