MINUTES
CITY OF LONSDALE
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MARCH 13, 2025

1. CALLTO ORDER

Mayor Berg called a meeting of the Lonsdale City Council to order at 7:00 p.m. in the
City Council Chambers, 415 Central Street West.

. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.

. ROLL CALL

Members Present:  Brian Wermerskirchen, Kari Miller, Tom Berg, James Vosejpka,
and Scott Pelava

Members Absent: None -

City Staff Present:  City Administrator Joel Erickson, Public Works Director Joe
Dornfeld, Police Chief Jason Schmitz, City Engineer Shibani
Bisson, and Community Development Planner Cory Hinz-Ibarra

. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Mayor Berg asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the agenda. An
addition was requested by Erickson to consider approval of a LG220 Application
submitted by Ducks Unlimited. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Miller to
approve the addition to the agenda. Vote: for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka,
and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

An agenda amendment was made by Wermerskirchen for the addition of the introduction
of Skywarn to be added to the agenda. A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and
seconded by Pelava to amend the March 13, 2025 Agenda with the addition of the intro to
Skywarn. Vote: for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against:
Non. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.




5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Consider Approval of the Minutes from the February 6. 2025 Work Session and the
February 13, 2025 Regular Meeting
Mayor Berg asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the February 6,
2025 Work Session and the February 6, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes. A motion was
made by Pelava and seconded by Miller to approve the minutes as presented. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS
a. Assessment Hearing — Delinquent Accounts

Mayor Berg opened the Public Hearing — Delinquent Accounts. Erickson said at the
February 13, 2025 Council Meeting, the motion was approved to schedule this Public
Hearing for delinquent accounts pertaining fire calls. Erickson summarized the
current assessment roll and informed the Council that payments have not been
received. Erickson said Staff provided the required published and mailed notices and
have not received written comments or objections to the proposed assessments.
Erickson said after the public hearing is held, the proposed Resolution will be
considered during New Business. Erickson summarized the Resolution terms.
A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Miller to close the Public
Hearing for Delinquent Accounts. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka,
and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

7. PRESENTATION OF CITIZEN PETITIONS AND COMMENTS
None

8. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA
None

9. OLD BUSINESS
None

10. NEW BUSINESS
a. Introduction of Evergreen Therapy Solutions

Erickson said leasing space at the new City Hall was a discussion item at the March
6, 2025 City Council Work Session Meeting. Erickson said that Evergreen Therapy
Solutions was interested in a space (south conference room) and invited Whitney
Docken and Kari Holden to introduce themselves at the meeting tonight. Docken and
Holden introduced themselves and summarized their services. Docken and Holden
confirmed their hours of operations, thirty minute sessions, need for Lonsdale
residents, and leasing timeline. The Council discussed the benefits of Evergreen
Therapy Solutions, clarification of logistics, and leasing timeline. The Council
instructed Staff to further discuss a potential lease for space at the new City Hall.




b. Introduction of Skywarn
Wermerskirchen said he was contacted by Roger Pesta from Skywarn due to the sale
of the Old PD and that Skywarn needed a new space. Wermerskirchen said they do
not have income and cannot pay for a new space. Wermerskirchen said they are going
to cease operations if they do not have a new space. Wermerskirchen said the only
fundraising opportunity for Skywarn is the annual Pioneer Power Show event with
their food booth. Wermerskirchen said they asked to have a discussion and to see if
the City had space for them. Wermerskirchen discussed a possible exam room at the
new City Hall for a new location to accommodate Skywarn. Tom Mecha and Roger
Pesta addressed the Council and requested a new space for Skywarn due to there is no
funding for the operations. Pesta said they have not been able to recruit new members
due to the uncertainty of having a future space. The Council asked Pesta how large of
space they needed. Erickson confirmed the current space is 30’ by 20°. Pesta
confirmed that the exam room is too small and they need a place where they can go to
for calls and pick up radios. Pesta discussed early storm warning for Lonsdale and for
Rice County. The Council said they were thankful for their service and will help them
find a space with access.

c. Consider Approval of Quote in the Amount of $67.778.64 Submitted by Motorola
Solutions for Five Mobile and Six Portable Radios and Equipment
Schmitz said the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and the Minnesota Bureau of
Criminal Investigation (BCA) are wanting all public safety departments to switch to
encrypted capable radios. Schmitz summarized the reasons for the change and the
current radios do not have the capability to operate in the level of encryption required.
Schmits said Rice County is switching to full encryption radios in 2026. Schmitz said
there is currently $25,000.00 budgeted for the encryption radios and that the City has
been awarded a $40,000.00 grant through the Department of Public Safety. A motion
was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Vosejpka to approve the purchase of
five mobile and six portable encrypted radios and equipment for $64,778.64 from
Motorola Solutions. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava.
Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried




d. Consider Approval of a Conditional Job Offer to Zachary Lehner as Full Time Police

Officer at Step 2 ($38.28)

Schmitz said back in January 20, 2025, an application from Zachary Lehner for the
open full-time policer officer position was received. Schmitz said an interview was
held shortly after by the Human Resources Committee and Staff. Schmitz said he was
recommending to give Zachery Lehner a conditional job offer as a full-time Police
Officer for the City of Lonsdale on the conditions that he successfully
completes/passes the background investigation, psychological and medical exam. A
motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Pelava to approve a
conditional job offer to Zachary Lehner ad full time Police Officer at Step 2 ($38.28).
Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote 5-0. Motion carried.

Consider Approval of Resolution 2025-13, a Resolution Adopting Assessments for
Delinquent Accounts

Erickson said the assessment hearing was held earlier in the meeting and no public
comments were received. Erickson summarized the assessment roll and proposed
Resolution 2025-13. Erickson recommended that the Council approve Resolution
2025-13. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Miller to approve
Resolution 2025-13. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava.
Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Consider Approval of Revised Change Order No. 4 in the Amount of $8,810.75 for
the City Hall Remodel Project

Erickson said the Change Order has been revised to include an additional item which
is the repair of the front receptionist desk and side “check out” desk with a new
surface. Erickson summarized Change Order No. 4 and proposed increase by
$2,955.38 with the revised total of $8,810.75. Erickson confirmed as part of financing
the project, $100,000.00 was accounted for as a contingency for items like this.
Wermerskirchen thanked Erickson for looking for less expensive options than were
initially proposed. A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Pelava
to approve revised Change Order No. 4 in the amount of $8,810.75 for the City Hall
Remodel Project. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote
against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.




g. Consider Approval of a 3.2% Malt Liquor Off Sale Liquor License Applied for by

Mackenthun’s Fine Foods

Erickson said Mackenthun’s Fine Foods has applied for a 3.2% Malt Liquor Off Sale
Liquor License for their grocery store at 750 Ash St. NE. Erickson said in addition to
their application, Mackenthun’s submitted the required certificate of liquor liability
insurance and Background Questionnaire. Erickson said the Background was
provided to the Chief of Police and it was determined there are no “disqualifiers” for
Mackenthun’s to obtain the requested liquor license. Erickson said since a 3.2 license
has not been issued in years, there is not a fee for a 3.2 license in the City’s Fee
Schedule and the City can still charge a fee if one is not listed. Erickson said in the
past, the fee was $10.00. Erickson confirmed to the Council that the impact to
Lonsdale Liquor is expected to be minimal. A motion was made by Miller and
seconded by Pelava to approve a 3.2% Malt Liquor Off Sale Liquor License applied
for by Mackenthun’s Fine Foods. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka,
and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Consider Approval of a Refuse/Recycling Collection, Transportation and Disposal
Agreement Between the City of Lonsdale and Dick’s Sanitation, Inc.

Erickson said the City Attorney has made minor changes to the Refuse/Recycling
Collection, Transportation and Disposal Agreement between the City and Dick’s
Sanitation, Inc. Erickson said he received a verbal confirmation from Dick’s today
confirming they accepted the changes and terms. Erickson summarized the contract,
recycling programs, and methods of service. Erickson confirmed to the Council that
the contract included the collection of white goods and that the recycling containers at
Mackenthun’s are staying and will be modified. A motion was made Pelava and
seconded by Vosejpka to approve the Refuse/Recycling Collection, Transportation
and Disposal Agreement between the City of Lonsdale and Dick’s Sanitation, Inc.
Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Presentation of the 2024 Community Development Report

Hinz-Ibarra presented the 2024 Community Development Report which included
population trends, Building Permit statistics, Land Use Permits, real estate home
sales, land development and vacancies. Hinz-Ibarra said the City was out of lots and
development was needed. Hinz-Ibarra confirmed to the Council that Staff were
working with developers on the Bixby Property and Harmony Meadows 2™ Addition.
The Council recommended incorporating commercial sales in the 2025 Community
Development Report. Mayor Berg said he is working with additional developers.




k.

Consider Approval of a Quote Submitted by Underground Technologies in the
Amount of $18,692.04 for Televising/Jetting Sanitary Sewer Main Lines

Dornfeld said the entire City has been jetted and televised and that the City can
remain in compliance with the sewer maintenance policy by televising sanitary
sewers in necessary areas. Dornfeld said Staff sent bid packets to eight contractors
and seven submitted bids to the City. Dornfeld said Underground Technologies is the
low bidder and recommended to award the quote submitted by Underground
Technologies in the amount of $18,692.01. A motion was made by Pelava and
seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve the quote submitted by Underground
Technologies in the amount of $18,692.04 for televising/jetting sewer main lines.
Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote 5-0. Motion Carried.

Discuss the City Council’s Water, Sewer and Park & Recreation Capital Outlay
Priorities, Goals and Objectives for 2025

Dornfeld said he presented the Streets Capital Outlay at the March 6, 2025 City
Council Work Session and was going to finish his Department’s priorities and
objectives for 2025 at this meeting. Dornfeld summarized the Water Department
goals which included the addition of a second water tower, treatment plant expansion,
future programs/studies, and addition of Well #6. Dornfeld confirmed that the Water
Tower Siting Study is budgeted in 2025 and the Council discussed funding options
for the future water tower. Dornfeld continued his presentation with the Wewer
Department which included the servicing of the aeration ponds, concept of the City
purchasing 80 acres of land to spread biosolids, sludge tank, pre-treat equipment
replacement, purchase of new Jetter/Vac truck, and lift station equipment
replacement. Dornfeld confirmed that the sewer plant is at half capacities. Dornfeld
concluded his presentation with the Park and Recreation Department and summarized
current Jaycee Park improvement projects, replacement of trails in poor condition,
and paving park parking lots. The Council thanked Dornfeld for his presentation and
managing Public Works Projects effectively. Mayor Berg said we should keep this
information in front of us for next year’s budget process.

Consider Acknowledgement of a Minnesota Lawful Gambling [.G220 Application for
Exempt Permit with no Waiting Period submitted by the Ducks Unlimited MNO115
Erickson said the Ducks Unlimited MNO115 submitted a MN Lawful Gambling
L.G220 Application for Exempt Permit this afternoon to conduct a raffle and Bingo on
April 26, 2025 at Rail 19 Bar & Grill. Erickson said Staff is not aware of any reasons
not to acknowledge the application with no waiting period. A motion was made by
Wermerskirchen and seconded by Pelava to approve a Minnesota Lawful Gambling
LG220 Application for Exempt Permit with no waiting period submitted by Ducks
Unlimited for a raffle and Bingo on April 26, 2025. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller,
Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion
carried.




11. OTHER BUSINESS

a. Department & Council Reports

Public Works:

Dornfeld said the Booster Station has been fired up without the new control panel, Staff
are still waiting for the control panel, Staff are working on the Jaycee Park Projects, street
sweeping has started, website updates have been made, and Staff attended the Shade Tree
Course this week.

City Engineer:
Bisson said she has been reviewing the Harmony Meadows 2" Addition submittals with
Staff and the Well Head Protection Plan Public Hearing will be scheduled in June.

City Administrator:

Erickson said he was reviewing engineering and legal proposals, sent out mosquito RFP,
attended the Chamber’s Networking Event, and was informed by MDOT that the
roundabout is moving forward.

Community Development Planner:

Hinz-Ibarra said he was sending out the March 17, 2025 Park Board and Planning &
Zoning Commission agenda/packets tomorrow morning and conducting the final
preliminary review of the Chicken Ordinance at the Planning & Zoning Meeting.

Councilmember Wermerskirchen:
Wermerskirchen said the Liquor Store Committee met this week and the numbers are up
over last year and the Library Board and EDA meetings are scheduled for next week.

Councilmember Miller:
Miller said the Liquor Store is doing a great job and the Park Board meets next Monday,
March 17, 2025 at 5:30 pm.

Councilmember Vosejpka:
Vosejpka said the Planning & Zoning Commission meet next Monday, March 17, 2025 at
6:45 pm.

Councilmember Pelava:
Pelava said EDA meets next Thursday and the Generations Networking Event went well.

Mayor Berg:
Mayor Berg thanked Staff for placing the City Herbicide Safety Data Sheets on the

of Lonsdale website, met with a business that wants to buy an existing business, working
with other developers, and recommend scheduling a Work Session in April.




ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Miller to adjourn the meeting at 9:20 pm. Vote
for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None.
Vote: 5-0. Motion caried.

N1,

Joel A} Erickson, City Administrator

Respectfully Submitted:




