. CALLTO ORDER

MINUTES
CITY OF LONSDALE
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
APRIL 24, 2025

Mayor Berg called a meeting of the Lonsdale City Council to order at 7:00 p.m. in the City
Council Chambers, 415 Central Street West.

. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.

. ROLL CALL

Members Present:

Members Absent:

City Staff Present:

Brian Wermerskirchen, Kari Miller, Tom Berg and James Vosejpka

Scott Pelava

City Administrator Joel Erickson, Public Works Director Joe
Dornfeld, City Engineer Shibani Bisson, and Community
Development Planner Cory Hinz-Ibarra

. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Mayor Berg asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the agenda.
Erickson asked if the City Council wanted to move “Lease with NSP” to be beginning of
New Business. A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve
the agenda. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg and Vosejpka. Vote against: Non.
Abstained: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.

None

. PUBLIC HEARINGS

None

None

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

. PRESENTATION OF CITIZEN PETITIONS AND COMMENTS




10.

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA

e o

Monthly and Additional Bills

Treasurer’s Report

Board and Commission Minutes

Consider Approval of a Sewer Rate Adjustment Requested by the Property Owner of 222
7th Ave NW

Mayor Berg reviewed the items on the Consent Agenda and asked if anyone wanted any
items pulled for discussion. A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by
Miller to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller,
Berg and Vosejpka. Vote against: None. Abstained: None, Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS
None

NEW BUSINESS

a.

Discuss a Proposed Staging/Laydown Site Lease Between the City of Lonsdale and
Northern States Power Company

Erickson said he was contacted by NSP/Xcel Energy about the possibility of the City
leasing them space in the Business Park for a staging area for work being done in the
area. Wermerskirchen said no decision should be made until a representative of NSP was
present to answer questions. Tim Mauseth of NSP introduced himself and explain the
need for the lease. Wermerskirchen asked about the number of trucks that will be
accessing the site. Mauseth said truck traffic will mainly be in the mornings/evenings.
He said the trucks will be semi’s and box trucks and there would be lock boxes as well.
Vosejpka asked how many acres were needed. Mauseth said three acres is preferred but
down to two and a half acres. Mayor Berg asked when the completion date was.
Mauseth said ideally by the end of November but that depends on the amount of storm
damage this summer. Mayor Berg asked if Public Works Director Dornfeld had and
concerns. Dornfeld said his only concern is tracking. Mauseth said they will be using
mats, so there will not be any tracking. Mayor Berg asked if a business becomes
interested in the site, what then? Miller said she supports the idea of leasing the land to
generate funding. Mauseth said there could be “60 day” termination language added to
the lease. Wermerskirchen said he liked the idea of generating additional funds as well.
A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve entering into
a lease with NSP with “60 day” termination language added and the location of the leased
space would be the west side of the property. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg and
Vosejpka. Vote against: None. Abstained: None, Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.




b. Development Update
Garry Tupy introduced himself, said he is a lifer of Lonsdale, the main developer in the
City and worked with the City on the Business Park. He said he worked to get AES to
town but the banks would not lend that amount of money in Lonsdale. Tupy said it was
not the fault of the City or his. He said he is trying to incorporate a new urban design
water park idea with multiple sites in the park into Bastyr Pointe site along with next
level housing. He said higher end housing is needed to attract business owners and their
families. Tupy said he is still working on getting a daycare to Lonsdale but people he is
talking to are having issues with staffing. He said the garage condo unit sales have been
moderate to slow. Tupy said half the condos are leased or sold. He asked from an
investment perspective, if anyone has had an appraisal done on the effect of allowing
chickens. What will happen to a resident’s property value that do not have chickens.

Wermerskirchen said asked about the food truck slot site plan. Tupy reviewed his
thoughts. Tupy said the City has concerns about the dirt pile in the Business Park. He
reviewed the grading and recommended he be allowed to keep the dirt pile but clean it
up. Miller said she is on the Park Board and there has been discussion on a water
amenity but there are no funds available. She said if Tupy wanted to fund the project, he
should come to a Park Board meeting. Miller said if a partnership could be established,
that would be great. Tupy said development is what paid for most of the park/trail
improvements in the past. He said the project might be development driven, when fees
are collected. Miller said residents have been getting teased by businesses that eventually
do not locate in town. Tupy provided the history of the two times AES was interested in
Lonsdale and possible reasons banks were not interested in providing financing. Tupy
said every city is completing against each other for the same businesses. Vosejpka said
the dirt pile has earned the name of “Mount Lonsdale”. He said he does not care if the
dirt pile stays there but there are cliffs that are his concern. Tupy said he can clean it up,
create a berm and close it off. He said he does not know who is taking dirt.
Wermerskirchen said what he heard tonight, got his wheels spinning. He said there is a
lot of opportunity with the proposal. Tupy said the park could be private for 10-12 years
so they get a return on their investment and then it be turned over to the City.
Wermerskirchen said housing values have shot through the roof. He said people that
want to live here, cannot afford to do so. Wermerskirchen said what is needed is
affordable housing. He said the best thing that Tupy can do, is build a couple of houses.
Tupy agreed values are high and not cheap. He recommended workshops with
developers/builders be held to see how development can be spurred. Wermerskirchen
asked about Harmony Meadows 3™ Addition. Tupy said he is concerned about bringing
to it market. Mayor Berg thanked Tupy for attending but said he has heard this all before.
He said Tupy made promises that did not happen. Mayor Berg said a 400,000 square foot
incubator building was promised. Tupy disagreed with the statement. Tupy said
concerns over the years have been COVID, interest rates, etc. Mayor Berg discussed
sales in the Business Park. He said the Business Park should be owned by the City so
deals can happen because the City can reduce the land price. Tupy said if the City wants
to purchase the land back, he will talk to his partners. He said they have projects all over
the cities and if the City wants, they will leave town. Tupy said he would build an
incubator building once there is an interested business. He said they are struggling to get




one tenant. Mayor Berg said he would get him one. Tupy said bring them to town, we
will build for anyone. Mayor Berg said the issue is when the incubator building was not
built, the land should have reverted back to the City. Tupy said he is the City’s last
standing game. Mayor Berg said he wants the Business Park to be in the City’s
possession. He said if the City owned the land, cut the land price and design standards,
the Business Park would be full by now. Tupy said he does not see it and they have tried
hard to fill it up. Mayor Berg said he did not want Tupy leave town and wants to work
together. He said the best location for apartments is next to the Villages of Lonsdale and
he has someone on the phone willing to work with you. Tupy said he would sell the land
and would not build apartments there. There was discussion on the need for rental units
in Lonsdale. Mayor Berg said businesses are telling him the City needs rental units for
them to find employees. He said he would call his contacts for a meeting. Tupy said the
best option is for the City Council to work with staff and come up with a vison for what
is desired and establish a plan for less expensive lots such as lower City fees, etc. Mayor
Berg questioned Tupy on a letter of intent for Crusader Ridge and what happened to that.
Tupy said Rice County requiring a turn lane, which killed the project. Mayor Berg said
there was a meeting with Rice County earlier in the day about reconstructing all of Fig St.

Consider Approval to Make a Conditional Job Offer to Zachary Baker as Full Time
Police Officer at Step 1 ($36.99/hr.)

Chief Schmitz summarized the hiring process and said he recommended making a
conditional job offer to Baker. Wermerskirchen said he was part of the interview process
and liked Baker and supports a conditional job offer. Miller thanked the Police Officers
for their service. Mayor Berg said he liked Baker as well. A motion was made by
Wermerskirchen and seconded by Miller to make a conditional job offer to Zackary
Baker as full time Police Officer at Step 1. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg and
Vosejpka. Vote against: None. Abstained: None, Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.

. Consider Approval of a Radio Usage Agreement Between the City of Lonsdale and

Lonsdale Skywarn

Chief Schmitz said with the department going to fully encrypted radios, he has several
that could be used by Sky Warn to communicate while out spotting. He said to do so,
there needs to be a use agreement in place. Schmitz summarized the proposed
agreement. Schmitz said there are no repairs needed to the radios, they are just old. A
motion was made by Miller and seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve the Radio
Usage agreement between the City and Sky Warn. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller,
Berg and Vosejpka. Vote against: None. Abstained: None, Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.

Consider Approval of the 2025 Crack Fill Expenses in Amount of $8,931.95

Dornfeld said since 2015, Lonsdale has partnered with Montgomery on crack fill as a
way to save time and money and it has worked well. He reviewed the cost breakdown
and reviewed the proposed areas for crack fill. A motion was made by Miller and
seconded by Vosejpka to approve the cost of crack fill in the amount of $8,931.95. Vote
for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg and Vosejpka. Vote against: None. Abstained: None,
Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.




f.  Consider Approval to Make a Conditional Job Offer to Richard Bell as Seasonal Public
Works Employee at Grade 1/ Step 6 ($19.84/hr.)
Erickson said funds were budgeted to hire up to four seasonal positions. He said Bell has
worked for the City the last four years and he is a good worker. Wermerskirchen said he
must like it because he keeps coming back and he wrote on his application he comes back
because of “Joe and the boys”. Dornfeld said Bell is very valuable. A motion was made
by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Vosejpka to make a conditional job offer to Richard
Bell as seasonal public works employee at Grade 1/ Step 6. Vote for: Wermerskirchen,
Miller, Berg and Vosejpka. Vote against: None. Abstained: None, Vote: 4-0. Motion
carried.

g. Consider Approval of Resolution 2025-21, a Resolution Proclaiming May 23, 2025 as
Poppy Day in Lonsdale
Erickson said Councilmember Miller, a member of the Legion Auxiliary requested this
item be on the agenda. He provided a brief history on the Poppy and what it stands for.
Wermerskirchen said he was good with the resolution and former Councilmember Furrer
would bring poppies to the meeting. Miller said people can donate anytime and the funds
go to a good cause. A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Miller to
approve Resolution 2025-21. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg and Vosejpka. Vote
against: None. Abstained: None, Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.

h. Consider Approval of Special Meetings to Discuss the City’s 2026 Budget and Property
Tax Levy
Erickson said the 2026 budget season is fast approaching and recommended dates/time be
set for meetings to discuss the budget before everyone’s schedules fill up. Miller said the
dates work for her. Vosejpka said they worked for him as well. Wermerskirchen said he
likes Monday night but will not be available September 8. Mayor Berg said he may not
be available May 22", Pelava was not present, so the City Council agreed to table a
decision until all members were present. A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and
seconded by Miller to table a decision on meeting dates. Vote for: Wermerskirchen,
Miller, Berg and Vosejpka. Vote against: None. Abstained: None, Vote: 4-0. Motion
carried.

i. Consider Approval of a Quote Submitted by All Flags, LLC in the Amount of $10,977.45
for Flag Poles for City Hall
Erickson said he received three quotes for flag poles for the new City Hall. He said the
low quote was submitted by All Flags in the amount of $10,977.45. Erickson said the
quotes match the flag poles located at Veteran’s Memorial, which were also purchased
from All Flags. Vosejpka asked how many flag poles are proposed. Wermerskirchen said
three based on previous discussion. Miller said she wished they were not that expensive.
A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Vosejpka to approve the quotes submitted
by All Flags, LLC in the amount of $10,977.45. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg
and Vosejpka. Vote against: None. Abstained: None, Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.




Consider Approval of Ordinance 2025-330, an Ordinance Amending Chapter 90 of the
City Code Concerning Chickens

Erickson reviewed the proposed Ordinance in detail and said the Planning Commission
reviewed the draft at their last three meetings and also held the public hearing.
Wermerskirchen said this has been a hot topic and asked about a heat source and the
insurance rider. Vosejpka said not allowing heat sources and requiring an insurance ride
were the recommendation of the Fire Department. Wermerskirchen asked if some lots
would not be allowed to have chickens as proposed. Erickson replied yes because of
drainage and utility easements and more than two connected units are not allowed to have
them. Miller said chickens should only be allowed at single family homes and asked if
the coop needs to be similar to the house. Vosejpka said there are no inspections
proposed and the ordinance will be enforced by complaint. The City Council discussed
adding “check one” for the fee so it is not confusing, that the property owner must sign
off on the application if the property is a rental, no survey is required but pins are to be
located and access to the property be removed. Dornfeld said Public Works does not
locate property pins and hopes when staff is out doing locates, it is not assumed they are
snooping around looking for coops. There was general discussion on whether or not
covenants will have an affect on the ordinance.

A motion was made by Vosejpka and seconded by Wermerskirchen to add “check one” to
the fee portion of the application and to require the signature of the property owner if
different from the applicant. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg and Vosejpka. Vote
against: None. Abstained: None, Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Vosejpka and seconded by Miller to reduce the set back of the
coop from the principle structure from 30 feet to 20 feet. Vote for: Wermerskirchen,
Miller, Berg and Vosejpka. Vote against: None. Abstained: None, Vote: 4-0. Motion
carried.

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Wermerskirchen to table the topic until
the May 8, 2025 City Council meeting. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg and
Vosejpka. Vote against: None. Abstained: None, Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.

Steve Cherney said he was on the City Council in Burnsville when they approved
chickens. He said the proposed ordinance is good and said to account for support animals
per state statute.

Garry Tupy said development covenants may plan a role in the ordinance, how much
time the PD will spend on enforcement and recommended the ordinance be written as a
trial period with a sunset date.




k. Consider Approval of a Proposal Submitted by iWorQ Systems, Inc. in the Amount of

$6.,500.00 for Permit Software

Erickson said the City is out of online permit forms in iWorQ. He said in order to have
the chicken permit online, additional forms are needed and with the contract ending later
this year, staff was recommending approval of the proposal submitted by iWorQ in the
amount of $6,500.00. Miller asked how many new permits were needed and asked if a
paper permit would be sufficient. Erickson said he was unsure and time will tell. Miller
said she did not like adding to the budget. Erickson said the process is similar to
applying for a building permit and includes submitting a site plan, etc. Vosejpka asked
how many more forms can be added for the $6,500.00. Erickson replied three total.
Vosejpka said the permit will cover the cost. Wermerskirchen asked when the last time a
form was created. Erickson said he did not know but the current forms include permits,
handouts, etc. A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Wermerskirchen to
approve the proposal submitted by iWorkQ in the amount of $6,500.00. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg and Vosejpka. Vote against: None. Abstained: None, Vote:
4-0. Motion carried.

Consider Approval of Application for Payment No. 2 in the Amount of $61.870.33 to
Pember Companies, Inc. for the Booster Station Rehabilitation Project

Bisson said the project is online and operational. She said the power panel and air
compressor have been installed. Bisson said the pumps have yet to be installed. She said
once the pumps are installed, equipment will be coated and the floors epoxied. A motion
was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Miller to approve Application for
Payment No. 2 in the amount of $61,870.33 to Pember Companies. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg and Vosejpka. Vote against: None. Abstained: None, Vote:
4-0. Motion carried.

. Consider Approval of a Request for Proposals for Contracted Building Official/Inspector

Services

Erickson said the City Council requested staff draft a RFP for Building Official/Inspector
services to allow the City time to decide how to proceed long term. He reviewed the
proposed RFP. A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Vosejpka to approve the
RFP. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg and Vosejpka. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None, Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.

Consider Approval of a Lease Agreement Between the City of Lonsdale and Evergreen

Therapy Solutions, LL.C.

Erickson reviewed the proposed lease agreement and said Evergreen Therapy Solutions
has agreed to it as well. Vosejpka said the lease is a good benefit to the City. Miller said
it will be nice to have the service in town. Wermerskirchen agreed with Miller. A motion
was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded Miller to approve the Lease Agreement
between the City of Lonsdale and Evergreen Therapy Solutions. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg and Vosejpka. Vote against: None. Abstained: None, Vote:
4-0. Motion carried.




11. OTHER BUSINESS

Department & Council Reports

Public Works:

Dornfeld said tomorrow is Arbor Day and the trees have been purchased. He said flower for
Main St. baskets have been approved. He said flushing is done. Dornfeld said the Ash St.
NE trail project contractor returned and worked on establishing vegetation. He said there
have been two TCU softball games at Jaycee Park. Dornfeld said the DNR stocked the pond
with 500 pounds of fish.

City Engineer:

Bisson said staff is working with the contractor for the mill and overlay project and looking
at expanding the scope of work to allow for more streets to be repaired. She said she is
assisting staff as needed. Dornfeld thanked Rud Construction for use of his roller to smooth
the fields in town.

City Administrator:

Erickson said he attended new city hall HVAC training, completed COVID funding
reporting, worked on the compensation study, closed on the old PD, is working on getting
seasonal public works employees hired and attended a federal funding meeting. He said
MMBA visited the liquor store. Erickson said spring clean up is scheduled for May 17%,

Community Development Planner:
None

Councilmember Wermerskirchen:

Wermerskirchen said the Library held its 15% birthday party and recognized volunteers
earlier in the month. He said at the EDA meeting, a representative from Kwik Trip attended
to discuss the project and other potential economic development opportunities. He said the
EDA will have a booth at the LACC Street Fair in May.

Councilmember Miller:

Miller said Lonsdale Liquor will be having their Spring Tasting May 3", She said the Arbor
Day event is scheduled for tomorrow afternoon and she thanked Public Works staff for
remodeling the Jaycee Park concession stand and bathrooms.

Councilmember Vosejpka:

Vosejpka said the Planning Commission held the public hearing on the proposed Chicken
Ordinance and discussed cannabis. He reviewed the meeting with Rice County he attended
and said the City requested several speed studies be conducted.

Councilmember Pelava:
None




Mayor Berg:

Mayor Berg thanked Flicek and Duban for their hard work on concession stand, bathrooms
and the scoreboard. He said it is nice to see the project come together. He said local
contractors will be able to bid on not only the construction portion of the project but also
services such as landscaping, mowing, snow plowing, etc. He said the meeting with Rice
County went well.

12. ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Wermerskirchen to adjourn the meeting at

9:36 pm. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg and Vosejpka. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion caried.

Respectfully Submitted:

/)24

Joel A’ Erickson, City Administrator




