MINUTES
CITY OF LONSDALE
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JUNE 26, 2025

. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Berg called a meeting of the Lonsdale City Council to order at 7:00 p.m. in the City
Council Chambers, 103 15" Ave SE.

. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.
. ROLL CALL
Members Present: Brian Wermerskirchen, Kari Miller, Tom Berg, James Vosejpka,
and Scott Pelava
Members Absent: None
City Staff Present: City Administrator Joel Erickson, Public Works Director Joe
Dornfeld, City Engineer Jason Malecha, and Community
Development Planner Cory Hinz-Ibarra
. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Mayor Berg asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the agenda.
Erickson requested the addition of the Maxfield Research Proposal in the amount of
$5,600.00 for the Council to consider for approval. A motion was made by Pelava and
seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve the addition to the agenda. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None.
Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Consider Approval of the Minutes from the June 12, 2025 Regular Meeting

Mayor Berg asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the June 12, 2025
Regular Meeting. A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Pelava to approve the
minutes as presented. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote
against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

. PUBLIC HEARINGS

None

. PRESENTATION OF CITIZEN PETITIONS AND COMMENTS

None




8. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA
Mayor Berg reviewed the items on the Consent Agenda and asked if anyone wanted any
items pulled for discussion. Erickson said the American Legion had not provided the required
certification of insurance for their liquor license and recommended the Council to approve it
contingent upon receiving the certificate. A motion was made by Miller and seconded by
Wermerskirchen to approve the Consent Agenda with Erickson’s recommendation. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None.
Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

9. OLD BUSINESS
a. Discuss the City Compensation Study

Erickson presented the updated Compensation Study results which addressed concerns
raised in previous meetings that included longevity, moving the Library Director to Grade
12, and confirmed no employees were in the red when it came to min and max salaries at
year 10 compared to benchmark communities. Erickson provided a spreadsheet showing
current and proposed grades, steps, and pay for each employee. Melvin said the City’s
proposed pay scale minimum is 107% of the benchmark minimum’s, 112% at Step 10,
and 119% maxed out. The Council discussed the changes and expressed support with the
updates. The Council also discussed the possibility of implementing a longevity pay
system in the future to address concerns about employee retention and compensation
growth over time. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Miller to approve the
implementation of the proposed compensation plan effective July 6, 2025 with the
opportunity to review and expand into long-term longevity pay in the future. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

10. NEW BUSINESS

a. Consider Approval of an Agreement for Contracted Comprehensive Engineering Service
Between the City of Lonsdale and Bolton & Menk, Inc
Erickson presented the proposed agreement with Bolton & Menk, Inc and outlined key
points of the contract. Erickson said the fiscal impact to the City will depend upon the
number and type of projects completed and building permits needing to be reviewed.
Erickson confirmed the City paid WSB $234,000 in 2024. The Council said they were in
support of the new engineering contract with Bolton & Menk, Inc. A motion was made by
Miller and seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve the Agreement for Contracted
Comprehensive Engineering Service between the City of Lonsdale and Bolton & Menk,
Inc. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.




b. Consider Approval of an Agreement for Building Inspection Services Between the City of
Lonsdale and Metro West Inspection Services, Inc
Erickson presented the proposed agreement with Metro West Inspections Services, Inc
for inspection services and outlined key components of the new contract. Erickson
confirmed that the contract has no set end date. The Council discussed the transition plan
from the current inspector to Metro West and the flexibility for the City to potentially hire
an in-house Building Official in the future. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded
by Vosejpka to approve the Agreement for Building Inspection Services between the City
of Lonsdale and Metro West Inspection Services, Inc. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller,
Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion
carried.

Businesses

Hinz-Ibarra presented draft Ordinance 2025-331, an Ordinance to Regulate Cannabis
| Businesses and highlighted items of importance. Hinz-Ibarra said that public comments
were received and had been incorporated, including the addition of the Lower-Potency
Hemp Edible Wholesaler License and expanding permitted zoning districts. Hinz-Ibarra
confirmed the City Attorney had reviewed the ordinance to ensure compliance with state
laws. The Council discussed several aspects of the ordinance which included the removal
of conditional use permits, buffer zones, hours of operations, and removing zoning
restrictions for the Cannabis Delivery License. The Council also discussed not to
implement an additional municipal sales tax on licensed cannabis businesses at this time.
A motion was made by Vosejpka and seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve Ordinance
2025-331 with the removal of Conditional Use Permits and change to Section 3.3.9 to
reflect no zoning requirements. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and
Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.
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d. Consider Approval of Resolution 2025-30, a Resolution Approving a Site Plan for 836
Industrial Park Drive SE
Hinz-Ibarra presented the site plan for an addition to Lonsdale Mini-Storage located at
836 Industrial Park Drive SE. Hinz-Ibarra said Land Use Application 2025-04 proposed a
40 x 140 foot mini storage addition to the existing north end of the east building. Hinz-
Ibarra said the Planning Commission had reviewed and recommended approval of the site
plan at the June 16, 2025 meeting. The Council said they were in support of expansion
and it is a positive sign for local business growth. A motion was made by Miller and
seconded by Pelava to approve Resolution 2025-30. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller,
Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion
carried.




e. Review and Discuss the Submitted Maxfield Research and Consulting Proposal in the
Amount of $5,600.00
Erickson presented the proposal from Maxfield Research & Consulting to conduct a
market assessment for market-rate rental units in Lonsdale. Erickson said the study cost
$5,600.00 and would provide valuable information for potential apartment development
in the City. The Council discussed the benefits of having this information for future
development negotiations. The Council also considered the potential return on investment
through increased tax revenue from future apartment projects. A motion was made by
Wermerskirchen and seconded by Pelava to approve the Maxfield Research and
Consulting Proposal in the amount of $5,600.00. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg,
Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

11. OTHER BUSINESS

Department & Council Reports

City Engineer:
Malecha said he has met with Staff and will be working on proposals for the Wellhead
Protection Plan, Water Tower Study, and wastewater plant improvements.

Public Works:
Dornfeld presented an update on the Booster Station pumps installation, population sign
updates, and plans for the concrete replacement at the Liquor Store.

Community Development Planner:

Hinz-Ibarra said the Park Board approved rescheduling the monthly meeting to the second
Monday of the month with a new start time of 6:30 pm. Hinz-Ibarra said the next Park Board
Meeting is scheduled for July 14, 2025.

City Administrator:
Erickson thanked the Council for approving the Compensation Study and provided updates
on various on-going projects which included the 2026 budget process.

Councilmember Wermerskirchen:
Wermerskirchen reported on the success of the Library’s Summer Reading Program and the
EDA’s discussion about the future business park expansion.

Councilmember Miller:

Miller provided updates on the Park Board budget discussions and potential community
involvement programs.

Councilmember Vosejpka:

Vosejpka summarized the recent Planning Commission Meeting items which included design
standards for residential dwellings.




Councilmember Pelava:
Pelava reported on EDA activities including the August marketing plan and thanked the
Chambers and Police Department for coordinating the annual Badges and Bobbers Event.

Mayor Berg:
Mayor Berg provided an update on the upcoming Library Reading Event and thanked the
Council and Staff for their hard work.

12. ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Miller to adjourn the meeting at

8:42 pm. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion caried.

Respectfully Submitted:
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Joel T Erickson, City Administrator




