MINUTES
CITY OF LONSDALE
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
APRIL 9, 2026

1. CALLTO ORDER
Mayor Berg called a meeting of the Lonsdale City Council to order at 7:00 p.m. in the City
Council Chambers, 103 15" Ave SE.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.

3. ROLL CALL
Members Present: Brian Wermerskirchen, Kari Miller, Tom Berg, James Vosejpka,
and Scott Pelava

Members Absent: None

City Staff Present: City Administrator Joel Erickson, Public Works Director Joe
Dornfeld, City Engineer Jason Malecha, Police Chief Jason
Schmitz, and Community Development Planner Cory Hinz-Ibarra

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Berg asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the agenda. A motion was
made by Miller and seconded by Pelava to approve the agenda. Vote for: Wermerskirchen,
Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion
carried.

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Consider Approval of the Minutes from the March 12, 2026 Regular Meeting, March 19,
2026 Work Session and the March 26, 2026 Regular Meeting
Berg asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the March 12, 2026
Regular Meeting, March 19, 2026 Work Session and the March 26, 2026 Regular Meeting
minutes. A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Miller to approve the
minutes as presented. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote
against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS
a. None

7. PRESENTATION OF CITIZEN PETITIONS AND COMMENTS
None




8. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA
Berg reviewed the items on the Consent Agenda and asked if anyone wanted any items pulled
for discussion. A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Pelava to approve
the Consent Agenda. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote
against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

9. OLD BUSINESS
a. None

10. NEW BUSINESS

a. Consider Approval to Schedule Special Meetings to Discuss the City’s 2027 Budget and
Property Tax Levy
Erickson presented proposed dates for 2027 budget meetings scheduled at 7:00 pm on
May 21, June 17, July 14, August 12, August 31, and September 17. Erickson noted the
kickoff meeting would set the stage for subsequent meetings focused on departmental
long-term needs and budget requests, with a preliminary levy anticipated for adoption at
the September 24, 2026 City Council meeting, consistent with the state statute deadline
of September 30. The Council agreed to May 21, June 18, July 14", August 12",
August 31%, and September 17% at 7:00 pm. A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and
seconded by Miller to approve Special Meetings to discuss the City’s 2027 Budget and
Property Tax Levy. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote
against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

b. Consider Approval to Reschedule the November 26, 2026 City Council Meeting to
Monday, November 23, 2026 at 7:00 pm
Erickson recommended rescheduling the November 26 meeting to Monday, November
23 due to Thanksgiving, consistent with prior years' practice. A motion was made by
Miller and seconded by Pelava to approve to reschedule the November 26, 2026 City
Council Meeting to Monday, November 23, 2026 at 7:00 pm. Vote for: Wermerskirchen,
Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0.
Motion carried.

c. Consider Approval to Reschedule the December 31, 2026 City Council Meeting to
Monday, December 28, 2026 at 7:00 pm
Erickson recommended moving the December 31, 2026 meeting to Monday, December
28, 2026 to avoid the New Year's Eve holiday. A motion was made by Miller and
seconded by Pelava to approve to reschedule the December 31, 2026 City Council
Meeting to Monday, December 28, 2026 at 7:00 pm. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Berg,
Miller, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion
carried.




d. Consider Approval of a Memorandum of Understanding Between the City of Lonsdale
and Dick’s Sanitation Services, Inc.
Erickson presented a First Amendment to the Refuse, Recycling, Transportation, and
Disposal Agreement with Dick's Sanitation, Inc. (DSI), stemming from a tipping fee
increase enacted by Rice County. Erickson noted the County's tipping fees had not
increased since 2015 and that the proposed pass-through increase amounts to $0.44 per
month per customer, representing a 2.9% to 4.75% increase depending on cart size, in
addition to the existing 4% increase already in effect for 2026. Erickson confirmed the
total citywide monthly impact was noted to be approximately $960. Jeff Weist of DSI
was present and noted that the County issued notification of the increase in early
December for a January 1% effective date, leaving little time for DSI to anticipate or plan
around it. Weast further provided context that other regional disposal facilities, including
Ramsey County at $142 per ton and Hennepin County at higher rates are also passing on
cost increases regularly, making this situation consistent with broader regional trends.
Councilmember Miller expressed frustration with the incremental cost increases,
characterizing them as ongoing "nickel and diming," and asked whether DSI participates
in advocacy groups that push back on such increases. Weast acknowledged that while
advocacy efforts are made through industry associations, the increases reflect genuine
operational and capital cost growth as well as anticipated regulatory changes.
Councilmember Vosejpka noted the increase was reasonable given DSI's acceptance of
prior changes, such as the removal of recycling dumpsters at Mackenthun’s.
Councilmember Pelava sought clarification on the term "tipping fee," confirming it refers
to the per-ton charge at the landfill and is not a gratuity. Council acknowledged the
increase was unfortunate but concluded that accepting the amendment was the most cost-
effective and least time-consuming path forward relative to other available options. A
motion was made by Vosejpka and seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve the
Memorandum of Understanding between the City of Lonsdale and Dick’s Sanitation
Services, Inc. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote
against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.




€.

Consider Approval of a Proposal Submitted by VDCI in the Amount of $41,998.40 for
the City’s 2026 Mosquito Management Program

Erickson presented the results of a Request for Proposals (RFP) for the City's 2026
Mosquito Management Program. The RFP was sent to Clark Mosquito Control, the City's
contractor for the past seven years, and Vector Disease Control International (VDCI), a
company that had expressed interest in working with the City. The program includes 21
adulticiding treatments in residential areas and parks using a synthetic pyrethroid, as well
as larvicide treatment of surface water. Clark submitted a combined bid of $44,100 for
the synthetic pyrethroid and larvicide. Erickson said VDCI submitted two options: Option
1 (Aquareslin, a water-based permethrin product) at $41,998.40, and Option 2 (Delta
Guard, a water-based deltamethrin product) at $44,888. Erickson noted that VDCI's
Option 1 was approximately $2,100 less than Clark's bid, while Clark was approximately
$788 less than VDCI's Option 2. Erickson said the 2026 budget included $47,600 for
mosquito management, and both proposals came in under that figure. Erickson
acknowledged Clark's seven-year track record with the City and noted VDCI's primary
Minnesota experience has been with aerial application rather than ground-fogging.
Erickson contacted a reference in Patrker, Colorado, a Storm Sewer Superintendent with
approximately 15 years of experience with VDCI who spoke positively of the firm.
Erickson confirmed with VDCI that they would spray at night (at dusk), consistent with
the City's current practice, and not during the day as had been their approach in some
other jurisdictions. Erickson also summarized results of a recently conducted community
survey: 83% of respondents favored continuing mosquito spraying; 78% preferred the
current chemical approach; 71% had no concerns about pesticide application; and 71%
opposed a chemical-free park designation. Councilmember Pelava expressed general
support but noted some unease about engaging a contractor with no prior ground-fogging
experience in Minnesota. Councilmember Wermerskirchen emphasized the importance of
continuing the program given expanding community events, the risk of mosquito-borne
illness, and anecdotal medical guidance suggesting the insecticide risk is lower than the
disease risk from untreated mosquitoes. Councilmember Miller confirmed the survey was
conducted with 2027 planning in mind and that the program was already budgeted for
2026. Councilmember Vosejpka highlighted that the most consistent public feedback in
the survey was a desire to be notified of spray schedules. The Council discussed multiple
notification methods, including the City website calendar, mass notification (text alert)
system, and park signage. Erickson confirmed that notifications could be posted in
advance of scheduled spray nights and that reminder signs could be placed in parks
indicating the spray date and time. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by
Vosejpka to approve the proposal submitted by VDCI in the amount of $41,998.40 for the
City’s 2026 Mosquito Management Program. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg,
Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.




f.  Consider Approval of a Quote Submitted by Minnesota Millwork & Fixtures in the
Amount of $4,252.19 for a Display Case for City Hall
Erickson presented a proposal to install a custom display case in the front lobby of City
Hall to showcase Staff awards and historical items. Two quotes were obtained: Minnesota
Millwork & Fixtures at $4,252.19 and Henriksen at $6,450. Erickson confirmed that the
display case would be finished in a laminate closely matching the existing woodwork in
the building, and that it would fit precisely in an existing alcove to the right of the front
desk. The Council expressed unanimous support for the project. Councilmember
Wermerskirchen noted Minnesota Millwork's strong track record of quality work for the
city, pointing to their cabinet work at the library as a reference. Councilmember Miller
expressed appreciation for supporting a local business. A motion was made by Miller and
seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve the quote submitted by Minnesota Millwork &
Fixtures in the amount of $4,252.19 for a display case for City Hall. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

g. Consider Approval to Make a Conditional Job Offer to Dick Bell as Seasonal Public
Works Employee at Grade 1/Step 7 ($24.27/hr.)
Dornfeld presented a recommendation to extend a conditional job offer to Dick Bell for a
seasonal Public Works position. Bell has worked in the same role for the past five years,
holds a Class A commercial driver's license enabling him to operate single-axle trucks
and haul street sweepings to Rice County, and scored the highest among six applicants
for the position for the start date of on or about May 4. Dornfeld noted that as a seasonal
employee, Bell cannot work more than six months to avoid triggering PERA contribution
requirements, which are not budgeted. Councilmember Miller confirmed for the record

| that the $46,820 figure represents the budget for all three seasonal positions combined,

| not just Bell's position. The Council welcomed Bell back warmly and expressed

appreciation for his continued service. A motion was made by Miller and seconded by

Pelava to approve to make a conditional job offer to Dick Bell as Seasonal Public Works

Employee at Grade 1/Step 7 ($24.27/hr.). Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg,

Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

h. Presentation of the 2025 Community Development Report
Hinz-Ibarra presented the 2025 Community Development Report, covering population
trends, building permits, land use permits, real estate sales, and land development.
The Council expressed strong support for the report with multiple members noting that
the City appears to be at an inflection point for renewed growth. Councilmember
Wermerskirchen expressed particular interest in the succession of long-standing local
businesses, citing the hardware store as a positive example. Mayor Berg noted interest in
re-engaging with the owner of the Willow Creek Heights South Edition property
regarding potential development. Erickson noted that the last conversation with that
property owner resulted in an indication they would sell "for the right price”.




i. Presentation of the 2025 Police Department Report
Chief Schmitz Chief presented the 2025 Lonsdale Police Department Annual Report
which included Staffing, Notable Incidents, Grants, Statistics, and Community
Recognition. The Council offered extensive praise for the department, its community
engagement, its grant success, and Schmitz's 25 years of service. Council discussed
promoting the pharmaceutical drop-box program through City social media channels.

j.  Consider Approval of Resolution 2026-23, a Resolution Accepting Donation(s) for the
2026 Founder’s Fest Fireworks Display
Hinz-Ibarra presented Resolution 2026-23 on behalf of the Founder's Day Committee.
Hinz-Ibarra noted that three donations had been received during the current week: DSI
($1,500), Heath Valley Farm ($500), and Association One ($500). Hinz-Ibarra said the
total donations accepted to date for the fireworks display stood at $8,700, with an
additional $2,500 in Founder's Day Committee funding committed to the project. The
City Council previously approved the fireworks display contract with Res Pyro at the
November 13, 2025 meeting. Mayor Berg noted that an additional donation from the
Fireman's Relief Association was anticipated. A motion was made by Miller and
seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve Resolution 2026-23. Vote for: Wermerskirchen,
Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0.
Motion carried.

11. OTHER BUSINESS
Department & Council Reports

City Engineer:
Malecha reported that the preconstruction meeting for the 2026 Mill and Overlay Project was
held earlier that day with the contractor planning to begin work in early to mid-May.

Public Works:

Dornfeld reported that seasonal interviews were conducted jointly with Erickson, with a
recommendation coming to the April 30 meeting. Dornfeld said street sweeping has been
underway daily, parks are prepared for the season, with TCU softball and soccer fields ready.

Community Development Planner:

Hinz-Ibarra reported that the next Park Board and Founder’s Day Committee is scheduled for
Monday, April 13, 2026 and working on the Technical Methods Inc, Site Plan for an existing
building addition which will be presented at the April 20, 2026 Planning Commission
Meeting, and reminded the Council that the Arbor Day Tree Planting is on Friday, April 24,
2026 at Jaycee Park at 1:00 pm.




City Administrator:

Erickson reported on Police officer interviews, business development activities, attendance at
the Rice County Economic Development Meeting in Faribault, and completion of the DSI
Agreement approved earlier in the meeting. Erickson said he will be attending the Minnesota
Municipal Beverage Association Conference the following weekend. Erickson noted that it
was Public Works Director Joe Dornfeld's birthday the following day and also acknowledged
Lynette Moe’s upcoming birthday.

Councilmember Wermerskirchen:

Wermerskirchen highlighted the Lonsdale Liquor Store spring tasting event on May 2" and
noted that upcoming EDA discussion will focus on reviewing the City's Revolving Loan
Program.

Councilmember Miller:

Miller thanked Public Works for field preparation for TCU Soccer and Jaycee Park. Miller
reported that the Ambassadors' Annual Easter egg hunt was held April 4 at Jaycee Park,
drawing over 300 participants despite poor weather.

Councilmember Vosejpka:

Vosejpka reported on the April 20 Planning Commission Meeting agenda which will include
the Sign Ordinance Public Hearing, Site Plan review for TMI, and consideration of Interim
Ordinance 2026-342, Prohibiting the Location, Establishment, and Operation of Data Centers
within the City of Lonsdale.

Councilmember Pelava:
Pelava noted the upcoming Safety Committee Meeting on Wednesday and EDA meeting
Thursday.

Mayor Tom Berg:

Berg reported attending a Fireman's Relief Association Meeting, noted his testimony at the
State Capitol that day in support of House File 4077 which would ban elected officials,
appointees, and Staff from signing nondisclosure agreements. Berg announced that the City's
Wastewater Treatment Facility Improvement Project estimated at approximately $10 million
was selected by Representative Angie Craig's Office for a community fund project request in
the amount of $2.5 million, and expressed the Council's commitment to ensuring the facility
is properly upgraded rather than patched.




12. ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Pelava to adjourn the meeting at 8:51 pm.
Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion caried.

Respectfully Submitted:

1] f

Joel Al Eridkson, City Administrator




