MINUTES
CITY OF LONSDALE
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION MEETING
APRIL 20, 2026

. CALL TO ORDER

Brainerd called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm in the Council Chambers at 103 15™ Ave
SE.

. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.

. ROLL CALL

Members Present: ~ Mike Harding, Mike Konyu, Reagan Anderson, Jeremy Brainerd,
and James Vosejpka

Members Absent: Tim Kes

City Staff Present: =~ Community Development Planner Cory Hinz-Ibarra

. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Brainerd asked if anyone had any additions, deletions, or corrections to the agenda. A
motion was made by Konyu and seconded by Harding to approve the agenda. Vote for:
Harding, Konyu, Anderson, and Brainerd: Vote Against: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion
carried.

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE MARCH 16, 2026 REGULAR

MEETING

Brainerd asked if anyone had any additions, deletions, or corrections to the March 16,
2026 Regular Meeting. A motion was made by Harding and seconded by Anderson to
approve the minutes from the March 16, 2026 Regular Meeting. Vote for: Harding,
Konyu, Anderson, and Brainerd: Vote Against: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.
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6. PUBLIC HEARINGS

a. Public Hearing for Ordinance 2026-341, an Ordinance Amending Ordinance 2025-
332, an Ordinance Amending City Code §153.079 Signs
Hinz-Ibarra reported that the mandatory 10-day public hearing notification had been
advertised in the Lonsdale News Review commencing April 7, 2026 and that no
public comments were received prior to or at the meeting. Hinz-Ibarra summarized
the proposed amendments to City Code §153.079 Signs as previously recommended
by the Commission, including: adding "stand alone" to the freestanding sign
definition; substituting "neighboring" for "any part of" on page 9; deleting the
drainage/utility easement encroachment language; replacing "building signs" with
"signs"; inserting "base" to freestanding signs; changing a numerical value from 1 to
2; deleting drive-thru restaurant menu signage City Administrator approval language;
deleting the one-sandwich-board-per-entity restriction; increasing the allowable size
from 6 to 8 square feet; and changing "building" to "street frontage" for the relevant
standard. No public comments were offered from the floor. A motion was made by
Konyu and seconded by Harding to close the Public Hearing for Ordinance 2026-341.
Vote for: Harding, Konyu, Anderson, and Brainerd: Vote Against: None. Vote: 4-0.
Motion carried.

7. PRESENTATION OF CITIZEN PETITIONS AND COMMENTS
a. None

8. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
a. None

9. OLD BUSINESS

a. Consider Approval of Ordinance 2026-341, an Ordinance Amending Ordinance
2025-332, an Ordinance Amending City Code §153.079 Signs
Hinz-Ibarra presented the ordinance for formal consideration following the public
hearing, noting it incorporated all amendments previously recommended by the
Commission. No further changes were proposed by Commission. The ordinance was
recommended for forwarding to the April 30, 2026 City Council meeting for final
approval. A motion was made by Anderson and seconded by Konyu to approve
Ordinance 2026-341. Vote for: Harding, Konyu, Anderson, and Brainerd: Vote
Against: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.
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10. NEW BUSINESS
a. Review and Consider Approval of Land Use Application 2026-02 Site Plan —

Technical Methods Inc.
Hinz-Ibarra presented the Staff Report for Land Use Application 2026-02, submitted
by Justin Lau of Technical Methods Incorporated (TMI), proposing a 100-by-120-
foot building addition connecting to the south side of the existing facility at 1951
Commerce Drive Southeast. The property is zoned 1-2 Medium Industrial, and all
applicable zoning standards were reviewed and found to be in compliance, including
lot coverage, setbacks, building height, parking, landscaping, and building materials.
The proposed addition will utilize precast concrete wall panels matching the existing
building. Hinz-Ibarra confirmed stormwater management was also reviewed with
runoff directed via a graded swale to the existing storm sewer at the south end of the
access drive, with rip rap at the outlet for erosion control. Hinz-Ibarra noted the
urgency of moving this application forward given the start of the construction season
and commended the TMI Team for their collaborative approach throughout the
process. Justin Lau, owner of TMI, addressed the Commission. Lau stated that TMI
has operated in Lonsdale for approximately ten years and currently employs roughly
19 people in high-paying positions. Lau explained that the company serves the
aerospace and defense industries, building patterns — a specialized form of tooling
used by foundries for pouring aluminum and magnesium castings. Lau noted that this
trade is no longer commonly taught in trade schools, making it incumbent upon TMI
to develop its own workforce through an internal apprenticeship program. Lau said
the proposed expansion would add workstations to accommodate that growth and
enable additional hiring. Lau expressed pride in supporting the defense industry as an
Air Force Veteran, and conveyed enthusiasm about the company's continued
partnership with the City of Lonsdale. The Commission responded positively and
engaged in a brief conversation with Lau about the nature of TMI's work, including
the types of parts potentially produced for military aircraft. Hinz-Ibarra said Staff
recommended approval subject to the following conditions: (1) execution of an
Encroachment Agreement - the applicant shall be responsible for any retaining wall
required when Gatfield Avenue is expanded; (2) the applicant shall be responsible for
relocation of any impacted light poles in coordination with Steele — Waseca
Cooperative Electric; and (3) the applicant shall be responsible for replacing or
relocating any existing trees impacted by the project. A motion was made by Konyu
and seconded by Harding to approve Land Use Application 2026-02 Site Plan —
Technical Methods Inc. Vote for: Harding, Konyu, Anderson, and Brainerd: Vote
Against: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.
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b. Consider Approval of Interim Ordinance 2026-342 Prohibiting the Location,

Establishment, and Operation of Data Centers in the City of Lonsdale
Hinz-Ibarra presented an interim ordinance, drafted by the City Attorney, establishing

a one-year moratorium on the location, establishment, and operation of data centers
within the City of Lonsdale. Hinz-Ibarra explained that this approach was
recommended by the City Attorney over an outright ban, as a permanent ban without
adequate supporting findings could expose the City to regulatory taking or inverse
condemnation claims potentially worth millions of dollars. A moratorium, by
contrast, is statutorily authorized, has withstood legal challenge, and provides a
defensible one-year window during which the City can gather studies and factual
information to support a longer-term regulatory position. Hinz-Ibarra relayed the City
Attorney's definition of "data center" as it appears in the draft ordinance: a facility or
complex used primarily for storage, management, processing, and transmission of
digital data — including cryptocurrency mining, Al generation, and Internet support
— housing servers and associated computing equipment, and potentially including
cooling systems, power generators, water storage, utility substations, and ancillary
structures such as perimeter fencing and security facilities. The Commission and
Councilmember Vosejpka engaged in substantive discussion regarding the rationale
for the moratorium. Vosejpka noted that two-thirds of the City Council supported
taking action against data centers in their current form, and that a net-positive
environmental standard, similar to what was explored in Northfield — could serve as
a potential framework going forward. Vosejpka described the situation in Farmington,
where a data center developer offset water usage by acquiring a golf course, though
he noted that arrangement came with tradeoffs including transitioning from private
wells to city water. Konyu raised concerns about unsubstantiated but emerging
reports from other states, including potential water contamination from heavy metals,

noise impacts from facility operations, electromagnetic radiation health concerns, and
the environmental impact of diesel generator burn-off. Harding noted that he had
direct experience working in data centers and echoed the concerns about noise and
diesel burn-off, stating that these burns can take an entire day and are quite loud. The
Commission also discussed the economic uncertainty surrounding Al infrastructure
investment, drawing a parallel to the dot-com bubble, and the potential liability of
hosting a facility that could be abandoned. Hinz-Ibarra confirmed that the moratorium
is not self-renewing and that Staff would place the matter back on the Commission's
agenda prior to the expiration date of April 30, 2027, should continuation be pursued.
Hinz-Ibarra also noted that the study required to support any future action can be
conducted in-house, drawing on information from other municipalities, including
Eagan, which was reported to have recently entered its own data center moratorium.
Hinz-Ibarra confirmed that a moratorium must be enacted by ordinance rather than
resolution, and that no public hearing is required for an interim ordinance of this type.
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A motion was made by Konyu and seconded by Anderson to approve Ordinance
2026-342. Vote for: Harding, Konyu, Anderson, and Brainerd: Vote Against: None.
Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.

11. OTHER BUSINESS
Hinz-Ibarra provided a status update on Ordinance 2026-340, noting that Staff and the

City Attorney's office continue to work through a thorough review of the ordinance.
Hinz-Ibarra stated that a significant number of definitional inconsistencies have been
identified between the zoning districts chapter and the definitions chapter of the City
Code and that resolving these inconsistencies is a priority before the ordinance can be
brought forward. Hinz-Ibarra additionally said that the Erickson has raised the prospect
of developing a Rental Property City Code, as the City currently has no such ordinance.
Several inquiries have been received from the public on this topic. Staff intends to
research what comparable cities, such as Elko New Market and Montgomery, have in
place before bringing any proposal to the Commission.

12. ADJOURNMENT _
A motion was made by Harding and seconded by Konyu to adjourn the meeting at 7:38
p.m. Vote for: Harding, Konyu, Anderson, and Brainerd: Vote Against: None. Vote: 4-0.
Motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted:

“Cory Hinz-Ibarra, Community Development Planner
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