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MINUTES
CITY OF LONSDALE
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JULY 8, 2025

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Berg called a special meeting of the Lonsdale City Council to order at 7:01 p.m. in
the City Council Chambers, 415 Central Street West.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Members Present: Brian Wermerskirchen, Kari Miller, Tom Berg,
and Scott Pelava

Members Absent: James Vosejpka

City Staff Present:  City Administrator Joel Erickson, Public Works Director Joe
Dornfeld, Police Chief Jason Schmitz, City Treasurer Tami Brokl,
and Community Development Planner Cory Hinz-Ibarra

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Mayor Berg asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the agenda. A
motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Pelava to approve the agenda.
Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, and Pelava. Vote against: Non. Abstained: None.
Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
None

. PUBLIC HEARINGS

None

PRESENTATION OF CITIZEN PETITIONS AND COMMENTS
None

. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA

None

OLD BUSINESS
None




10. NEW BUSINESS
a. Discuss the City’s Preliminary 2026 Budget and Property Tax Levy

Erickson said this is the third meeting on the preliminary 2026 Budget and Property Tax
Levy and proposed discussing the City Council Budget, tax levy, 2026 Fee Schedule,
road and bridge projects/costs, and any other items the Council needed to address.
Erickson discussed the City Council Budget lines and confirmed that Council wages were
based upon City Code §33.08 and any changes would need to be approved prior to the
November 2026 City election, taking effect January 1, 2027. Erickson proposed
increasing the office supplies account for potential repairs to the audio-video system in
the chambers. Erickson inquired about any desired training that the Council would like to
attend such as the League of Minnesota Cities (LMC) Annual Conference and the Annual
Chambers Dinner. The Council discussed setting aside funding to eventually replace the
audio system, agreed not to attend the 2026 LMC Conference, and discussed whether the
City should continue to pay for Councilmembers to attend the Annual Chambers Dinner.
The Council discussed paying for the dinner out of their own pockets and Mayor Berg
said he would follow-up with Councilmember Vosejpka regarding the matter. Erickson
then presented the property tax levy recap, explaining that keeping the tax rate the same
would generate an additional $153,000 in property tax funding. Erickson provided
examples of how this would effect homeowners and businesses with varying property
values. Erickson explained that he had updated the budget with calculated assessments
and projected fund balances for all debt service funds. Erickson noted that there were
surpluses in some debt service funds due to people prepaying their assessments. The
Council engaged in a detailed discussion about various fees, including dog licenses,
kennel licenses, tobacco licenses, and cannabinoid product licenses. The Council debated
whether current fees were sufficient to cover administrative costs and discussed
potentially separating cannabinoid product licenses fees for primary sellers versus those
selling cannabinoids as a subsidiary product. The Council discussed locations and
processes for obtaining various licenses and expressed concern about the clarity and
efficiency of the current system. The Council continued reviewing other fees such as the
Conditional Use Application fees, beekeeping licenses, and abatement of public
nuisances. The Council discussed the possibility of adding a notary service at City Hall
and the Library. Dornfeld then presented information on Road and Bridge projects for
2026. Dornfeld proposed mill and overlay projects for several streets and discussed the
criteria used for selecting areas. Dornfeld also presented plans for seal coating and
explained the benefits of using GSB 88. The Council discussed the possibility of
implementing assessments for street improvement projects and the potential timeline for
such assessments. The Council discussed long-term goals, including equipment
replacement, invasive species at Willow Creek Pond, and retention pond cleaning.

11. OTHER BUSINESS
None




12. ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Miller to adjourn the meeting at
8:39 pm. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 4-0. Motion caried.

Respectfully Submitted:

s

Joel . Erickson, City Administrator




