MINUTES
CITY OF LONSDALE
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
APRIL 30, 2026

. CALLTO ORDER

Mayor Berg called a meeting of the Lonsdale City Council to order at 7:01 p.m. in the City
Council Chambers, 103 15™ Ave SE.

. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.
. ROLL CALL
Members Present: Brian Wermerskirchen, Kari Miller, Tom Berg, James Vosejpka,
and Scott Pelava
Members Absent: None
City Staff Present: City Administrator Joel Erickson, Public Works Director Joe
Dornfeld, City Engineer Jason Malecha, and Community
Development Planner Cory Hinz-Ibarra
. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Berg asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the agenda. Mayor Berg
recommended moving New Business Item H to A. A motion was made by Miller and
seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve the agenda with the adjustment. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None.
Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

None

. PUBLIC HEARINGS

None

. PRESENTATION OF CITIZEN PETITIONS AND COMMENTS

None

. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA

Berg reviewed the items on the Consent Agenda and asked if anyone wanted any items pulled
for discussion. A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Pelava to approve the Consent
Agenda. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

. OLD BUSINESS

a. None




10. NEW BUSINESS

a. Consider Approval of Resolution 2026-24, a Resolution Approving Site Plan Associated
with Land Use Application 2026-02 Submitted by Technical Methods, Inc
Hinz-Ibarra presented the Land Use Application 2026-02 submitted by Justin Lau, owner
of Technical Methods Incorporated (TMI), for a 100-foot by 120-foot building addition to
the south of the existing facility at 1951 Commerce Drive SE. The subject property is
zoned -2 Medium Industrial. Hinz-Ibarra confirmed the application meets all applicable
zoning requirements, including setbacks, lot coverage, building design, and utility service
standards. The Planning Commission reviewed and approved the application at its April
20, 2026 meeting.
Key conditions of approval include: execution of an Encroachment Agreement (Exhibit B
to the resolution); the applicant's responsibility for relocation of any impacted light
pole(s) in coordination with Steele-Waseca Cooperative Electric; and replacement or
relocation of any impacted trees. Justin Lau addressed the Council, describing TMI's
business as a pattern-making shop serving the acrospace and defense industry, noting the
company has operated in Lonsdale for 10 years. Lau explained additional space would
allow for new machinery, expanded raw material storage, and dedicated workspace to
support an apprenticeship program for pattern makers. Lau estimated the addition of
approximately three to four positions initially, with the potential for further growth.
The Council expressed strong support for the project, commending TMI as a quality
employer and a valued community partner. Mayor Berg indicated he would connect Lau
with a neighboring business, Dayton Trucking and noted the City's interest in promoting
apprenticeship opportunities in coordination with the EDA. A motion was made by
Wermerskirchen and seconded by Pelava to approve Resolution 2026-24. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.




b. Consider Approval of Resolution 2026-25, a Resolution Transferring $19.612.99 from the

601 Fund. $19.612.98 from the 602 Fund and $19.612.98 from the 610 Fund (2024 Street
Improvement Fund)

Erickson provided background on the fund transfer. In 2023, the City Council discussed a
potential street and utility improvement project for 2024. Following a neighborhood
meeting and completion of a Feasibility Study, the original project scope was reduced due
to higher-than-anticipated storm sewer costs. The revised project consisted of a water
main extension on Mill Street and a Mill and Overlay of several streets. Because the
original project was not pursued in full, assessments were not levied, leaving a negative
fund balance of approximately $58,000 in the 424 Fund. The City's auditor
recommended eliminating this negative balance through transfers from the relevant utility
funds. Staff proposed dividing the transfer roughly equally—one-third each from the 601
(water), 602 (sewer), and 610 (road and bridge) funds reflecting the nature of the original
project. Erickson noted the overall fiscal impact to the City is neutral, as the funds have
already been spent; the transfer simply reallocates the balances to the proper accounts for
accurate financial reporting. The Council had no substantive questions, characterizing the
item as a routine accounting adjustment. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by
Miller to Resolution 2026-25. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and
Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Consider Approval of an Agreement Between the City of Lonsdale and C. Block
Inspections for Building Official/Inspector Services

Erickson reported that the City entered into a contract with Metro West Inspection
Services in July 2025 following a competitive RFP process. In April 2026, Metro West
notified the City it was terminating the agreement, citing insufficient revenue generation
under the city's activity level. Erickson contacted Corey Block of C. Block Inspections,
who had submitted a proposal during the original RFP process. Block agreed to honor his
original proposal and assume the building official and inspector role. Erickson
summarized Block's qualifications: 21 years of experience across multiple municipalities,
including Lonsdale-area communities; a State Delegation Agreement for inspections on
State-Licensed Facilities; and current, flexible availability. Block's fee structure is 75% of
permit and plan review fees, $62.50 for Zoning Permit and one-time inspections, and
$100 per inspection for open permits issued prior to May 1, 2026. Erickson noted that the
proposed fees are slightly higher than Metro West's but lower than all other proposals
received during the original RFP process. The Council expressed support, with several
noting that the 1-on-1 relationship with a single, known building official is particularly
valuable in a smaller community, providing consistency and an educational component
for contractors and residents. A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Pelava to
approve the Agreement between the City of Lonsdale and C. Block Inspections for
Building Official/Inspector. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and
Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.




d. Consider Approval of a Quote Submitted by Underground Technologies in the Amount of
$18,934.98 for Sanitary Sewer Televising
Dornfeld reported that the City has conducted routine sewer televising and jetting since
2021 to remain compliant with its sewer maintenance policy. Three quotes were received
for 2026 televising services: Underground Technologies at $18,934.98; Superior Sewer
Services at $25,482; and American Environmental at $26,252. The budgeted amount for
the project was $30,000. Dornfeld noted that Staff performs spot jetting in-house with the
City's own equipment, which is where significant additional savings are realized.
Dornfeld highlighted that the proposed work area for 2026 covers an older section of the
City, which may reveal more conditions of interest than the newer southeast and northeast
areas that have historically been routine. Dornfeld emphasized that the City's sewer
infrastructure is in very good shape overall. The Council expressed confidence in both the
program and Underground Technologies, commending the consistency of pricing year
over year and the value of preventive maintenance. A motion was made by Pelava and
seconded by Miller to approve the quote submitted by Underground Technologies in the
amount of $18,934.98 for Sanitary Sewer Televising. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Berg,
Miller, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion
carried.

e. Consider Approval to make a Conditional Job Offer to Eli Krautkremer as Seasonal
Public Works Employee at Grade 1/ Step 2 ($20.44/hr.)
Dornfeld reported that $46,820 was budgeted to hire up to three seasonal Public Works
employees for 2026. A total of 16 applicants applied for the two start-date positions. Eli
Krautkremer is a returning employee who performed well during the 2025 season. Staff
described him as responsible, experienced with equipment from working on a family
farm, and familiar with city expectations. Krautkremer is anticipated to begin work on or
about June 1 and conclude mid- to early August. A motion was made by Pelava and
seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve the conditional job offer to Eli Krautkremer as
Seasonal Public Works Employee at Grade 1/ Step 2 ($20.44/hr.). Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

f. Consider Approval to make a Conditional Job Offer to Parker Malecha as Seasonal
Public Works Employee at Grade 1/ Step 1 ($19.75/ht.)
Dornfeld presented Parker Malecha as a new applicant for the second seasonal Public
Works position, with an anticipated start date of on or about June 11 and end of
employment at the close of August before the school year begins. Malecha was described
as a first-time applicant who lives on a farm, is mechanically inclined, and has experience
operating skid steers, mowers, and tractors. Dornfeld noted the selection process was
competitive given the number of applicants this cycle. The Council welcomed Malecha
and encouraged him to follow the example set by returning employees. A motion was
made by Miller and seconded by Vosejpka to approve the conditional job offer to Parker
Malecha as Seasonal Public Works Employee at Grade 1/ Step 1 ($19.75/hr.) Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.




g. Consider Approval of Resolution 2026-26, a Resolution Appointing Election Judges for

2026 Elections Held in Lonsdale

Hinz-Ibarra presented the resolution for the appointment of Election Judges, noting that
Minnesota State Statute 204B.21, Subdivision 2 requires the Council to make
appointments no less than 25 days prior to each election. The two upcoming elections are
the State Primary on August 11, 2026, and the State General Election on November 3,
2026, both to be held at the Parish Hall of the Immaculate Conception Church. The goal
is to maintain 9 to 10 judges excluding Staff. Election judges will be compensated at
Grade 1, Step 1 ($19.75/hr.). The Council expressed appreciation for the dedicated group
of returning election judges. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Miller to
approve Resolution 2026-26. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and
Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

. Consider Approval of Resolution 2026-27, a Resolution Accepting Donations for the

2026 Founder’s Fest Fireworks Display

Hinz-Ibarra presented the resolution accepting new donations toward the 2026 Founder's
Fest fireworks display. The Council had previously approved an $18,000 fireworks
contract with Res Pyro at its November 13, 2025 meeting. New donations received since
the last acceptance include a $100 donation from the American Legion Auxiliary and a
$500 donation from Triumphant Life Church. Hinz-Ibarra also recognized
Councilmember Pelava and his wife Sandy for a personal $500 donation, and
acknowledged Councilmember Millet's ongoing outreach efforts in securing donations.
A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Vosejpka to approve Resolution 2026-27.
Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Consider Approval of Ordinance 2026-341, an Ordinance Amending Ordinance 2025-
332. an Ordinance Amending City Code §153.079 - Signs

Hinz-Ibarra reported that Public Hearing for Ordinance 2026-341 was held at the April
20, 2026 Planning Commission meeting with no public comments received. Hinz-Ibarra
said the ordinance reflects a comprehensive review and update of the City's Sign
Ordinance Councilmember Vosejpka noted that while the Commission had intended to
address these updates during the prior sign ordinance revision cycle, time constraints at
that point required returning to the items later, and the commission completed the review
efficiently in a single meeting. Councilmember Wermerskirchen noted the timeliness of
the sandwich board change in particular, having discussed it with a local business earlier
the same day. Councilmember Vosejpka also suggested the Council consider reviewing
Sign Permit fees to potentially offer free renewal permits for long-standing businesses
with fading signage, which Mayor Berg indicated could be taken up through the fee
schedule process. A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Vosejpka to
approve Ordinance 2026-341. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and
Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.




Consider Approval of Interim Ordinance 2026-342, Prohibiting the Location,
Establishment and Operation of Data Centers in Lonsdale

Hinz-Ibarra presented the interim ordinance which was reviewed and recommended by
the Planning Commission at its April 20, 2026 meeting. The City Attorney recommended
adoption of a one-year moratorium on data centers rather than an immediate permanent
ban to protect the City from potential legal claims of regulatory taking or inverse
condemnation. The moratorium provides time to gather the necessary data and findings to
support legally defensible long-term regulations or prohibition. Hinz-Ibarra confirmed no
public hearing is required for an interim ordinance. The moratorium includes a working
definition of "data center" to serve as a foundation for future zoning amendments.
Council discussion reflected a shared concern about the environmental and infrastructure
impacts of large-scale hyperscale data centers in particular, while acknowledging the
need to carefully define terms to avoid inadvertently restricting existing businesses or
smaller-scale operations. Councilmember Vosejpka noted that multiple cities and at least
one state are already pursuing similar moratoriums. Councilmember Wermerskirchen
underscored the importance of precise definitions, cautioning that overly broad language
could encumber businesses that host on-site computing infrastructure for operational
purposes. Mayor Berg emphasized that Lonsdale's existing water and wastewater

infrastructure capacity, and the City's commitment to protecting those resources for

residents, make it an attractive but vulnerable target for large data center development.

A motion was made by Vosejpka and seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve Ordinance
2026-342. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against:
None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Consider Approval of Resolution 2026-28, a Resolution Appointing Joe Dornfeld as
Assistant Weed Inspector

Erickson explained that, pursuant to Minnesota State Statute §18.80, the Mayor serves as
the City's Weed Inspector. Following a recent Weed Inspector training attended by Public
Works Director Dornfeld, Staff recommended appointing Dornfeld as Assistant Weed
Inspector to perform the duties outlined in the statute. Erickson noted there is no fiscal
impact to the City. Dornfeld shared that the training focused on new noxious weed
species entering Minnesota and that he received identification materials from the State
and the University of Minnesota. Residents may report noxious or tall weeds through
City Hall, email, or the online complaint form. The Council expressed support for the
appointment, noting it is a natural complement to Dornfeld's Public Works duties and will
help the City remain proactive in addressing noxious weed concerns. A motion was made
by Berg and seconded by Miller to approve Resolution 2026-28. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.




. Discuss Amending City Code Chapter §33.10 Elections (B) Terms
Mayor Berg introduced this item for discussion, proposing consideration of increasing the
mayoral term from two years to four years. Erickson provided context, noting that state
statute sets the standard mayoral term at two years and that approximately two-thirds of
Minnesota's 854 cities maintain a two-year term. The primary rationale for a two-year
term is frequent accountability to residents; the primary rationale for a four-year term is
governance stability. Erickson also noted several other related code updates worth
considering in conjunction with any revision, including: updating meeting notice
provisions from mail to email; updating emergency meeting notice language to include
text messaging; adding the Founder’s Day Committee to the list of City Committees; and
reviewing Council compensation. Berg made the case for a four-year term, emphasizing
that a new mayor begins their term executing a budget they did not create and that by the
time a mayor has established plans and gained momentum, they are already approaching
the next election. Berg was clear that any change would apply to the next mayor elected,
not extend his own current term. Council discussion was generally supportive of
exploring the four-year term but noted the importance of hearing from the public before
making any changes. Councilmember Wermerskirchen expressed no objection to the
four-year term itself but prioritized well-defined process. Councilmember Miller agreed
on the logic of aligning mayoral and council terms for continuity and noted that constant
campaigning under a two-year cycle can distract from governing. Councilmember
Vosejpka supported the change and noted the code updates were overdue.
Councilmember Pelava was not fully in favor of the term change but agreed other code
updates—such as modernizing notice provisions and adding the Founder’s Day
Committee were appropriate. There was consensus that compensation changes were not
desired. The Council recommended scheduling a Public Hearing for the Ordinance.

11. OTHER BUSINESS

Department & Council Reports

City Engineer:

Malecha reported that the Wellhead Protection Plan Part 2 is in its final 90-day agency
review period. The Water Tower Siting Study has moved into data collection, with Bolton &
Menk installing hydrostatic pressure monitors at various locations. The Wastewater
Treatment Facility evaluation is nearing completion and is expected to be delivered to the
Council at the May meeting. Pavement data collection for the Pavement Management Plan is
beginning. The 2026 mill and overlay project is scheduled to commence May 11, 2026 with
an expected completion of May 15, 2026. Work on lead service line replacement funding is
ongoing in coordination with MDH. Malecha also noted that the City was not selected for
LRIP (Local Road Improvement Program) funding for the Idaho Avenue project.




Public Works:

Dornfeld reported that the Arbor Day Tree Planting at Jaycee Park was well attended with
strong volunteer participation from the Lonsdale Lions, Mackenthun’s, the Park Board, and
Staff. The Adopt-a-Landscape-Bed program has two participants so far, with Jaycee Park, the
welcome signs, and Trcka Park covered. Dornfeld said the Public Works Staff have been
mowing, sweeping, flushing hydrants, painting crosswalks, marking demonstration lanes, and
activating the Main Street fountains.

Community Development Planner:
Hinz-Ibarra reported he is preparing the May 11, 2026 Park Board and Founder’s Day
Agenda/Packets and working on 2026 Election logistics and trainings.

City Administrator:

Erickson noted that building official transition work is underway, the PD interview process is
progressing, and the Safety Committee has met since the last Council meeting. The Highway
19 and County Road 2 Roundabout Project begins Monday, May 4, with information posted
on the City website. Erickson attended Flection Clerk Training and met with Mayor Berg,
Councilmember Wermerskirchen with Rice County Staff.

Councilmember Wermerskirchen:

Wermerskirchen reported on the Library Board meeting of April 15, 2026 and highlighted
program outcomes. Wermerskirchen also summarized the meeting with Rice County
representatives, noting that the Council emphasized the need for attention to county road
conditions in Lonsdale.

Councilmember Miller:

Miller said she attended the Arbor Day Tree Planting and thanked Public Works, Staff, the
Lions, and Mackenthun’s for their involvement. Miller noted the new signage at the Compost
Site and reminded the public of upcoming Founder’s Day Committee and Park Board
meetings on May 11", and the Liquor Committee meeting on May 5.

Councilmember Vosejpka:

Vosejpka reported that the Planning Commission met on April 20 and addressed the Sign
Ordinance public hearing, the TMI Site Plan review, the data center moratorium, and a brief
update on design and use standards. Vosejpka said the Commission will hold a Public
Hearing on the Prairie Vista Development Preliminary Plat at its May 18" meeting.

Councilmember Pelava:

Pelava reported on the most recent EDA meeting which included an update on the Small
Cities Development Housing Grant, discussion of business retention and expansion visits,
social media marketing updates, review of the Facade Rehabilitation Program and its sunset
date, hotel feasibility study update, and revolving loan update.




12,

Mayor Tom Berg:

Berg thanked Councilmember Wermerskirchen for filling in on Mayor Monday Berg noted
the significant volume of active and upcoming construction in Lonsdale, including the
MNDOT Roundabout Project starting May 4, the Mill and Overlay Project beginning May
11" apartment construction targeted for July groundbreaking, Kwik Trip currently underway,
and TMI's addition anticipated for late May. Berg indicated that an updated counteroffer on
the remaining Business Park property is expected by the next Council Meeting. Berg also
expressed that the Rice County meeting left him wanting more substantive follow-through on
County road priorities for Lonsdale, while recognizing Commissioner Charlie Peters for his
advocacy on behalf of the City.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Pelava to adjourn the meeting at 9:21 pm.
Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion caried.

Respectfully Submitted:
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Joel A./Eric'kson, City Administrator



