MINUTES
CITY OF LONSDALE
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION MEETING
APRIL 21, 2025

1. CALL TO ORDER

Kodada called the meeting to order at 6:45 pm in the Council Chambers at 415 Central
Street West.

. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.

. ROLL CALL

Members Present: Mike Harding, Mike Konyu, Joe Kodada, Jeremy Brainerd, James
Vosejpka, and Tim Kes

Members Absent: None
City Staff Present:  City Administrator Joel Erickson, Public Works Director Joe

Dornfeld, Police Chief Jason Schmitz, Fire Fighter Kevin Malecha,
and Community Development Planner Cory Hinz-Ibarra

. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Kodada asked if anyone had any additions, deletions, or corrections to the agenda. A
motion was made by Harding and seconded by Brainerd to approve the agenda. Vote for:
Harding, Konyu, Kodada, Brainerd, and Kes: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE MARCH 17, 2025 REGULAR

MEETING

Kodada asked if anyone had any additions, deletion, or corrections to the March 17, 2025
Regular Meeting Minutes. A motion was made by Konyu and seconded by Kes to
approve the minutes from the March 17, 2025 Regular Meeting. Vote for: Harding,
Konyu, Kodada, Brainerd, and Kes: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.
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6. PUBLIC HEARINGS

a.

Public Hearing Ordinance 2025-330, an Ordinance Amending Chapter 90 of the
Lonsdale City Code Concerning Chickens

Kodada opened the Public Hearing for Ordinance 2025-330, and Ordinance
Amending Chapter 90 of the Lonsdale City Code. Kodada said speakers should come
to the podium, provide their name and address, and limit their comments to two
minutes. Eric Knapp, 332 16" Ave SE expressed his concern with the $50.00
proposed permit fee for chickens and viewed it as a hidden tax on citizens. Knapp
questioned what services the City would provide in return for this fee. Jennifer Floyd,
421 1% Ave NE said she was in favor of chickens and it would be a positive factor for
people choosing to purchase homes in Lonsdale and allow for self-sustainability.
Floyd said chickens are not noisier or messier than dogs and make good pets. Hinz-
Ibarra summarized the proposed ordinance which included the fee structure, permit
requirements, and the general standards for keeping backyard chickens. Hinz-Ibarra
said inspections would be complaint-driven and the City had received two e-mails
during the Public Hearing Notice regarding noise complaints with existing roosters.
Eric Knapp spoke again and said the ordinance is government overreach and objected
to the fees and permit requirements for having chickens on private property. Jesse
Cooper, 306 2" Ave SW said requiring permits for chickens was contrary to
American freedoms and unconstitutional. Cooper said this was government
interference in personal affairs and property rights. Cooper said there is a need for
roosters to sustain flocks and objected to restrictions on slaughtering chickens.
Erickson said the Commission are volunteers who make recommendations to the City
Council and are not paid. Kevin Malecha, Lonsdale Fire Department thanked the
Commission for adopting their safety recommendations. Malecha said the Fire
Department still does not support introducing backyard chickens within City limits
due to public safety concerns, fire risks, and potential property damage. Jennifer
Floyd spoke again and shared her 40 years of experience raising fancy poultry and
that the risks associated with chicken coops are not widespread and that urban
chicken keeping is well-documented and safe. Floyd said chickens can benefit the
local economy and community engagement. After public comments were made,
Kodada recommended a motion to close the public hearing. A motion was made by
Brainerd and seconded by Konyu to close the Public Hearing for Ordinance 2025-
330, an Ordinance Amending Chapter 90 of the Lonsdale City Code. Vote for:
Harding, Konyu, Kodada, Brainerd, and Kes: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

7. PRESENTATION OF CITIZEN PETITIONS AND COMMENTS
None

8. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
None
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9. OLD BUSINESS
a. Review and Discuss Ordinance 2025-331, an Ordinance to Regulate Cannabis

Businesses

Hinz-Ibarra said Commission’s previous recommendations had been incorporated
into the preliminary ordinance including limiting retail registrations to one,
establishing zoning requirements, determining hours of operation, and recommending
restrictions for temporary events. Vosejpka recommended rephrasing the retail
section to clarify that the limitation of one business applies specifically to the sale of
cannabis flower as there are already businesses permitted to sell infused drinks and
low dose edibles. Kodada said we should abandon the whole idea and why ask for
more problems in town and does not see the benefit of it. Konyu shared anecdotal
information about issues with dispensaries and growing operations in other areas.
Erickson confirmed Staff would need to check with the City Attorney whether
prohibiting cannabis businesses was an option given that the state has passed the law.
Vosejpka said the county could potentially place dispensaries and that the state issues
licenses and the City might not even get a dispensary. Vosejpka said the City would
receive one cent on every cannabis dollar spent in town. Hinz-Ibarra said he would
update the preliminary ordinance with Vosejpk’s flower recommendation and
requested the Commission to approve Ordinance 2025-331, an Ordinance to Regulate
Cannabis Businesses. A motion was made by Harding and seconded by Konyu to
recommend approval of Ordinance 2025-331, an Ordinance to Regulate Cannabis
Businesses with the recommended flower update. Vote for: Harding, Konyu,
Brainerd, and Kes: Vote Against: Kodada. Vote: 4-1. Motion carried.

10. NEW BUSINESS

a.

Consider Approval of Ordinance 2025-330, an Ordinance Amending Chapter 90 of
the Lonsdale City Code Concerning Chickens

Hinz-Ibarra said the public hearing was held earlier in the meeting with comments
from the public. Hinz-Ibarra summarized the ordinance and said Staff was
recommending changing the renewal date from July 31% to December 31% for better
processing efficiency. Hinz-Ibarra reiterated that inspections would be complaint-
driven and enforcement could take up to three to four months. Konyu clarified that
the fee structure allows for a $300.00 payment for 10 years. Knapp inquired about the
use of solar power for chicken coops. The Commission said that heat sources,
including those powered by solar would not be allowed due to fire concerns. Cooper
said he was not in favor of the additional insurance requirements and it is more cost
placed on the taxpayer. Cooper said all of these regulation are ridiculous. Hinz-Ibarra
confirmed with the Commission that they supported the renewal date change and
requested the Commission to recommend approval of Ordinance 2025-330, an
Ordinance Amending Chapter 90 of the Lonsdale City Code Concerning Chickens. A
motion was made by Brainerd and seconded by Harding to recommend approval of
Ordinance 2025-330, an Ordinance Amending Chapter 90 of the Lonsdale City Code
Concerning Chickens with the change of the renewal date to December 31st. Vote
for: Harding, Konyu, Brainerd, and Kes: Vote Against: Kodada. Vote: 4-1. Motion
carried.
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Review and Discuss Digital Billboard Proposal

Kodada tabled the agenda item until the May 19, 2025 meeting.

Consider Approval to Schedule a Public Hearing on May 19, 2025 at 6:45 pm or

Shortly After for Ordinance 2025-331, an Ordinance to Regulate Cannabis

Businesses

Hinz-Ibarra said the Commission reviewed and commented on Ordinance 2025-331,
an Ordinance to Regulate Cannabis Businesses earlier in the meeting. Hinz-Ibarra
recommended the Commission to schedule the Public Hearing on May 19, 2025 at
6:45 pm or shortly after with the proposed change to Section 2.7 Limiting
Registrations to read “The City shall limit the number of cannabis flower retail
businesses to no fewer than one registration for every 12,500 City Residents.” A
motion was made by Konyu and seconded by Kes to schedule a Public Hearing on
May 19, 2025 at 6:45 pm or shortly after for Ordinance 2025-331, an Ordinance to
Regulate Cannabis Businesses. Vote for: Harding, Konyu, Kodada, Brainerd, and
Kes: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

11. OTHER BUSINESS
Kodada asked if anyone else wanted to comment other than Chickens or Cannabis.

Jesse Cooper, 306 2" Ave SW said he received a public nuisance citation with no
explanation but assuming because he has his boat and camper parked in his yard. Cooper
said it is his property and he pays his taxes and expressed his frustration.

Eric Knapp, 332 16" Ave SE said he saw misters and fountains on the Park Board
Agenda and expressed his concerns with maintenance cost and sanitation with a splash
pad.

12. ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Kes and seconded by Harding to adjourn the meeting at 7:33 p.m.
Vote for: Harding, Konyu, Kodada, Brainerd, and Kes: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted:
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lfarla Community Development Planner
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