MINUTES
CITY OF LONSDALE
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MAY 22,2025

1. CALLTO ORDER
Councilmember Wermerskirchen called a meeting of the Lonsdale City Council to order
at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers, 415 Central Street West.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.

3. ROLL CALL
Members Present: Brian Wermerskirchen, Kari Miller, James Vosejpka,
and Scott Pelava

Members Absent: Tom Berg

City Staff Present:  City Administrator Joel Erickson, Public Works Director Joe
Dornfeld, City Engineer Shibani Bisson, City Treasurer Tami
Brokl, Liquor Store Manager Lynette Moe, Police Chief Jason
Schmitz, and Community Development Planner Cory Hinz-Ibarra

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Councilmember Wermerskirchen asked if there were any additions, deletions or
corrections to the agenda. A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Pelava to
approve the agenda. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote
against: Non. Abstained: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
None

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS
None

7. PRESENTATION OF CITIZEN PETITIONS AND COMMENTS
None

8. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA
None

9. OLD BUSINESS
None




10. NEW BUSINESS
a. Discuss the City’s Preliminary 2026 Budget and Property Tax Levy

Erickson presented the preliminary 2026 budget and property tax levy discussion.
Erickson requested direction from the Council with the desired levy amount which would
determine the tax rate and provide parameters for Staff budget requests. Erickson
recommended updating the capital improvement plan for streets, utilities, facility needs,
short and long-term goals, wages and insurance, and any recommended studies to be
considered. Erickson presented two preliminary options for the levy: keeping it the same,
resulting in no increase to property tax funding, or maintaining the same tax rate which
would generate an additional $153,000 in property tax funding compared to the current
year. Erickson provided estimates of the impact on residential and industrial properties
for both scenarios. Erickson summarized department needs, unknown amount of Local
Government Aid due to the special session, State Paid Leave and Medical Act starting in
January, outlined water and wastewater studies, impact of upcoming bond payments,
DRS Ballfield lighting, police staffing and vehicle replacement, the City’s $76,000
portion of the Fire Department Budget, and EDA marketing and revolving fund. The
Council discussed the challenges of balancing the budget without cutting services or
using reserves. The Council requested Erickson to provide different budget scenarios for
the next meeting that included tax levy options. The Council discussed reviewing the
City’s assessment policy in relation to street maintenance projects.

11. OTHER BUSINESS
Wermerskirchen congratulated Tom and Katie Berg with the birth of their child and
encouraged residents to attend local Memorial Day events.

12. ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Vosejpka to adjourn the meeting at 8:06 pm.

Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion caried.

Respectfully Submitted:

A

Joel Al Erickson, City Administrator




