MINUTES
CITY OF LONSDALE
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MARCH 26, 2026

. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Berg called a meeting of the Lonsdale City Council to order at 7:03 p.m. in the City
Council Chambers, 103 15% Ave SE.

. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.
. ROLL CALL
Members Present: Brian Wermerskirchen, Kari Miller, Tom Berg, James Vosejpka,
and Scott Pelava
Members Absent: None
City Staff Present: City Administrator Joel Erickson, Public Works Director Joe
Dornfeld, City Engineer Jason Malecha, Fire Chief Joe Pumper,
Police Chief Jason Schmitz, and Community Development Planner
Cory Hinz-Ibarra
. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Berg asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the agenda. Erickson said
10.f and 10.g was added to New Business. A motion was made by Miller and seconded by
Wermerskirchen to approve the agenda with the addition of Resolution 2026-20 and
Resolution 2026-21. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg. Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote
against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Consider Approval of the Minutes from the February 26, 2026 Regular Meeting

Berg asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the February 26, 2026
Regular Meeting minutes. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Miller to approve
the minutes as presented. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava.
Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried

. PUBLIC HEARINGS

a. None

. PRESENTATION OF CITIZEN PETITIONS AND COMMENTS

None




8. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA
Berg reviewed the items on the Consent Agenda and asked if anyone wanted any items pulled
for discussion. A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Pelava to approve
the Consent Agenda. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote
against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

9. OLD BUSINESS
a. None

10. NEW BUSINESS

a. Consider Approval of Requests Submitted by the Lonsdale Area Chamber of Commerce
Pertaining to Community Day 2026
Shanna Gutzke-Kupp, Executive Director of the Lonsdale Area Chamber of Commerce
presented the annual request to host Community Days on Friday and Saturday, August 7-
8, 2026. The event will feature a street dance on Friday night and the main festivities on
Saturday. The request included permits for temporary on-sale liquor license, road
closures, and the complete event package. Gutzke-Kupp highlighted a new addition this
year, a laser light show to be held during the band break on North Main Street, featuring
its own production with music. Gutzke-Kupp noted potential coordination needed with
the upcoming roundabout construction project which is expected to begin the second
weekend of May and last 8-9 weeks. Erickson confirmed they would work with MNDOT
on detour options if needed during the event weekend. Councilmember Miller expressed
gratitude to the Chamber and volunteers for their extensive work organizing this
community event, acknowledging the significant effort required. A motion was made by
Miller and seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve the requests submitted by the
Lonsdale Area Chamber of Commerce pertaining to Community Day 2026. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.




b. Consider Approval of a Quote Submitted by Nieman Roofing Co., Inc. in the Amount of

$52.500.00 to Replace the Roof on the East Addition of the Fire Hall

Pumper presented the request for roof replacement on the eastern portion of the Fire Hall.
Pumper said the original roof was replaced in 2010 and remains in good condition but the
eastern section roof has experienced multiple leaks requiring temporary repairs over the
past two years. Pumper said the Fire Department received proposals from two
contractors. Nieman Roofing submitted a proposal for $51,100 with an alternate price of
$52,500 depending on final installation requirements. Laraway Roofing quoted $55,780
for the same scope. Full roof replacement quotes ranged from $120,800 to $132,410, but
since leakage issues were isolated to the 2002 addition, replacing only the eastern section
was deemed the most cost-effective solution. Pumper confirmed the project scope
includes removal of existing roofing system and installation of a new EPDM roofing
system with updated flashing, insulation adjustments, and drainage improvements.
Pumper said the Fire Department had budgeted $80,000 for roof replacement, making
this project well within budget. Councilmember Wermerskirchen inquired about
insurance coverage possibilities from

recent hailstorms. Erickson confirmed the building sustained no hail damage and the
issues were due to age and deterioration. A motion was made by Berg and seconded by
Wermerskirchen to approve the quote submitted by Nieman Roofing Co., Ince in the
amount of $52,500.00 to replace the roof on the east addition of the Fire Hall. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.




C.

Consider Approval of a Quote Submitted by Fortress Floors of MN in the Amount of
$12.977.00 to Replace the Flooring in the Fire Hall Offices, Kitchen, Bathrooms, and
Meeting Room

Pumper explained that multiple flooring surfaces in the Fire Hall are reaching the end of
their service life. Pumper said the kitchen, bathrooms, hallway, and dispatch office
flooring was installed around 2010 and has begun showing signs of failure with sections
in the dispatch office pulling loose and creating trip hazards that required removal by
Staff. Pumper said two proposals were received and recommended Fortress Floors quote
in the amount $12,977.00 based on the City's previous positive experience with the
contractor, the polyurea system's longer warranty (15 years versus 5 years for epoxy), and
its commercial-grade durability. Pumper said the department anticipated spending
approximately $8,000 to address only the most problematic areas but the cost savings
realized from the roof project coming in under budget allowed them to recommend
completing all flooring areas at once. Pumper said this approach will reduce future
disruption and provide a consistent appearance throughout the building. Pumper said

the Fire Department had not previously budgeted specifically for this project but the
combination of anticipated replacement costs and savings from the roof project made the
comprehensive approach financially feasible. A motion was made by Pelava and
seconded by Miller to approve the quote submitted by Fortress Floors of MN in the
amount of $12,977.00 to replace the flooring in the Fire Hall offices, kitchen, bathrooms,
and meeting room. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote
against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion

Consider Approval of Resolution 2026-19, a Resolution Proclaiming April 24, 2026 as
Arbor Day in the City of Lonsdale

Hinz-Ibarra announced that the City has achieved Tree City USA status for the
seventeenth consecutive year, having first received the designation in 2009. Hinz-Ibarra
summarized the criteria for Tree City USA status include having a tree board (fulfilled by
the Parks and Recreation Commission), a tree care ordinance, an annual community
forestry budget of at least $2 per capita, and an Arbor Day observance and proclamation.
Hinz-Ibarra said the Park Board has been planning the 2026 Arbor Day event since their
February 9" meeting. Councilmember Miller added that Mackenthun’s Fine Foods
reached out to volunteer a team to help with mulching and other tasks at Jaycee Park
during the event and emphasized that everyone is welcome to attend the tree planting.
Dornfeld confirmed they received the Tree City USA designation for 2026. A motion was
made by Miller and seconded by Vosejpka to approve Resolution 2026-19. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.




€.

Consider Approval to Make a Conditional Job Offer to Andrew Ganfield as Full Time
Police Officer at Step 4 ($43.81/hr.)

Schmitz reported that on March 10, 2026, he, Councilmember Wermerskirchen, and
Sergeant Schleichert interviewed Andrew Ganfield for the open full-time Police Officer
position. Schmitz said Ganfield interviewed very well and they believe his life
experiences and skills will be a great addition to the community and police department.
Schmitz recommended making a conditional job offer contingent upon Ganfield
successfully completing and passing the background investigation, psychological
evaluation, and medical examination. Schmitz noted this is a formality that must be
completed before requesting any medical information and keeps the hiring process
moving forward. Councilmember Wermerskirchen praised Ganfield's qualifications and
professionalism. Councilmember Vosejpka noted this hire would leave the department
with one remaining open position. A motion was made by Berg and seconded by
Wermerskirchen to approve a conditional job offer to Andrew Ganfield as full time Police
Officer at Step 4 ($43.18/hr.). Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and
Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Consider Approval of Resolution 2026-20, a Resolution Accepting Donations
Hinz-Ibarra presented an update on donations received for the Founder’s Day
Committee's efforts to bring back fireworks. Hinz-Ibarra said the Council previously
approved an $18,000 fireworks display quote from Res Pyro at the November 13, 2025
meeting. Since the last donations were accepted, additional contributions were received
from Steele-Waseca Cooperative Electric ($500) and Lonsdale Tool and Manufacturing
($200). Councilmember Miller expressed excitement about the behind-the-scenes work
being done and gratitude for community and business support in bringing back fireworks
to Lonsdale for an awesome 4™ of July celebration. Other Councilmembers echoed
thanks to all donors and noted how the community support demonstrates that it truly
"takes a village" to make these events successful. A motion was made by Miller and
seconded by Vosejpka to approve Resolution 2026-20. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller,
Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion
carried.

Consider Approval of Resolution 2026-21, a Resolution Appointing Sean Buckridge to
the Library Board to Fill a Vacancy

Erickson said that Tyler Borgen submitted his resignation from the Library Board in
February. Erickson said the vacancy was advertised and one application was received
from Sean Buckridge. Mayor Berg and the interview committee recommend appointing
Buckridge to fill the vacancy with the term running through December 31, 2027.
Councilmember Wermerskirchen apologized for the delay in processing this appointment,
noting that Buckridge had already attended the last library board meeting.
Wermerskirchen noted that Buckridge was the original president of the Library Board
when the current library was built, making this appointment come "full circle." A motion
was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Pelava to approve Resolution 2026-21.
Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.




11. OTHER BUSINESS

Department & Council Reports

Mayor Tom Berg:

Berg acknowledged the collaborative efforts surrounding infrastructure projects, particularly
the Water Tower funding challenges. Berg commended the work of Staff and elected officials
in pursuing State Bonding Bill funding, including testimony at the state capitol by Erickson
and Dornfeld. Berg praised Erickson's professional presentation during the legislative
testimony and expressed appreciation for the team approach taken on major City projects.

City Engineer:

Malecha reported working through various grading as-built reviews, finalizing contract
documents for the 2026 Mill and Overlay Project, coordinating review work on the Prairie
View Development and associated lift station design, continuing work on the Wellhead
Protection Plan Part 2 public hearing, and finalizing the Wastewater Treatment Facility
Evaluation Report.

Public Works:

Dornfeld praised Staff’s exceptional work during the March 15 snowstorm that brought 15
inches of snow. Dornfeld reported spring cleanup was occurring, preparing baseball and
soccer fields, with tennis and volleyball nets up. Dornfeld confirmed the first varsity softball

game is scheduled for Tuesday at Jaycee Park with all systems tested and operational.
Dornfeld said hydrant flushing is scheduled for the week of April 20

Community Development Planner:

Hinz-Ibarra reported that the 2025 Community Development Report has been completed and
will be presented at the April 9, 2026 City Council Meeting, the Mosquito Spraying,
Chemical-Free Pilot Park, and Future Amenities Survey closed on Monday, March 16, 2026
at 11:59 pm, working with the Orlucks on the new City Blog called the “Headline”, and new
(no cost) Driveway Zoning Permit Application has been activated.

City Administrator:

Erickson reported reviewing Seasonal Public Works applications and responding to a
potential buyer of land in the business park. Erickson said City Hall and Public Works have
CPR training scheduled for April 6. Erickson said the Auditors were in town this week with
everything going well according to Tami Brokl and thanked her and Brittani Barnett for
coordinating and assisting with the process. Hinz-Ibarra announced that Erickson was named
employee of the month by the Lonsdale Area Chamber of Commerce.




12.

Councilmember Wermerskirchen:

Wermerskirchen praised Erickson's testimony at the State Capitol, noting his preparedness
and professional responses to questions. Wermerskirchen reported on the Library Board
Meeting and highlighted Cady Berg's presentation about the Community Foundation's
Disney princess party at the library, designed to introduce families to library services:
Wermerskirchen confirmed three library Staff members will attend the Public Library
Association Conference April 1-4 with two receiving scholarships. Wermerskirchen reported
the EDA met to discuss the Housing Rehabilitation Grant, Facade Grant, and plans to review
the Revolving Loan Fund policies including interest rates and funding mechanisms.

Councilmember Miller:

Miller noted that the Park Board and Founder’s Day Committee meet April 13™ and
appreciated the joint work session with the EDA. Miller reminded everyone of upcoming
community events: the Lonsdale Ambassadors Easter Egg Hunt on April 4™ at 1:00 pm at
Jaycee Park and the Ambassador’s Candidate Program registration closing April 7%,

Councilmember Vosejpka:
Vosejpka reported that Planning and Zoning met March 16™ to review the Sign Ordinance,
making numerous changes and preparing it for Public Hearing at the next meeting.

Councilmember Pelava:
Pelava noted that Wermerskirchen covered EDA business, emphasizing the value of the joint
work session in getting everyone on the same page for moving forward.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Pelava to adjourn the meeting at 7:58 pm.
Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion caried.

Respectfully Submitted:

N[ o<

Joel Al. Erickson, City Administrator



