MINUTES
CITY OF LONSDALE
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
AUGUST 14, 2025

. CALLTO ORDER

Mayor Berg called a meeting of the Lonsdale City Council to order at 7:00 p.m. in the City
Council Chambers, 103 15" Ave SE.

. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.
. ROLL CALL
Members Present: Brian Wermerskirchen, Kari Miller, Tom Berg, James Vosejpka,
and Scott Pelava
Members Absent: None
City Staff Present: City Administrator Joel Erickson, Public Works Director Joe
Dornfeld, Police Chief Jason Schmitz, and Community
Development Planner Cory Hinz-Ibarra
. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Mayor Berg asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the agenda.
Vosejpka requested to add Review and Discuss City Code §153.040 Zoning Districts Design
Standards to New Business 10.f and moving Consider Approval of a Listing Contract:
Exclusive Rights to Sell 415 Central St. W. Between the City of Lonsdale and Re/Max
Advantage Plus (Lisa Skluzacek) to 10.e. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by
Miller to approve the amended agenda as requested. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg,
Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Consider Approval of the Minutes from the July 28, 2025 Special Meeting and July 31, 2025
Regular Meeting

Mayor Berg asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the July 28, 2025
Special Meeting minutes and the July 31, 2025 Regular Meeting minutes. A motion was
made by Miller and seconded by Pelava to approve the minutes as presented. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None.
Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

. PUBLIC HEARINGS

None

. PRESENTATION OF CITIZEN PETITIONS AND COMMENTS

None




8. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA
a. None

9. OLD BUSINESS
a. Presentation of Final 2025 Classification and Compensation Report

Melvin presented the final classification and compensation report. Melvin reviewed the
study process which included job descriptions, market analysis, classification of jobs,
recalibration of the current grid, and the classification appeal process. Melvin said based
on the previously approved pay grid recalibration, the recommended classification
changes including: Liquor Store Clerk to Grade 2, Police Records to Grade 9, Library
Director to Grade 12, Public Works Director to Grade 17, Police Chief to Grade 17, and
City Administrator to Grade 18. Melvin said following the previous meeting, two appeals
were received which included the Accountant position appeal was recommended for
approval based on additional information of responsibilities, moving it to Grade 10 and
the Police Officer appeal was not recommended for approval as it was based on benefit
concerns rather than job description changes. Melvin also discussed options for
rewarding longevity, including step-based systems, percentage-based systems, flat rate
systems, or combined approaches. The Council said the longevity considerations would
be handled in-house with a committee of department heads and employees in 2026. A
motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve the Final 2025
Classification and Compensation Report and continue the longevity discussion into 2026.
Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried

10. NEW BUSINESS

a. Consider Approval of the City’s 2025/26 Property Casualty Insurance Coverage/Premium
in the Amount of $131.004.00
Erickson presented the 2025/26 Property Casualty Insurance Coverage/Premium.
Erickson said the insurance from the League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust covers
all City properties, liability, auto, equipment breakdown, liquor liability, and
cybersecurity. Erickson said the premium of $131,004 represents a 21% decrease from
the previous year, primarily due to the current city hall building no longer being vacant. A
motion was made by Vosejpka and seconded by Pelava to approve the 2025/26 Property
Casualty Insurance Coverage/Premium in the amount of $131,004.00. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried




. Presentation of a CenterPoint Energy Community Safety Grant in the Amount of

$2,500.00

Schmitz said the department received a $2,500.00 grant from CenterPoint Energy's
Community Safety Grant program. Schmitz said the grant will help fund emergency
communication equipment, specifically encrypted radios. Schmitz said this program has
supported the City for over 10 years, alternating annually between the Police and Fire
Departments. Chief Schmitz noted this is part of approximately $45,000 in grants
received for encrypted radios out of a total cost of $67,000. A motion was made by
Wermerskirchen and seconded by Miller to approve the CenterPoint Energy Community
Safety Grant in the amount of $2,500.00 to help fund 800 MHz encrypted radios. Vote
for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried

Discussion on the Founder’s Day Committee

Hinz-Ibarra presented information on the Founder's Day Committee which was
established at the July 10, 2025 Council Meeting. Hinz-Ibarra said the purpose of the
committee is to celebrate Lonsdale's 100+ year history, bring back fireworks, and
coordinate family-friendly events. Hinz-Ibarra said five applications have been received
for the committee positions with the application deadline of August 15th. The Council
agreed it should be a formal City committee with governing documents to be developed.
The Council also recommended to appoint Councilmember Miller as the liaison to the
committee as a non-voting member and determined the interview schedule for the
applicants. A motion was made by Berg and seconded by Pelava to appoint
Councilmember Miller as the non-voting liaison to the Founder’s Day Committee. Vote
for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried

Consider Approval of an Emergency Building Use Agreement Between the City of

Lonsdale and Tri-City United Schools 2905

Erickson presented an agreement with TCU Schools to designate the fire hall as an
evacuation location in case of emergency. Erickson said the agreement states that TCU
would reimburse the City for any used goods, supplies, or damages, while the City would
make the fire hall available with minimal notice and provide internet access. Pelava
raised the question of whether the City should have similar agreements with other entities
like schools, churches, and the American Legion for City residents in case of civil
emergencies. The Council agreed to add this as this item for a future meeting. A motion
was made by Pelava and seconded by Miller to approve the Emergency Building Use
Agreement between the City of Lonsdale and Tri-City United Schools 2905. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried




e. Review and Discuss City Code §153.040 Zoning Districts
Hinz-Ibarra said commercial zoning district design standards are scheduled for discussion
at the August 18th Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting. Councilmember Vosejpka
explained that the Planning and Zoning Commission needs clear guidance from the
Council on what changes they would like to see to commercial and industrial design
standards. The council agreed that the Planning and Zoning Commission should focus
first on B-2, CI, and I-2 districts as these contain vacant land most likely for
development. The Council recommended addressing lighting standards to allow flag
illumination and reviewing building material requirements to potentially allow more
flexibility while maintaining aesthetic standards. No formal action was taken.

f. Consider Approval of a Listing Contract: Exclusive Right to Sell 415 Central St. W.
Between the City of Lonsdale and Re/Max Advantage Plus (Lisa Sluzacek)
Erickson said Staff contacted Lisa Skluzacek about being the listing agent to sell the old
City Hall. Erickson said Skluzacek toured the building then reviewed comparable sales
and drafted a listing contract. Erickson summarized the listing contract terms, fees, and
previous local listings. Erickson said the Council needs to determine the listing price and
discussed the taxes payable to Rice County. Erickson said the City recently received an
offer for the Old City Hall during the development of the listing contract. Erickson asked
whether or not the Council wanted to move into a closed discussion to discuss the offer.
A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Pelava to go into closed session to discuss
the purchase offer for 415 Central St. W. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg,
Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.
Mayor Berg called the meeting back to order at 9:37 pm to continue the discussion of
Exclusive Right to Sell 415 Central St. W. Between the City of Lonsdale and Re/Max
Advantage Plus (Lisa Sluzacek). A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded
by Vosejpka to approve the Listing Contract: Exclusive Right to Sell 415 Central St. W,
between the City of Lonsdale and Re/Max Advantage Plus (Lisa Sluzacek). Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried

11. OTHER BUSINESS
Department & Council Reports

City Engineer:

None

Public Works:

Dornfeld reported on meetings regarding the Wellhead Protection Plan, Wastewater
Treatment Plant improvements, and pavement management plans. Dornfeld noted
CenterPoint Energy will begin a new gas main project in the northwest part of town on
Monday and seven right-of-way permits were submitted by Mediacom for fiber optic
replacements. Dornfeld also recognized summer employees John Goblirsh and Eli
Krautkremer whose last day will be next Friday.




Community Development Planner:

Hinz-Ibarra said a Special Planning & Zoning Meeting is scheduled for September 4, 2025 at
7:00 pm for the Public Hearing for a Comprehensive Plan Amendment to Rezone B-3 Central
Business to a Planned Unit Development (PUD) at 900 Ash St NE.

City Administrator:

l

Erickson reported on working with the Public Works Director on updating the Pavement
Management and Capital Improvement Plans, budget preparation for the next meeting on
August 19th, addressing punch list items for City Hall furniture, and highlighted the
successful open house for the new City Hall.

Councilmember Wermerskirchen:
Wermerskirchen provided an update from the Library Board Meeting, program updates, and
thanked everyone for attending Nite to Unite Events.

Councilmember Miller:
Miller said the Park Board met on Monday night and discussed 2026 budget projects.

Councilmember Vosejpka:
Vosejpka reported that Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting is next Monday night with
two public hearings.

Councilmember Pelava:
Pelava thanked Rail 19, Lonsdale Police Department, and the Public Works Department for
their involvement with the Community Days Event.

Mayor Berg:
Mayor Berg thanked Dornfeld for driving the Council in the Community Days parade,

thanked Rail 19 and the Chambers for their coordination/involvement with the annual event,
and noted upcoming meetings with a potential daycare and commercial building developers.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Pelava to adjourn the meeting at 9:47 pm.
Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion caried.

Respectfully Submitted:

I fe

Joel Af Erickson, City Administrator



