MINUTES
CITY OF LONSDALE
PARK AND RECREATION ADVISORY COMMISSION
APRIL 13,2026

. CALL TO ORDER

Miller called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm in the City Council Chambers, 103 15
Ave SE.

. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.
. ROLL CALL
Members Present: Micki Ziskovsky, Kari Miller, Dana Nickell, and Charlie
Peterfeso
Members Absent: Jeanette Utecht
City Staff Present: City Administrator Joel Erickson, Public Works Director
Joe Dornfeld and Community Development Planner Cory
Hinz-Ibarra
. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Miller asked if there were any additions, deletions, or corrections to the agenda. A
motion was made by Peterfeso and seconded by Nickell to approve the agenda as
presented. Vote for: Ziskovsky, Miller, Nickell, and Peterfeso. Against: None.
Vote 4-0. Motion carried.

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Miller asked if there were any additions, deletions, or corrections to the March 9,
2026 meeting minutes. A motion was made by Peterfeso and seconded by Ziskovsky
to approve the minutes from the March 9, 2026 meeting. Vote for: Ziskovsky, Miller,
Nickell, and Peterfeso. Against: None. Vote 4-0. Motion carried.

. PUBLIC HEARINGS

None

. PRESENTATION OF CITIZEN PETITIONS AND COMMENTS

None

. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
None
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9. OLD BUSINESS
a. Discuss and Review 2026 Park Events

Hinz-Ibarra summarized previously discussed event ideas, including a sled dog
experience, Minnesota Zoo animal presentation, ice fishing event, a local arts and
food truck festival, and a proposed collaborative food truck series with the
Lonsdale Community Foundation on June 20, July 18, and August 15. The Board
reached a consensus that the City should not expend municipal funds to plan or
host park events at this time, given budget constraints. The Board expressed
support for partnering with community organizations or individuals who wish to
host events at City parks independently and at no cost to the City. Chair Miller
noted the Lions Club's upcoming free Earth Day seed-planting event at Jaycee
Park as an example of the preferred model. Absent member Utecht's written
comments were read into the record, expressing the same position. The Board's
direction to Staff is that outside organizations are welcome to present event
proposals, and the city will be more inclined to partner when no municipal
funding is required.

10. NEW BUSINESS

a.

Discuss Park Department Projects and 2027 Budget

Dornfeld presented a prioritized list of capital improvement projects for Board

consideration in advance of the 2027 budget process, for which recommendations

are due by June 2026. Projects presented included:

e Shade shelters / pavilion at RayAnn Park ($7,155-$72,000 depending on
scope; full facility at $575,000)

e Paving of park parking lots — Sticha Park ($100,000), Kalina Park ($70,000),
with additional unpaved lots at Trenda Memorial, Jaycee Park, and Jaycee
Auxiliary Park

e Trail extension from Willow Creek Drive to Sticha Park ($92,000)

e Jaycee Park ADA compliance and pavement improvements — concession
stand area ($10,000-$13,000 in-house; pavement around pavilions and
dugouts at $30,000)

e Dog Park improvements — concrete sidewalk from entrance to pavilion and
water station; lighting via connection to wastewater treatment plant

e DRS baseball field lights ($350,000; funding mechanism to be determined)

e Trail improvements and maintenance (recent projects ranging from $141,000—
$150,000 per cycle)

e Pickleball courts at Jaycee Park (4 courts: $173,890 + engineering; 6 courts:
$232,000 + engineering; lights add $50,000)

e Multi-sport net system at Trenda Memorial tennis court for pickleball
functionality ($5,153 + installation)

e Removal of non-regulation baseball field at Singing Hills Park (in-house,
council approval needed)

e Veterans Memorial Paver and Landscaping Enhancement (30 pavers:
$14,240; 60 pavers: $28,680)

e Pollinator garden continuation
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The Board discussed priorities and reached general consensus on the following
direction to Staff, in order of priority: (1) safety improvements and ADA
accessibility, particularly at Jaycee Park; (2) Sticha Park trail connection and
parking lot paving; (3) Trail maintenance and improvements; (4) Shade Shelters.
The Board also supported removing the Singing Hills Park baseball field as a low-
cost maintenance reduction measure, and adding pickleball functionality to the
Trenda tennis court as a cost-effective amenity addition. Regarding the DRS
baseball field lights, the Board agreed the project warrants long-term planning and
that a meeting with the baseball teams should be arranged to establish funding
expectations and a project timeline. Staff noted that approximately $275,000 in
park dedication fees from a new housing development may become available,
though this figure is not yet finalized. Staff will return at the next meeting with
additional cost detail and a framework for short-, mid-, and long-term project
prioritization to inform the overall budget recommendation to the City Council.

. Review 2026 Mosquito Spraying, Chemical-Free Pilot Park, and Future

Amenities Survey

Hinz-Ibarra presented results from the 2026 citywide survey which was mailed
with water bills to 1,748 properties and received 406 online responses and 9 hard-
copy responses. Key results were as follows:

Continue mosquito spraying: 83% yes, 17% no

Preferred method: 78% current chemicals, 11% organic, 11% larval control
Concerns about pesticide application: 28% yes, 71% no

Chemical-free pilot park: 71% no, 30% yes; among those in favor, Kalina
Park was the top choice at 55%

e Future amenities interest (ranked): swimming pool/water park, athletic/sports
dome, splash pad, community garden, pickleball, outdoor band shelter,
inclusive playground, shuffleboard

* The majority of the Board recommended continuing the existing mosquito
spraying program with current chemicals for 2027, consistent with the survey
results. Nickell advocated for discontinuing mass spraying in favor of larval
control. The Board agreed to incorporate improved public communication —
including advance notifications of spray schedules and broader distribution of
safety data sheets and to continue exploring larval control as a future option.
Absent member Utecht's written recommendation to continue current spraying
was read into the record. With 70% of survey respondents opposed, the Board
voted not to implement a chemical-free pilot park at this time. Chair Miller noted
that public education on what a chemical-free designation entails may be
warranted before revisiting the question. The Board noted the survey results for
future amenities was informational purposes only. No new amenities were
proposed or approved.
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11. OTHER BUSINESS
a. Hinz-Ibarra reported that the City Council approved Resolution 2026-19, a
Resolution Proclaiming April 24, 2026 as Arbor Day in the City of Lonsdale at
the March 26, 2026 meeting.
b. Dornfeld confirmed that Lonsdale is receiving the 2025 Tree City USA
recognition.

c. Hinz-Ibarra reminded the Board that the Arbor Day Tree Planting is scheduled for
Friday, April 24, 2026 at Jaycee Park starting at 1:00 pm.

12. ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Ziskovsky and seconded by Peterfeso to adjourn the meeting
at 7:02 pm. Vote for: Ziskovsky, Miller, and Peterfeso. Against: None. Vote 4 -0.
Motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted:

///;7/7//?;7/2/;////'1

Cory Hinz-Ibarra, Community Development Planner
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