MINUTES
CITY OF LONSDALE
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JUNE 12, 2025

1. CALLTO ORDER
Mayor Berg called a meeting of the Lonsdale City Council to order at 7:00 p.m. in the City
Council Chambers, 415 Central Street West.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.

3. ROLL CALL
Members Present: Brian Wermerskirchen, Kari Miller, Tom Berg, James Vosejpka,
and Scott Pelava

Members Absent: None

City Staff Present: City Administrator Joel Erickson, Public Works Director Joe
Dornfeld, City Treasurer Tami Brokl, Liquor Store Manager
Lynette Moe, Police Chief Jason Schmitz, and Community
Development Planner Cory Hinz-Ibarra

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Mayor Berg asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the agenda. A
motion was made by Miller and seconded by Pelava to approve the additions to the agenda.
Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Consider Approval of the Minutes from the May 22, 2025 Special Meeting and the May 29,
2025 Regular Meeting
Mayor Berg asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the May 22, 2025
Special Meeting and May 29, 2025 Regular Meeting minutes. A motion was made by Pelava
and seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve the minutes as presented. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None.
Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS
None




7. PRESENTATION OF CITIZEN PETITIONS AND COMMENTS
Charlie Peterfeso (742 Florida St SW) asked the City Council why Lonsdale Skywarn who
is not chartered with Skywarn was going to rent three rooms of the new City Hall for $1.00
annually. Peterfeso said the group is an outdated organization and asked why tax payers are
paying for the group to store their freezers at City Hall. Peterfeso said he has done his
research and confirmed that the Lonsdale Skywarn is not a 501¢3 nonprofit and that the
proposed lease is with a private citizen.

8. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA
Mayor Berg reviewed the items on the Consent Agenda and asked if anyone wanted any
items pulled for discussion. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Wermerskirchen
to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg,
Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Erickson said he would like to recognize the past Council for their long term vision and
support in transitioning into the new City Hall. Erickson thanked Tim Rud, Kevin Kodada,
and Cindy Furrer for their foresight and involvement.

9. OLD BUSINESS
a. Discuss the Civic Organization Recycling Program

Erickson provided an update from DSI with removing the recycling bins from the
Mackenthun’s Fine Foods parking lot. Erickson summarized the three options and
confirmed that having multiple new locations for the bins was not an option. The Council
discussed the recycling program and was concerned about residents not having the
opportunity to recycle. Jeff Weast from DSI said that the residents of Lonsdale are
provided recycling containers from Rice County and that Lonsdale is not the only City
that has issues with illegal dumping. Weast said that DSI took over the program a couple
of months ago and is concerned about the backlash of the program ending. The Council
said the illegal dumping is well known on Facebook and will make sure that it is clear
that this has absolutely nothing to do with DSI and this is a community problem. A
motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Miller to approve to terminate the program
at the end of this month. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava.
Vote against: None. Abstained: none. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

10. NEW BUSINESS
a. Presentation of the City’s 2024 Aduit

Tom Olinger, ABDO summarized the City’s 2024 year end audit and discussed
significant audit findings. Olinger said City Staff did a great job preparing financial
statements and that the audit is clean and follows gap standards and similar to last year.
Olinger confirmed that all data was from 2024 and that the financial condition of the City
is healthy. Erickson recognized City Treasurer Tami Brokl and Accounting Technician
Brittani Barnett for their hard work and assistance to complete the 2024 Audit. The
Council had no additional questions and thanked City Staff.




. Presentation of the City’s Compensation Study

Tessia Melvin, David Drown Associates phoned in and presented the City’s
Compensation Study and presented direction on where the City pay scale and wages
should be based on the market analysis. Melvin summarized the current conditions,
considerations, proposed position reclassifications, and implementation timeline. The
Council discussed the pay grid recalibration and classification changes. Erickson
confirmed to the Council that he would provide the current pay scale at the next Council
meeting. The Council discussed employees not losing ground with their longevity and
focusing on the increase for City Staff. Erickson confirmed that police union negotiations
could be opened but only focused on the wage increase. A motion was made by Miller
and seconded by Vosejpka to approve the classification changes. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded
by Pelava to approve the cut four/ad two recommendation. Vote for: Wermerskirchen,
Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0.
Motion carried.

Consider Approval for Payment No. 1 in the Amount of $119,244.85 to McNamara
Contracting, Inc. for the 2025 Mill & Overlay Project

Dornfeld said the 2025 Mill & Overlay Project occurred May 21-23, 2025 which also
included additional areas on 4™ Avenue NE and Birch Street NE. Dornfeld confirmed the
work completed is in accordance with plans and specifications of the project. Dornfeld
recommended the Council to approve Pay Voucher No. 1 to McNamara Contracting in
the amount of $119,244.85. A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by
Pelava to approve Payment No. 1 in the amount of $119,244.85 to McNamara
Contracting for the 2025 Mill & Overlay Project. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg,
Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Consider Approval of Resolution 2025-27, a Resolution Approving the Stormwater
Management Agreement between the City of Lonsdale and Kwik Trip, Inc

Erickson said the City Engineer recommended that an agreement be established for
maintenance and repair of the proposed stormwater management facilities to be
constructed as part of the Kwik Trip Project which Kwik Trip agreed to do. Erickson
summarized the terms of the proposed agreement and recommend the Council to approve
Resolution 2025-27. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Wermerskirchen to
approve Resolution 2025-26. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and
Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.




e. Consider Approval of Resolution 2025-28, a Resolution Approving a Release Agreement
Erickson recommended the Council to resolve Kwik Trip’s title objections so the City can
sell the property to Kwik Trip, Inc. for construction of a convenience store and
commercial car wash. Erickson said the title obligation pertains to the City’s temporary
easement for a gravel turnaround which is no longer needed. Erickson recommended the
Council to approve Resolution 2025-28 to move forward with the sale of the City
property to Kwik Trip, Inc. Erickson confirmed to the Council that the closing would
occur in early July 2025. A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Pelava to
approve Resolution 2025-27. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and
Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

11. OTHER BUSINESS
Department & Council Reports

Public Works:

Dornfeld reported that Public Works installed the flag poles at the new City Hall, installed
the basketball hoop at Sticha Park, seasonal employees are doing a great job, and
summarized upcoming road repair projects.

City Engineer:

None

Community Development Planner:

Hinz-Ibarra said the he has been working on the June 16, 2025 Park Board Packet, Planning
& Zoning Packet, and the Public Hearing for Ordinance 2025-331, an Ordinance to Regulate
Cannabis Businesses is this coming Monday night.

City Administrator:
Erickson said he has been getting packets out and concentrating on the successful transition
to the new City Hall.

Councilmember Wermerskirchen:
Wermerskirchen said there was a Special Library Board Meeting on June 4™ to discuss long
term planning, 2026 budget, and provided a program update.

Councilmember Miller:
Miller said the Park Board is meeting this coming Monday night.

Councilmember Vosejpka:
Vosejpka said the Planning Commission Meeting is scheduled for June 16, 2025 and
provided an Office of Cannabis Management update.

Councilmember Pelava:
Pelava said he attended the Lonsdale Chamber’s Lunch Networking Event at Trcka Park
earlier in the week and the next EDA Meeting is next Wednesday, June 18, 2025.




Mayor Berg:
Mayor Berg thanked Staff for their efforts in moving into the new City Hall, thanked Public

Works for the installation of the new “Jameson” basketball hoop at Sticha Park, and
announced the Badges & Bobbers Event is on the 20", Mayor Berg said he has been working
with a developer on a 60 unit apartment building coming to town.

12. ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Pelava to adjourn the meeting at 8:57 pm.

Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion caried.

Respectfully Submitted:

A

Joel Af Efickson, City Administrator




