MINUTES
CITY OF LONSDALE
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JULY 10,2025

. CALLTO ORDER

Mayor Berg called a meeting of the Lonsdale City Council to order at 7:01 p.m. in the City
Council Chambers, 103 15™ Ave SE.

. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.
. ROLL CALL
Members Present: Brian Wermerskirchen, Kari Miller, Tom Berg, James Vosejpka,
and Scott Pelava
Members Absent: None
City Staff Present: City Administrator Joel Erickson, Public Works Director Joe
Dornfeld, City Engineer Jason Malecha, Fire Chief Joe Pumper,
and Community Development Planner Cory Hinz-Ibarra
. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Mayor Berg asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the agenda. Mayor
Berg recommended adding Consider Approval for a Founder’s Day Committee as New
Business Agenda Item K. A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Pelava to approve
the agenda with the addition. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava.
Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Consider Approval of the Minutes from the June 17, 2025 Special Meeting and June 26, 2025
Regular Meeting

Mayor Berg asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the June 17, 2025
Special Meeting and the June 26, 2025 Regular Meeting. A motion was made by
Wermerskirchen and seconded by Vosejpka to approve the minutes as presented. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None.
Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

. PUBLIC HEARINGS

None

. PRESENTATION OF CITIZEN PETITIONS AND COMMENTS

None




10.

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA
None

OLD BUSINESS

a.

None

NEW BUSINESS

a.

Consider Approval of an Agreement Between the City of Lonsdale and Safe Assure
Consultants, Inc. in the Amount of $5,374.12 for OSHA Compliance and Safety Training
Erickson presented the annual agreement with Safe Assure for OSHA Safety Compliance
Consulting. Erickson said the City has used Safe Assure for over 20 years with the new
agreement running from August 1% to July 31%. Erickson said the cost for the next year is
$5,734.12 which is a three percent increase over the current contract period. Erickson
confirmed to the Council that the cost is split amongst all of the departments, services are
guaranteed to meet OSHA requirements and Safe Assure provides coverage for fines if
the City is cited for deficient or inadequate written programs produced by them. A motion
was made by Miller and seconded by Pelava to approve the agreement between the City
of Lonsdale and Safe Assure Consultants, Inc. in the amount of $5,374.12. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Consider Approval of Resolution 2025-31, a Resolution Accepting a Donation from the
Lonsdale Fireman’s Relief Association

Erickson said the Lonsdale Fireman’s Relief Association donated $40,000.00 to the City
to be dedicated to the Fire Department to purchase small equipment. Erickson confirmed
cities can accept donations and gifts for the use and benefit of its residents per MN
Statute §465.04. The Council thanked the Lonsdale Fireman’s Relief Association for their
donation. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Miller to approve Resolution
2025-31. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against:
None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Consider Approval of a Quote Submitted by American Waterworks in the Amount of
$5.372.00 for Repair Work at the Old City Hall

Erickson presented a quote from American Waterworks for $5,372.00 to repair the bowed
north wall of the old city hall. Erickson detailed the repair process and said the City
would be responsible for any damage to the sheetrock or painting required. Erickson
confirmed he reached out to another company for a quote and did not receive a response.
The Council discussed the importance of getting the repair done quickly to facilitate the
sale of the building. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Vosejpka to approve
the quote submitted by American Waterworks in the amount of $5,372.00 for repair work
at the Old City Hall. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote
against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.




Consider Approval of a Quote Submitted by Seal King in the Amount of $4,550.00 to
Seal the Parking Lots at City Hall

Dornfeld said the maintenance of the parking lots at the new City Hall is necessary for
aesthetics and the longevity of the pavement. Dornfeld said sealcoating increases the
lifespan of the pavement by putting oils back in the surface of the pavement and reduces
cracking. Dornfeld said Staff is recommending the quote submitted in the amount of
$4,550.00 from Seal King Professionals for 2.5 coats of sealcoat to be applied versus two
coats from the other two proposals. Dornfeld explained the sealcoating process to the
Council and confirmed that Staff will crackfill, stripe the parking lots, and that the Seal
King Professionals will complete the work on Saturday to minimize the impact to City
Hall operations. A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Pelava to approve the
quote submitted by Seal King in the amount of $4,550.00. Vote for: Wermerskirchen,
Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0.
Motion carried.

Consider Approval of a Quote Submitted by Harry Browns, LLC for a 2026 GMC 1500
Truck in the Amount of $41,905.00

Dornfeld said the transmission went out in the 2007 Ford E-250 van and Staff received
pricing in the range of $3,000.00 to $6,000.00 to repair it. Dornfeld said Staff is
recommending the purchase a 2026 GMC 1500 4x4 extended cab pick-up to replace the
work van. Dornfeld presented the benefits of the extended cab truck, add-ons, storage of
sensitive equipment, and versatility of having a pick-up box, Dornfeld confirmed to the
Council that the purchase of the 2026 pick-up was not budgeted for in 2025 and the
purchase is in reaction to the transmission unexpectedly failing in the 2007 van. Dornfeld
said the funding of the purchase will come from the Water Fund. The Council discussed
the age of the van, social media platforms to sell the van on, donation of the van to a local
school, and the benefits of replacing the van. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded
by Miller to approve the quote submitted by Harry Browns, LLC for a 2026 GMC 1500
Truck in the amount of $41,905.00. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka,
and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Consider Approval to Accept Steve Klonne’s Letter of Retirement From the Lonsdale
Fire Department

Pumper said Steve Klonne submitted his letter of retirement from the Lonsdale Fire
Department effective May 7, 2025. Pumper said Klonne has served in many leadership
positions throughout his tenure and is respected by the members of the department. The
Council thanked Klonne for his years of service. A motion was made by Wermerskirchen
and seconded by Miller to accept Steve Klonne’s Letter of Retirement from the Lonsdale
Fire Department. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote
against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.




g. Consider to Accept Michael Nepsund’s Letter of Resignation From the Lonsdale Fire
Department
Pumper said probationary Firefighter Michael Nepsund submitted his resignation from
the Lonsdale Fire Department effective June 2, 2025. Pumper said Nepsund was unable
to meet the necessary requirements to obtain the Emergency Medical Responder (EMR)
certification during his probationary period. Pumper said Nepsund expressed his intention
to reapply once he obtains the required certification. The Council thanked Nepsund and
said there is always an opportunity for Nepsund with the Lonsdale Fire Department.
Pumper summarized the department’s recent recruitment campaign and is preparing to
interview seven new candidates. A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Pelava to
accept Michael Nepsund’s Letter of Retirement from the Lonsdale Fire Department. Vote
for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

h. Consider Acknowledgement of a Minnesota Lawful Gambling L.G 240B Application to
Conduct Excluded Bingo Submitted by the Sons of the American Legion Squadron 586
Erickson said the Sons of the American Legion Squadron #586 have submitted for
Acknowledgment a MN Lawful Gambling LG240B Application to Conduct Excluded
Bingo for an event being held on Friday, August 8, 2025 at the American Legion.
Erickson said all required information was received and Staff is not aware of any reasons
| not to acknowledge the application. A motion was made by Miller and seconded by
| Wermerskirchen to approve the Minnesota Lawful Gambling LG 240B Application to
conduct excluded Bingo submitted by the Sons of American Legion Squadron 586. Vote
for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

i. Consider Acknowledgment of Minnesota Lawful Gambling LG 220 Application for

| Exempt Permit with no waiting period submitted by Ducks Unlimited New Prague

| Chapter 263

Erickson said Ducks Unlimited New Prague Chapter 263 has submitted for
acknowledgement with no waiting period a MN Lawful Gambling L.G220 Application
Permit to conduct bingo and raffle on Saturday, August 9 as a part of Community Days.
Erickson said Staff is not aware of any reason not to acknowledge the application with no
waiting period to conduct Bingo. A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded
by Vosejpka to approve the Minnesota Lawful Gambling LG 220 Application for exempt
permit with no waiting period submitted by Ducks Unlimited New Prague Chapter 263.
Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.




j. Consider Approval of Revised Placement of Certain Employees on the City’s Pay Scale

Erickson presented the revised placement of certain employees on the City’s pay scale.
Erickson said since the last Council Meeting, some Staff felt they were not properly
classified on their duties. Erickson said the next step is the formal appeal process based
upon the grade placement rather than step placement and that any changes resulting from
the appeals would be retroactive to the start of the current pay period. Erickson confirmed
that employees would have a week to appeal their placement if they chose to do so.
Mayor Berg highlighted the changes in the classifications and Wermerskirchen
emphasized that the revisions largely stemmed from recognizing employee longevity. The
Council continued the discussion to implement a longevity pay system for employees
who have maxed out on the pay scale. Mayor Berg expressed appreciation for the
department heads and employees involved in the process. A motion was made by Berg
and seconded by Miller to approve the revised placement of certain employees on the
City’s pay scale. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote
against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

k. Consider Approval of Consider Approval for a Founder’s Day Committee
Mayor Berg introduced the idea of forming the Founder’s Day Committee to bring back
fireworks for the July 3™ or 4" celebration. Berg said there would be sponsors and
donations to fund the event including potentially using the funds from the City’s
recycling rebate from DSI. Berg proposed a five person committee including a City
liaison. The Council discussed creating formal governing documents for the committee
similar to other City Advisory Boards. The Council was in support of the new committee
and discussed the rollout timeline. A motion was made by Miller and seconded by
Vosejpka to approve the Founder’s Day Committee. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller,
Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion
carried.

11. OTHER BUSINESS

Department & Council Reports

City Engineer:
Malecha said he was working on Part 2 of the Wellhead Protection Plan and approving 2024
residential grading as-builts.

Public Works:
Dornfeld reported on crosswalk painting, crack filling, tree planting at the new City Hall, and
Booster Station Project.

Community Development Planner:
Hinz-Ibarra said the Park Board is now meeting on the second Monday of the month at 6:30
pm.

City Administrator:
Erickson discussed seal coating the parking lots at the new City Hall, planning the City Hall
Gran Opening Event, and closing on the Kwik Trip property sale on July 16, 2025.




Councilmember Wermerskirchen:
Wermerskirchen announced the upcoming Library Board and EDA Meetings for next week.

Councilmember Miller:
Miller mentioned the upcoming Park Board Meeting and various community events.

Councilmember Vosejpka:
Vosejpka said the next Planning Commission Meeting is scheduled for Monday, July 21,
2025, which will include three Public Hearings.

Mayor Berg:
Mayor Berg thanked the Council for approving the employee wage increases and forming the

new Founder’s Day Committee.

Councilmember Pelava:
Pelava invited the Council and Staff to Lonsdale Auto Work’s 20 Year Celebration on July
11, 2025.

12. ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Miller to adjourn the meeting at
8:37 pm. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion caried.

Respectfully Submitted:

N o<

Joel A. Ericks6n, City Administrator




