MINUTES
CITY OF LONSDALE
PARK AND RECREATION ADVISORY COMMISSION
MARCH 9, 2026

. CALL TO ORDER

Miller called the meeting to order at 6:02 pm in the City Council Chambers, 103 15
Ave SE.

. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.
. ROLL CALL
Members Present: Jeanette Utecht, Micki Ziskovsky, Kari Miller, and Charlie
Peterfeso
Members Absent: Dana Nickell
City Staff Present: Public Works Director Joe Dornfeld and Community
Development Planner Cory Hinz-Ibarra
. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Miller asked if there were any additions, deletions, or corrections to the agenda. A
motion was made by Utecht and seconded by Peterfeso to approve the agenda as
presented. Vote for: Utecht, Ziskovsky, Miller, and Peterfeso. Against: None.
Vote 4-0. Motion carried.

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Miller asked if there were any additions, deletions, or corrections to the February 9,
2026 meeting minutes. A motion was made by Peterfeso and seconded by Ziskovsky
to approve the minutes from the February 9, 2026 meeting. Vote for: Utecht,
Ziskovsky, Miller, and Peterfeso. Against: None. Vote 4-0. Motion carried.

. PUBLIC HEARINGS

None

. PRESENTATION OF CITIZEN PETITIONS AND COMMENTS

None

. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

None
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9. OLD BUSINESS
a. Discuss and Review 2026 Park Events

Hinz-Ibarra provided updates on previously discussed 2026 Park Events. Hinz-
Ibarra said the Board had previously scheduled the Annual Arbor Day Tree
Planting for Friday, April 24, 2026 at Jaycee Park from 1:00-2:00 pm, including
planting one tree to replace a dying Ash Tree and mulching. Greg Lind from
Mackenthun’s Fine Foods confirmed participation and a group up to five will be
assisting with moving mulch during the tree planting. Hinz-Ibarra confirmed
Ziskovsky created the Arbor Day crossword puzzle that will be distributed at
Mackenthun’s starting April 20th. Cady Berg from the Lonsdale Community
Foundation requested partnership for food truck events on Saturday, June 201,
Saturday, July 18", and Saturday, August 15th. Berg had contacted multiple food
truck vendors and was passionate about bringing the community together while
highlighting the City's parks. The Board discussed logistics concerns including
parking limitations, trash collection needs, and scheduling conflicts with baseball
and soccer seasons. Dornfeld noted that picnic tables cost $2,000 each and are not
meant for frequent moving, recommending events be held at parks with existing
infrastructure. Dornfeld also highlighted that food trucks generate significant
garbage and there is no weekend Public Works presence for trash collection. After
discussion with Berg, the Board agreed to support the partnership with
recommendations for 4-6 food trucks maximum per event, scheduling at larger
parks with existing infrastructure, events from 4:00-7:00 pm, and consideration of
volunteer assistance for trash collection. The Board supported locations of Jaycee
Park for June, Sticha Park for July, and Kalina or Trenda Park for August.
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10. NEW BUSINESS
a. Presentation of the Rice County Future Trail Plan/Policy

Rice County Engineer Dennis Luebbe presented the preliminary Rice County
Trail Plan. Luebbe said the initiative began when the County was planning to
rebuild County Road 20 and realized the opportunity to include trail development
as part of past comprehensive and parks planning efforts. Luebbe said the plan
includes three levels of trail development: primary routes connecting major parks
and communities (shown in green), secondary routes connecting remaining
county parks, and tertiary routes for broader connectivity. Primary trails would
connect Northfield, Dundas, and Faribault to County Parks including Cannon
River Wilderness Area Park and Nerstrand Big Woods State Park. Luebbe
explained that trails would typically be built when County highways are
reconstructed, with an estimated cost of $150,000-$200,000 per mile (10% of
total road project cost). Luebbe confirmed the County's cost participation policy
covers most street improvements for cities under 5,000 residents, though
municipalities would negotiate costs for sidewalks and trails. Luebbe said
construction funding comes from State Aid and County Sales Tax, not property
tax levies, though maintenance costs may involve some property tax. The Board
was in support of the preliminary trail plan if no City of Lonsdale taxes were used
and recommended the trail plan to connect to the City. Luebbe said the County is
seeking feedback from all municipalities and townships and will continue
developing the plan through their parks committee process.

11. OTHER BUSINESS
a. Hinz-Ibarra reported that the 2026 Mosquito Spraying, Chemical-Free Pilot Park,
and Future Amenities Survey deadline has been extended to Monday, March 16,
2026 (11:59 pm) due to the post office losing the February Water Bills. Hinz-
Ibarra said the results will be presented at the April 13, 2026 meeting.

b. Hinz-Ibarra said Resolution 2026-12, a Resolution Approving Land Use
Application 2026-01, Concept Plan for the Prairie View Development was
approved at the February 26, 2026 City Council Meeting.

c. Dornfeld said the Board will begin the 2026 Park Budget process a the April 13,
2026 meeting. Dornfeld informed the Board that budget cuts eliminated most of
the 2026 Park Board priorities which included the Veterans Memorial
improvements, Jaycee Park concrete work, and pickleball additions. Dornfeld
outlined various infrastructure needs and costs: Sticha Park parking lot paving

($100,000), Kalina Park parking lot ($70,000), trail extension from Willow Creek

| Drive to Sticha Park ($92,000), Jaycee Park scoreboard addition, trail

maintenance, potential lighting replacement at DRS Park ($350,000), Jaycee Park
drinking fountains ($4,000 each), and dog park improvements including parking
lot lighting, sidewalks, and additional fencing. Dornfeld requested the Board to
provide prioritized recommendations by the next meeting, categorized by major
projects, maintenance needs, and multi-year initiatives to guide the 2027 budget
process
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d. Hinz-Ibarra presented the Arbor Day crossword puzzle Ziskovsky created which
will be distributed at Mackenthun’s Fine Foods April 20" —24™. The Board
thanked Ziskovsky for her work.

12. ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Utecht and seconded by Ziskovsky to adjourn the meeting at
7:11 pm. Vote for: Utecht, Ziskovsky, Miller, and Peterfeso. Against: None. Vote 4 -
0. Motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted:

/;//&/// s %//////

Cory Hinz-Ibarra, €ommunity Development Planner
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