MINUTES
CITY OF LONSDALE
PARK AND RECREATION ADVISORY COMMISSION
AUGUST 11, 2025

. CALL TO ORDER

Miller called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm in the City Council Chambers, 103 15
Ave SE.

. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.
. ROLL CALL
Members Present: Jeanette Utecht, Kari Miller, and Charlie Peterfeso
Members Absent: Micki Ziskovsky and Dana Nickell
City Staff Present: City Administrator Joel Erickson, Public Works Director
Joe Dornfeld, and Community Development Planner Cory
Hinz-Ibarra
. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Miller asked if there were any additions, deletions, or corrections to the agenda.
Miller recommended adding the Bastyr Pointe Apartment Project to New Business as
Agenda Item A and come back to Old Business after Other Business. A motion was
made by Utecht and seconded by Peterfeso to approve the agenda addition and order.
Vote for: Utecht, Miller, and Peterfeso. Against: None. Vote 3-0. Motion carried.

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Miller asked if there were any additions, deletions, or corrections to the July 14, 2025
meeting minutes. A motion was made by Utecht and seconded by Peterfeso to
approve the minutes from the July 14, 2025 meeting. Vote for: Miller, Utecht, and
Peterfeso. Against: None. Vote 3-0. Motion carried.

. PUBLIC HEARINGS

None

. PRESNTATION OF CITIZEN PETITIONS AND COMMENTS

None

. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

None
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9. OLD BUSINESS
a. Review and Discuss Chapter 7 — Parks, Trails, Open Space & Recreation of the
City of Lonsdale Comprehensive Plan
Dornfeld led the continued review of Chapter 7 and started the review with
Jaycee Park. The Board recommended the following updates:
e Designating the outdoor rink for recreation skating only,
e Resurfacing the basketball court, be deleted
e Addition of multi-use features like hopscotch, four square, and shuffleboard,
e Continuing with the tree replacement plan,
e Addition of a second scoreboard for field 2.

Dornfeld then proceeded with the review and discussion of Veterans Memorial

Park. The Board recommended the following updates:

¢ Implementing the Paver Project which was approved prior to this agenda item,

e Maintaining the bronze eagle,

e Addressing the maintenance issues with the planter blocks, fountain, and
replacing the lights near the military monuments.

Dornfeld then covered Marlene Park and the Board recommended the following

updates:
e Installation of a park identification signage with potentially repurposing the
old City Hall sign,

e Designating it as a sledding hill for smaller children at the park.
No formal action was taken as this was a discussion item.

10. NEW BUSINESS
a. Bastyr Pointe Apartment Project Update

Erickson presented an update on the proposed Bastyr Pointe Apartment Project
which includes 58 units in a three story building along with nine single family
homes. Erickson said as a Planned Unit Development (PUD), there is an
opportunity to negotiate park dedication requirements. Erickson said the 6.29 acre
site would require either approximately 0.6 acres of land or an estimated $117,000
in cash in lieu of land. Erickson said the developer has included private amenities
on-site and prefers not to have public amenities on private land. The Board’s
primary concern was the single entrance/exit shown on the concept plan and
further discussed the apartment rental price points and potential Tax Increment
Financing (TIF) assistance. After the discussion, the Board determined that cash
in lieu of land would be the most appropriate option for this development given
the site restraints and recommended the developer install a sidewalk on the south
side of Birch Street. A motion was made by Utecht and seconded by Peterfeso to
recommend cash payment in lieu of park land dedication for the Bastyr Pointe
Project. Vote for: Utecht, Miller, and Peterfeso. Against: None. Vote 3-0. Motion
carried.
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b. Consider Approval of Preliminary 2026 Park Budget and Projects
Dornfeld presented two potential projects for the 2026 Park Budget which
included ADA improvements at Jaycee Park and the Veteran Memorial Park
Paver Project. Dornfeld recommended prioritizing the Veterans Memorial Paver
Project. No formal action was taken as this discussion led into the next agenda
item.

c. Review and Discuss Veterans Park Memorial Paver Options
Hinz-Ibarra presented two options for expanding pavers at Veteran Memorial
Park: Option 1, Addition of 30 pavers (5 columns, 6 rows) at a cost of $14,240
plus concrete works and Option 2: Addition of 60 pavers (doubling Option 1) at a
cost of $28,680 plus concrete work. The Board discussed the high cost per paver
and the need to start fundraising from local organizations such as the American
Legion, SnoWizards, and Lonsdale Fire Relief to help offset the costs. The Board
decided on Option 2 and complete the project and potentially fund raise to reduce
the cost per paver for Veterans and their families. A motion was made by
Peterfeso and seconded by Utecht to recommend Option 2 for the Veteran
Memorial Park Paver Project. Vote for: Utecht, Miller, and Peterfeso. Against:
None. Vote 3-0. Motion carried.

11. OTHER BUSINESS
a. July 18,2025 MN Department of Natural Resources Letter
Hinz-Ibarra said the naming of Hidden Willow Pond is official at Rice County
and waiting for confirmation from the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources.

12. ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Utecht and seconded by Peterfeso to adjourn the meeting at
7:33 pm. Vote for: Utecht, Miller, and Peterfeso. Against: None. Vote 3-0. Motion
carried.

Respectfully Submitted:
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Cory Hinz-Ibarra, Community Development Planner
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