MINUTES
CITY OF LONSDALE
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION MEETING
SEPTEMBER 15, 2025

. CALL TO ORDER

Kodada called the meeting to order at 6:46 pm in the Council Chambers at 103 15" Ave
SE.

. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.

. ROLL CALL

Members Present: Mike Harding, Mike Konyu, Joe Kodada, Jeremy Brainerd, and
James Vosejpka

Members Absent; Tim Kes

City Staff Present:  Police Chief Jason Schmitz and Community Development Planner
Cory Hinz-Ibarra

. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Kodada asked if anyone had any additions, deletions, or corrections to the agenda. A
motion was made by Harding and seconded by Konyu to approve the agenda. Vote for:
Harding, Konyu, Brainerd, and Kodada: Vote Against: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE AUGUST 18, 2025 REGULAR

MEETING

Kodada asked if anyone had any additions, deletion, or corrections to the August 18,
2025 Regular Meeting Minutes. Vosejpka made a recommendation to revise 10.c from
Mayor Berg to Vosejpka suggested allowing galvanized steel as an accent feature on
buildings which was not currently permitted. A motion was made by Harding and
seconded by Konyu to approve the minutes from the August 18, 2025 Regular Meeting
with Vosejpka’s revision. Vote for: Harding, Konyu, Brainerd, and Kodada: Vote
Against: None, Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.

. PUBLIC HEARINGS

None

. PRESENTATION OF CITIZEN PETITIONS AND COMMENTS

None

. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

None
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9. OLD BUSINESS

a. Review and Discuss City Code §153.078 Off-Street Parking, I.oading, and Access
Hinz-Ibarra said the City Council approved a variance for Festival Production
Services, LLC at the July 31, 2025 meeting and recommended the Commission
review City Code 153.078 commercial driveway entrance widths. Hinz-Ibarra said
the variance permitted the applicant to expand his commercial driveway entrance to
115 ft. Hinz-Ibarra then summarized commercial driveway widths from surrounding
communities and stated the Lonsdale current code maximum is 32 feet placing it at
the upper end of local standards. Kodada noted that the Commission received only
one variance request in several years and the current code was working effectively.
Kodada suggested that wider lots would need case-by-case consideration and the
Commission agreed they wanted to help local businesses succeed and operate
efficiently. A motion was made by Harding and seconded by Konyu to approve to
leave City Code §153.078 Off-Street Parking, Loading, and Access as is. Vote for:
Harding, Konyu, Brainerd, and Kodada: Vote Against: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion
carried.

Vosejpka brought up another issue regarding loading and unloading restrictions in
sections B and C at the bottom of page 21 of the code. Vosejpka cited examples
where the requirements were impractical such as elderly customers needing assistance
with items being loaded at the front of a store rather than the side or rear and noted
the 100-foot distance requirement from residential districts was problematic since
block widths are only 100 feet minimum. The Commission agreed these restrictions
were unnecessarily limiting for businesses. A motion was made by Konyu and
seconded by Harding to approve to remove (b) and (c) from (K) Additional off street
loading requirements (3) Location. Vote for: Harding, Konyu, Brainerd, and Kodada:
Vote Against: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.

The Commission agreed to schedule a public hearing at the October 20, 2025 meeting
to formally consider these amendments to the code. A motion was made by Brainerd
and seconded by Konyu to approve to schedule a Public Hearing on October 20, 2025
at 6:45 pm or shortly after for Ordinance 2025-334, an Ordinance Amending City
Code §153.078 Off-Street Parking, Loading, and Access. Vote for: Harding, Konyu,
Brainerd, and Kodada: Vote Against: None. Vote: 4-0. Motion carried.
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b. Review and Discuss City Code §153.040 Zoning Districts (H) B-1 Limited Business,

(I) B-2 Highway and Business Service, (J) B-3 Central Business, (K) I-1 Light
Industrial, (L) I-2 Medium Industrial, (O) OI Original Industrial District, and (P) C-I
Commercial-Industrial District

Hinz-Ibarra summarized the design standards review from the previous meeting
noting that the Commission had already made decisions regarding B-2 Highway and
Business Service, I-2 Medium Industrial, and C-I Commercial-Industrial Districts.
Hinz-Ibarra said changes included allowing galvanized material as an accent,
modifying dumpster enclosure requirements to be 90% opaque rather than matching
building materials, removing the prohibition on upward lighting to allow flag
lighting, reducing masonry requirements for metal buildings from 65% to 50%, and
other changes to increase flexibility while maintaining aesthetic standards. The
Commission proceeded to review the remaining zoning districts starting with the B-1
Limited Business design standards. The Commission decided to add stucco to the list
of approved exterior materials to provide consistency across districts. The
Commission agreed to modify the trash enclosure requirements to be consistent with
the 90% opaque standard adopted for other districts and to remove the prohibition on
light directed upward as they had done with other districts. For the B-3 Central
Business District (downtown), the Commission added stucco to the approved
materials list and made the trash enclosure requirements consistent with the 90%
opaque standard. The Commission decided to maintain the requirement that 40% of
the front face of buildings on the first floor have windows with the understanding that
variances could be granted for specific uses like cannabis businesses that might need
more privacy. The Commission noted that the I-1 District no longer exists on the
official zoning map having been converted to C-I. The Commission proceeded with
the review to maintain the code for potential future use. The Commission added
stucco to the approved materials, reduced the masonry requirement from 65% to 50%
to match the I-2 District changes, and allowed galvanized steel as an accent material.
The Commission also recommended the removal of language that showed preference
for masonry buildings. Vosejpka raised a question about the prohibition on distillation
processes under prohibited uses, wondering if this would include micro-distilleries.
The Commission agreed this was worth exploring but outside the scope of the current
design standards review. The Commission briefly reviewed the Original Industrial
District, noting that pole buildings are permitted in this district unlike in other
industrial zones. The Commission did not make any changes to this district's design
standards. Hinz-Ibarra stated he would prepare redlined versions of all the proposed
changes for final review at the next meeting before bringing recommendations to the
City Council.
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10. NEW BUSINESS
a. Review and Discuss City Code §153.077 Off-Street Parking and Storage on

Residential Property
Hinz-Ibarra explained that the Commission had previously spent considerable time
reviewing this code section in 2024 but had postponed final decisions to allow newly
appointed members to provide input. Hinz-Ibarra summarized the recommended
changes from previous discussions which included:

Deletion of hunting and waterfall boats from seasonal classification

Change from "low and high powered golf carts" to "golf carts"

Simplification of standard weight vehicle definition

Update trailer definition length from 16 feet to 14 feet (or possibly 12 feet)

Updates to various setback requirements to 5 feet (from 10 feet)

Update to surface requirements, limiting to concrete or asphalt

Allowing garage side parking pads up to 14 feet wide

Limiting driveway width to garage width or 36 feet maximum, whichever is less

Prohibiting vehicle shelters

Removing screening requirements

Removing various exemptions and special permit provisions that were never

implemented

Chief Schmitz joined the discussion to address concerns about recreational vehicle
parking. Schmitz recommended clearer language about where recreational vehicles can
be parked during the off-season suggesting they should not be allowed in front yards but
rather on side pads or in storage facilities. The Commission reviewed the seasonal
classification system for recreational vehicles and discussed the current rules that specify
warm weather season (April 1-October 31) and cold weather season (November 15-
March 31) for different types of vehicles. Vosejpka raised a concern about the maximum
number of standard vehicles allowed (currently 4), noting this could be problematic for
households with multiple licensed drivers. The Commission discussed whether the rule
counting commercial vehicles as two standard vehicles should be maintained and the
practicality of enforcement in older neighborhoods where garage space is limited. Hinz-
Ibarra indicated he would work with Schmitz to refine the language regarding seasonal
parking restrictions and bring the item back for further discussion at the next meeting.

11. OTHER BUSINESS
None

12. ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Harding and seconded by Brainerd to adjourn the meeting at 8:04
p.m. Vote for: Harding, Konyu, Brainerd, and Kodada: Vote Against: None. Vote: 4-0.
Motion carried.

Resp%c;fully Su ed:

74 /Z?//(Q

Cory %éfbaua Commumty Development Planner
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