MINUTES
CITY OF LONSDALE
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MAY 29,2025

1. CALLTO ORDER

Mayor Berg called a meeting of the Lonsdale City Council to order at 7:00 p.m. in the City
Council Chambers, 415 Central Street West.

. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.
. ROLL CALL
Members Present: Brian Wermerskirchen, Kari Miller, Tom Berg, James Vosejpka,
and Scott Pelava
Members Absent: None
City Staff Present: City Administrator Joel Erickson, Public Works Director Joe
Dornfeld, Assistant City Engineer Nathan Kock , Police Chief
Jason Schmitz, Library Director Marguerite Moran, and
Community Development Planner Cory Hinz-Ibarra
. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Mayor Berg asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the agenda. Mayor
Berg recommended adding two additional items to New Business: A. Discuss a Reduced
Liquor License Fee for the American Legion and (B) Discuss Building Permits 20250108
and 20250113. A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Vosejpka to approve the
additions to the agenda. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote
against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Consider Approval of the Minutes from the April 24, 2025 Regular Meeting and the May 6,
2025 Special Meeting

Mayor Berg asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the April 24, 2025
Regular Meeting and May 6, 2025 Special Meeting minutes. A motion was made by
Wermerskirchen and seconded by Miller to approve the minutes as presented. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None.
Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

. PUBLIC HEARINGS

None



7. PRESENTATION OF CITIZEN PETITIONS AND COMMENTS

Michael Moran addressed the Council regarding the upcoming decision on choosing a City
Engineer. Moran shared his personal experience with WSB and raised concerns about the
2021 Street Reconstruction Project that he believed caused damage to his home’s foundation.
Moran stated that he had informed the City at a planning meeting in October 2020 that his
home was built on fill and had a history of foundation settlement. Moran expressed that
despite his warnings, excavation was done closer to his home than originally stated, which he
believed directly impacted the stability of his house. Moran detailed the extent of the damage
to his home, including cracks in the drywall, shifting floors, and doors that no longer close
properly. Moran said he had been transparent throughout the process, providing
documentation and inviting City Staff, engineers, and contractors to see the damages. Moran
requested accountability from WSB, the engineering firm on the project. Moran said WSB
should not receive another contract from the City until the issue is resolved. Moran said he
should not have to lose his home for trying to do the right thing and raising concerns through
the proper channels.

. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor Berg reviewed the items on the Consent Agenda and asked if anyone wanted any
items pulled for discussion. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Wermerskirchen
to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg,
Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None, Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

9. OLD BUSINESS

a. Discuss Selection of a City Engineer
Erickson summarized the RFP process for engineering services and said that eight
proposals were received and three firms were interviewed. Erickson said the Council
interviewed WSB, Bolten & Menk, and ISG and that all three firms could perform the
necessary services for the City. Mayor Berg discussed the rate adjustments and
recommended Bolten and Menk. Pelava inquired about the situation with Moran which
was brough up earlier in the meeting. Erickson provided context on how the issue was
handled and the City instructed Moran to contact the contractor, BCM and to file a claim.
Moran clarified the timeline of events and his efforts to address the issue. Moran said his
main concern was that WSB, as the City’s liaison, did not follow up on his concerns or
communicate them effectively to the contractor. After further discussion, the Council
discussed the engineering selection process and the importance of considering both cost
and quality of service. A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Vosejpka to
approve appointing Bolton & Menk as the City Engineer. Vote for: Wermerskirchen,
Miller, Berg, and Vosejpka. Vote against: Pelava. Abstained: none. Vote: 4-1. Motion
carried.




10. NEW BUSINESS

a.

Consider Approval of the American Legion Liquor License Renewal Fee

Mayor Berg said the American Legion reached out to him to be added to the agenda
tonight to discuss a discounted liquor license fee. Randy Vlasak summarized the updates
of the American Legion operations and requested the Council to approve a reduced
Liquor License fee of $300.00. Michael Lang summarized the $50,000.00 in donations
contributed by the American Legion to the Lonsdale community The Council discussed
the American Legion’s situation, donations, and support of the organization. A motion
was made by Miller and seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve the $300.00 Liquor
License fee for this year and with the ability to reevaluate if the business does improve or
increase hours more than three days per week. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg,
Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Resolution 2025-25. a Resolution Approving the Willow Creek Commons 5t Addition

Preliminary and Final Plat

Hinz-Ibarra introduced Lisa Wadsen, Kwik Trip Real Estate Manager. Wadsen presented
the project’s PowerPoint presentation which covered the site survey and community
benefits. The Council discussed the comments that were discussed at the May 19, 2025
Planning Commission Meeting. The Council discussed traffic, screening, and the site
location. Hinz-Ibarra summarized the Willow Creek Commons 5% Addition Preliminary
and Final Plat and the recommendation for approval from the Planning Commission. A
motion was made by Miller and seconded by Vosejpka to approve Resolution 2025-25.
Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Consider Approval of Conditional Use Permit No. 2025-03, a Conditional Use Permit to
Locate a Convenience Facility and Commercial Car Wash at 115 15" Ave SE, Lot 1
Block 1, Willow Creek Commons 5™ Addition

Hinz-Ibarra presented Conditional Use Permit No. 2025-03, a Conditional Use Permit to
Locate a Convenience Facility and Commercial Car Wash at 115 15" Ave SE, Lot 1,
Block 1, Willow Creek Commons 5™ Addition. Hinz-Ibarra said the Planning
Commission recommend approval with the condition of installing a Type 3 Barricade at
the end of the 1400 block of Connecticut Drive SE. The Council further discussed the
extension of the proposed berm and fence at the 15 Avenue SE corner, car wash hours
and operations, Wetzee’s Car Wash Conditional Use Permit, and traffic flow. Erickson
said due to the site triangle at the 15" Avenue SE corner, it was not recommended to
extend the screening. Erickson said this is the time for the Council to incorporate
additional conditions. The Council had no additional conditions or changes to
Conditional Use Permit No. 2025-03. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by
Miller to approve Conditional Use Permit 2025-03. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller,
Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion
carried.




d. Consider Approval of Resolution 2025-26, a Resolution Approving the Site Plan for

Kwik Trip to be located at 115 15™ Ave SE. Lot 1/ Block 1, Willow Creek Commons 5™
Addition

Hinz-Ibarra summarized Resolution 2025-26, a Resolution Approving the Site Plan for
Kwik Trip to be located at 115 15" Ave SE, Lot 1/ Block 1, Willow Creek Commons 5™
Addition. Hinz-Ibarra said that Wadsen could respond to any remaining questions that the
Council may have. The Council said no additional discussion was necessary and they
liked the plan. Wadsen thanked the Council and once the store opens, there will be a
ribbon cutting event. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Miller to approve
Resolution 2025-26. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote
against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Review and Discuss Mackenthun’s Fine Foods Request to Relocate the Civic
Organization Recycling Program Dumpsters

Hinz-Ibarra presented the Mackenthun’s request to relocate the recycling containers from
their parking lot. Hinz-Ibarra outlined three options for the Council to consider, sunset the
program, relocate the containers to the Compost Site, or relocate the containers to the
Jaycee Park overflow parking lot. Dornfeld said the two City locations were not favored
due to site conditions and additional maintenance for the Public Works Department. The
Council discussed the current challenges of the current program which included improper
dumping. The Council discussed the merits of continuing the program and alternative
locations. Erickson said this has been a known problem for years and the intent of the
program was to provide funds to organizations that did not have capabilities to raise
funds. Erickson confirmed that the recycling containers could remain at Mackenthun’s
until June 30, 2025. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Miller to terminate
the program at the end of this quarter. Vote for: Pelava and Miller. Vote Against:
Wermerskirchen, Berg, and Vosejpka. Abstained: None. Vote: 2-3. Motion failed. A
motion was made by Miller and seconded by Wermerskirchen to table until the June 12,
2025 City Council Meeting. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and
Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Consider Approval to Make a Conditional Job Offer to William Depp as Part Time Police
Officer at Step 1 ($36.99)

Schmitz recommended making a conditional job offer to William Dopp as Part-Time
Police Officer. Schmitz said Dopp’s full-time position with the Rice County Sheriff’s
Department would speed up the training process. A motion was made by Miller and
seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve to make a conditional job offer to William Depp
as a Part Time Police Officer at Step 1 ($36.99/hr.) Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller,
Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion
carried.




Consider Approval to Increase Library Staff Hours

Moran requested approval to increase flexibility in Library Technician hours, allowing
each Library Technician to be paid for up to one additional five hour shift per week.
Moran said this would cover vacations and allow for new programming. Moran
confirmed that additional wages would be funded by the Library Reserve Fund. A motion
was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Vosejpka to approve the increase in
Library Technician hours up to 15 hours per week. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller,
Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion
carried.

. Consider Approval of a Application for Payment No. 5 in the Amount of $108,708.85 to

Met-Con for the City Hall Project

Erickson presented Application for Payment No. 5 in the amount of $108,708.85 to Met-
Con for the new City Hall Project. Erickson provided a project update and confirmed the
move in date of Friday, May 30, 2025. Erickson said the project is under budget by
$130,000.00 or almost 10%, not including the sale of the current building. A motion was
made by Pelava and seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve Application for Payment
No. 5 in the amount of $108,708.85 to Met Con. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg,
Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Review and Discuss the Proposals Submitted in Response to the City’s RFP for
Contracted Building Official/Inspection Services

Erickson said the Council approved the RFP for Contracted Building Official/Inspection
Services at the April 24, 2025 meeting. Erickson said four proposals were received and
summarized each proposal and the fiscal impact. Erickson confirmed that the current
Building Inspector contract will end mid-July. The Council discussed the proposals,
costs, and recommended Metro West as the low bidder. A motion was made by Miller and
seconded by Wermerskirchen to appoint Metro West as the City’s contracted Building
Official/Inspector. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote
against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Consider Approval of a Lease Agreement Between the City of Lonsdale and Lonsdale
Sky Warn

Erickson said Staff worked with the City Attorney to draft the proposed agreement with
the Lonsdale Sky Warn. Erickson indicated that it is unknown if Sky Warn exists as a
legal entity. Erickson said Staff, the City Attorney and Sky Warn have not been able to
locate documents indicating such. Erickson said if not, the Agreement will need to be in
the name of one of the members. Erickson summarized the terms of the lease agreement
and said it was similar to the one in place with Evergreen Therapy Solutions. Erickson
confirmed the building becomes taxable only in the spaces leased out. A motion was
made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Vosejpka to approve the Lease Agreement
between the City of Lonsdale and Lonsdale Sky Warn. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller,
Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion
carried.




k. Discuss the Audio/Video Systems for the City Council Chambers
Erickson said the Council requested to discuss the audio/video system from the last
meeting. The Council discussed concerns about the audio quality for meetings and the
need for improvements in the new City Hall. The Council discussed increasing
transparency, an additional marketing company to help out, and having the audience see
what the Council is seeing. Moran said there were opportunities to include picture in
picture in the live streaming creating a seamless experience for people watching from
home. The Council agreed to test the current system in the new space and consider
upgrades as necessary.

1. Discuss Building Permits 20250108 and 20250113
Mayor Berg said he was contacted by a home builder who wanted to build his home now
and building permits were held up. Mayor Berg said the builder had two complaints. One
being the City’s design standards with the square footage of brick/stone in front of the
homes and second, to split the land before he built the house on it. Erickson said the
permits should be denied due to the plans not meeting the City’s design standards and the
way the twin home was proposed with a portion of one unit on both properties. Erickson
said he did not know how the City could approve a unit on both parcels. Erickson
confirmed it is a very simple process to work with the property owner to make the
property line adjustment and the City has tried to work with builders in the past regarding
brick. Erickson said the house gets built per plan and does not comply with the City Code
because we wanted to work and trust the builder. Erickson confirmed if the Council
wanted to approve the permits they can but Staff do not recommend it. Erickson
confirmed that the 100 square feet of brick/stone came about from residents who wanted
higher design standards with infill lot homes being built by LGI during the recession.
Erickson said design standards are on the list of things to be reviewed by the Planning
Commission. The Council recommended Staff to have the Planning Commission review
and discuss City Codes that increase development and the tax base.

11. OTHER BUSINESS

Department & Council Reports

Public Works:
Dornfeld reported the Booster Station pumps will be arriving soon, seasonal employees start
on Monday, and Public Works is assisting with the move to the new City Hall.

City Engineer:
Kock thanked the Council for letting WSB serve the City for the past twenty plus years and
said the 2025 Mill & Overlay Project was completed.

City Administrator:
Erickson said he has been working on day-to-day projects and focusing on the move to the
new City Hall.

Community Development Planner:
Hinz-Ibarra said the Public Hearing for Ordinance 2025-331, an Ordinance to Regulate




Cannabis Businesses will be held at the June 16, 2025 Planning Commission Meeting,
working on code violations, and Land Use Application 2025-04 Lonsdale Mini Storage.

Councilmember Wermerskirchen:

Wermerskirchen said there is going to be a Special Library Board Meeting on June 4 to
discuss long term planning, the 2026 budget and Friday is the kick off to the Summer
Reading Program.

Councilmember Miller:
Miller said the Park Board did not meet in May and congratulated high school graduates

Councilmember Vosejpka:
Vosejpka said the Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting is scheduled for June 16, 2025
and discussed up coming agenda items.

Councilmember Pelava:
Pelava said the EDA met and was provided an update on the SCDP Grant, monthly
marketing plan, and the Lonsdale Chamber’s Street Fair was held on May 13, 2025.

Mayor Berg:

Mayor Berg said he had a great time with the American Legion on Memorial Day and
thanked them for hosting their events, visited the new City Hall and thanked City Staff for
working hard, and thanked everyone for reaching out to him and his wife with their newborn

baby.
12. ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Miller to adjourn the meeting at 9:48 pm.

Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion caried.

Respectfully Submitted:

A

Joel Al Erickson, City Administrator




