MINUTES
CITY OF LONSDALE
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
AUGUST 28, 2025

. CALLTO ORDER

Mayor Berg called a meeting of the Lonsdale City Council to order at 7:00 p.m. in the City
Council Chambers, 103 15" Ave SE.

. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.
. ROLL CALL
Members Present: Brian Wermerskirchen, Kari Miller, Tom Berg, James Vosejpka,
and Scott Pelava
Members Absent: None
City Staff Present: City Administrator Joel Erickson, Public Works Director Joe
Dornfeld, City Engineer Jason Malecha, Police Chief Jason
Schmitz, and Community Development Planner Cory Hinz-Ibarra
. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Mayor Berg asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the agenda. A
motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Miller to approve the agenda as presented. Vote
for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

None

. PUBLIC HEARINGS

None

. PRESENTATION OF CITIZEN PETITIONS AND COMMENTS

None

. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor Berg reviewed the items on the Consent Agenda and asked if anyone wanted any
items pulled for discussion. A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Pelava
to approve the Consent Agenda. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and
Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

. OLD BUSINESS

None




10. NEW BUSINESS
a. Consider Approval of Application Payment No. 6 in the Amount of $3,325.00 for the City

Hall Remodel Project
Erickson presented Application for Payment No. 6 in the amount of $3,325.00 payable to
Met-Con Construction for the City Hall Remodel Project. Erickson said the payment
application only included electrical items and the only remaining payment would be the
5% retainage. Erickson noted not accounting for the old City Hall sale, the project was
under budget by approximately $116,500 or 6.5%. A motion was made by Pelava and
seconded by Vosejpka to approve Application Payment No. 6 in the amount of
$3,325.00.Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against:
None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried

b. Consider Approval of Change Order No. 6 in the Amount of $542.66 for the City Hall
Remodel Project
Erickson presented Change Order No. 6 in the amount of $542.66 for the City Hall
Remodel Project. Erickson said the change order was for changing out the sill on an
existing window in the council chambers to match the three new windows that were
added. Erickson confirmed that it was an existing window with a brown sill, while the
new windows had white sills, making the difference noticeable. A motion was made by
Miller and seconded by Pelava to approve Change Order No. 6 in the amount of $542.66.
Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried

c. Consider Approval of a Memorandum of Agreement Between the City of Lonsdale and
Law Enforcement Labor Services, Inc., Local 369 (Police Officers) — Wage Increase
Erickson reported with the recently completed Classification and Compensation Study,
the City's pay scale was revised by removing the first four steps and adding two to the top
end. Erickson said the Police Officers were placed on the new pay scale at grade 11,
specifically between steps 5 and 11 and the change applies to wages for both 2025 and
2026, with a proposed COLA of 3% for all employees included in the preliminary budget.
Erickson noted that the MOA would be effective August 31, 2025 which is the first day
of the next pay period and the fiscal impact to implement the study through the end of
2025 for all staff is $75,000. Wermerskirchen confirmed that the agreement goes through
the end of 2026 and noted that the HR Committee had discussed whether to do one or
two separate agreements and decided to make it simple with everyone in agreement. A
motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Miller to approve the
Memorandum of Agreement of Agreement between the City of Lonsdale and Law
Enforcement Labor Services, Inc., Local 369 (Police Officers) — Wage Increase. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried




d. Consider Approval of Application for Payment No. 2 (Final) in the Amount of $8.286.93

to BKJ Land Company for the 2024 Trail Improvement Project

Dornfeld presented the final payment for the 2024 Trail Improvement Project. Dornfeld
explained that the contract was awarded to BKJ Land Company on July 25, 2024 with
construction occurring in September and October of last year and final restoration and
establishment completed this year. Dornfeld said the project included trail improvements
along Ash Street Northeast and Eighth Avenue Southwest. Dornfeld said the final
payment of $8,286.93 represents the payment for restoration, establishment, and punch
list item completion, along with the release of retainage being withheld until final
documentation was provided. Dornfeld confirmed the original contract amount was
$159,961.75 and the final contract amount was $141,302.67. A motion was made by
Pelava and seconded by Vosejpka to approve Approval of Application for Payment No. 2
(Final) in the Amount of $8,286.93 to BKJ Land Company for the 2024 Trail
Improvement Project. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote
against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried

Consider Approval of Ordinance 2025-333, an Ordinance Amending Ordinance 2024-
322, an Ordinance Amending City Code §153.007 Accessory Buildings, Structures, Uses
Hinz-Ibarra reported the public hearing for this ordinance was held at the August 18,
2025, Planning Commission Meeting with no public comments received before or during
the hearing. Hinz-Ibarra summarized the updates which included the incorporation of
chicken coops not appling, clarification that accessory uses or structures are not permitted
in wetland buffers, removal of the requirement that exterior color of accessory structures
must be the same as the principal structure, and incorporation of shipping container
regulations with permitted owner and contact information. Berg asked if shipping
containers could be used during home construction to store equipment, which Erickson
confirmed was permitted similar to how containers are used when people are moving. A
motion was made by Vosejpka and seconded by Miller to approve Ordinance 2025-333.
Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried

Consider Approval for Rezoning of 415 Central St W, Lonsdale, MN 55046 from Public
Facilities and Government (PF) to Limited Business (B-1)

Hinz-Ibarra said this was a request from the Council to expedite the sale of the Old City
Hall located at 415 Central Street West and the public hearing was held at the Planning
Commission meeting on August 18, 2025. Hinz-Ibarra said no public comments were
received and the Planning Commission supported the rezoning. A motion was made by
Vosejpka and seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve the rezoning of 415 Central St W,
Lonsdale, MN 55046 from Public Facilities and Government (PF) to Limited Business
(B-1). Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried




g. Consider Approval of Resolution 2025-36, a Resolution Appointing Founder’s Fay
Committee Members
Hinz-Ibarra said Staff received five Founders Day Committee applications. Hinz-Ibarra
said the deadline for applications was Friday, August 15, 2025 and interviews were
conducted the following week with Mayor Berg, Councilmember Miller, and Hinz-Ibarra.
Hinz-Ibarra recommended the Council approve Resolution 2025-36 which appoints the
five Founder’s Day Committee members. Staff confirmed that the new committee would
draft bylaws and will come to Council for approval. A motion was made by Berg and
seconded by Miller to approve Resolution 2025-36. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller,
Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion
carried

h. Consider Approval of a Quote Submitted by SMSC Organics Recycling Facility in the
Amount of $8,500.00 to Grind and Remove the Brush Pile at the Compost Site
Dornfeld presented the quote from SMSC Organics Recycling to remove the brush pile at
the compost site. He noted that SMSC has been performing this service since 2021.
Dornfeld provided the pricing history for the past five years and mentioned that despite
being told the trend would be rising substantially, this year's price was lower than last
year's, despite having a bigger pile. Dornfeld confirmed there was a value in it for
incinerators in Saint Paul but the value to the City is the reduced cost of the service
($8,500 instead of potentially $14,000). Dornfeld explained that SMSC grinds the
material at the City's site then takes it back to their facility to grind again, clean it, and
process it into landscaping mulch. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by
Wermerskirchen of the quote submitted by SMSC Organics Recycling Facility in the
amount of $8,500.00 to grind and remove the brush pile at the Compost Site. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried

i.  Consider Approval of a Quote Submitted by Midwest Machinery in the Amount of
$11,900.00 for a Pronovast Snowblower Attachment
Dornfeld said the 2017 snowblower attachment for the John Deere 1585 broke beyond
repair during the 2024-2025 winter. Dornfeld recommended purchasing the Pronovost
60-inch blower from Midwest Machinery noting that it is built much heavier and is
geared more toward commercial use compared to the John Deere blower they had been
using. Dornfeld highlighted that this particular snowblower is a new 2024 model
available at state contract pricing with savings of $900 compared to the 2025 model.
Dornfeld said funding for the snowblower was not budgeted for in 2025 and there is
funding from 2025 projects that have been completed under budget. Dornfeld confirmed
the snowblower is an essential piece of equipment for removing snow on sidewalks, ice
rinks, and trails. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Miller of the quote
submitted by Midwest Machinery in the amount of $11,900.00 for a Pronovast
Snowblower Attachment. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava.
Vote against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried




11. OTHER BUSINESS

Department & Council Reports

City Engineer:

Malecha reported that the Wellhead Protection Plan Part II is underway, working through
grading plans, and submitted a Wastewater Treatment Facility Improvements proposal to
Erickson and Dornfeld.

Public Works:

Dornfeld reported that crews are working on blacktop patching, complying with the Chloride
Variance Requirements, announced that the lead and copper test came back with good news,
and placing the final touches on the Booster Station Project.

Community Development Planner:

Hinz-Ibarra said he conducted Founder’s Day Committee interviews with Berg and Miller
and that the Planning & Zoning Commission Special Meeting is scheduled for September 4,
2025 at 7:00 pm.

City Administrator:

Erickson reported he was working on the 2026 budget, met with several businesses in town
looking to expand, held 2026 employee health insurance meeting (open enrollment),
scheduled annual safety training, and working on billboard agreement.

Councilmember Wermerskirchen:

Wermerskirchen reported on the August 20, 2025 Library Board Meeting and distributed the
annual report to the Council, provided upcoming program updates, and noted the Library
Board is working on a strategic plan with community survey, and reported on the August 21,
2025 EDA Meeting budget process and proposed programs.

Councilmember Miller:
Miller reported that the Park Board and Liquor Store Committee will meet in September.

Councilmember Vosejpka:

Vosejpka reported that the Planning Commission is having a Special Meeting on September
4 to consider rezoning the property at 900 Ash St NW from B-3 Central Business to a
Planned Unit Development (PUD) for an apartment facility.

Councilmember Pelava:
Pelava acknowledged Wermerskirchen’s thorough summary of the EDA Meeting.

Mayor Berg:

Mayor Berg reported on his KCHK Radion Show, met with a daycare center to find a future
location, recognized part time Police Officer William Dopp, and the sale of Dispatch
Trucking is under contract.




12. ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Vosejpka to adjourn the meeting at 7:54 pm.
Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Miller, Berg, Vosejpka, and Pelava. Vote against: None.
Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion caried.

Respectfully Submitted:

/|5

Joel . Erickson, City Administrator



