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CHAPTER 7 – PARKS, TRAILS, OPEN SPACE & RECREATION 
 
 

1.   INTRODUCTION 
 
The character and variety of Parks and Recreational Facilities, recreation opportunity, physical 
environment, extent of open space, and personal living space enhance a community's identity 
and sense of pride and are important to one's perception of the quality of life in a city.   
 
A community survey was completed as a part of the Comprehensive Planning process.  
Responses were received from 389 participants indicated the importance Lonsdale’s parks and 
trails play have on the community. 
 
Community Strengths:  Participants were asked to identify the three greatest strengths of the 
community.  Nearly 70 people identified the “Parks”, with 13 noting the walking trails.   
 

 
 
Community Identity:  Survey participants were asked to identify the community icons, landmarks 
or places which define Lonsdale.  The number one response was “the Main Street Plaza” and 
“Veteran’s Memorial”, followed by “Parks and Trails”.  Other park and recreational amenities, 
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including the “Rolling Hills and Wetlands”, “DRS Ballfield’ and “Historic 3R Landmark School” were 
noted.   The following chart illustrates the responses received. 

For the park and trail system to continue to be successful, it must fulfill the physical, 
psychological, and recreational expectations of those it is intended to serve.  

As the City grows, demand for park space will increase, as will the pressure to offer additional 
recreational facilities within the city. There are major obstacles to providing the community with 
additional recreational opportunities and improvements, both financial and physical. This plan is 
important, as it will become increasingly important to prioritize and allocate funds that benefit 



City of Lonsdale Comprehensive Plan, 2016
Chapter 7- Page 3

the future population base. This plan will assist the City to project future costs and plan 
improvements to the existing and new park facilities.  The purpose of this chapter is to:   

1. Create an understanding of the existing facilities within the community; 
2. Ensure continued improvement of recreation equipment and facilities;
3. Ensure continued maintenance of existing parks and the creation of new parks to 

adequately serve a growing population; 
4. Provide for the development of some passive park areas, which will serve the dual 

purposes of providing necessary parkland for community enjoyment while preserving 
some of the natural, scenic, and wetland areas that are unique to the community;

5. To outline goals and strategies for the improvement, expansion and maintenance of the 
parks, trails and open space systems. 

The Park, Trails and Open Space Chapter addresses existing and future parks and trails for 
expected growth to the year 2040.

II. DEMOGRAPHICS SERVED

In order to plan for existing and future parks, trails and recreational programming, it is important 
to understand the market we served in the past, the market we now serve and the market we 
anticipate serving in the future.    

Population and Employment Growth 
The MN State Demographer’s 2014 estimated population for Lonsdale was 3,821 people. This 
was a 156% increase from the 2000 Census of 1,491. Over the next 25 years, the City of Lonsdale 
will continue to grow.  The Comprehensive Plan estimates a 2040 population of approximately 
7,450 people. The city will also experience significant employment and business growth.  Parks,
trails and recreational offerings must be added and expanded to meet the forecasted growth. 
This plan includes recommendations for planning further development of existing parks, trails and 
recreational activities as well as identifying search areas for future parks to serve a population 
98% larger than today.
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Household/Family Make-up
According to the 2010 Census, 76.4% of the 1,277 households were “Family Households”, while 
23.7% were “Non-Family Households”. This was a 5.9% increase in “Family Households” from the 
2000 Census.  “Husband-wife households” comprised 64.4% of the family households in 2010.  As 
reflected in the following chart, the City of Lonsdale had a larger percent of “family households” 
than Rice County and the state.  In addition, nearly one-half of the households in Lonsdale had 
children under the age of 18 years.  This compares to under 1/3 of households in Minnesota.    

Income
The median family income in Lonsdale increased from $58,676 in 2000, to a 2010 median family 
income of $72,841.  The median household income in Lonsdale was $67,863 in 2010, compared 
to $58,771 and $57,243 in Rice County and Minnesota, respectively.

Age 
The median age of Lonsdale residents decreased from 32.1 years of age, according to the 2000 
Census to 29.5 years according to the 2010 Census.  This is significantly younger than the Rice 
County median age of 35.0 years and state median age of 37.4 years.  

The younger, more active family households, with additional disposable income have resulted in 
a necessity to provide expanded park and recreational amenities that are identified in the 
Community Survey, which is included as a part of this Chapter.

Age-Friendly City
As illustrated in the previous table, only 10% of the households in Lonsdale had individuals over 
the age of 65 years, in 2010.  This is one-half of the percent of households comparted to the 
county and state. The Minnesota State Demographer’s Office projects the largest increases in 
population over the next 20 years will be in the 60+ year segment of the population, therefore 
increasing the median age over time. The "baby boom" generation is approaching retirement. 
It is likely that many "boomers" will continue to be active recreation users, but their choice of 
activities will shift toward lesser intensity and less team sports participation.  It is a goal of the 
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City to continue to provide park, trail and recreational opportunities for aging-in-place.  While 
active recreational uses may be the short-term demand in the community; changes in the 
demographic make-up should be reviewed with future Census information to ensure needs of 
an aging demographic are met.  
 
 

III.  PARK CLASSIFICATIONS SYSTEM 
 
Park classifications define the minimum acreage and development criteria for different classes, 
or types, of parks.  They are important in that they provide a common, consistent, and justifiable 
framework for planning purposes, thus allowing for the orderly development of the park system 
that ensures all community needs are fulfilled.  
 
The classifications used here are based on the national guidelines recommended by the 
National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA).  Table 7.1 provides an overview of each park 
classification.  
 
In the case of Lonsdale, the park system is comprised of mini-parks, neighborhood parks, 
neighborhood playfields, community parks and historic sites.  
 
 

Table 7.1 – Classification of Parks 
 

Park 
Classification 

Use Service 
Area 

Size Acres/ 
1,000 

Site 

Mini-Park Specialized park that 
serves a 

concentrated 
population (i.e. tots 

or seniors) or 
geographic area.  

Used in areas where 
geographic barriers 
prevent access to a 
neighborhood park. 

¼ mile 
radius 

0.5 to 2 
acres 

0.25 to 
0.5 

Typically near higher 
density housing that 

does not have access 
to a neighborhood 

park or as a 
supplement to a 

neighborhood park. 

Neighbor-
hood Park 

Basic unit of the park 
system, developed 
for both active & 
passive activities.  

Design criteria should 
anticipate the 

changing 
demographic 
profiles of the 
neighborhood 

served, as to provide 
appropriate facilities.  

Focus on informal 
and unstructured 

activities. 
 
 

¼ to ½ 
mile 

radius 

4 to 10 
acres 

2.5 to 3.5 Easily accessible to 
the neighborhood 

population with safe 
walking and biking 
access utilizing trail 
networks.  Parking 

facilities limited to a 
minimum.  Site should 

have well-drained 
soils and not include 

topography of 
excessively steep 

slopes. 
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Park 
Classification 

Use Service 
Area 

Size Acres/ 
1,000 

Site 

Neighbor-
hood 

Playfield 

Similar to a 
neighborhood park, 

but with more 
emphasis on 

organized youth 
athletics.  Provides 
active & passive 
activities.  Design 

criteria should 
balance 

neighborhood and 
community youth 

athletic needs. 

½ to 1 
mile 

radius 

6.5 to 15 
acres 

2.5 to 3.5 Easily accessible to 
the neighborhood 

and the community 
with a mix of local 

and collector street 
access.  Safe walking 

and biking access 
utilizing trail networks.  

Parking facilities 
designed to 

accommodate 
scheduled athletic 

use.  Site should have 
well-drained soils and 

topography should 
be flat to gently 
sloped to meet 

athletic field 
requirements. 

Community 
Park 

Area possessing 
natural qualities 

conducive to 
passive recreational 

activities. 

2 to 2.5 
mile 

radius 

20 to 80 
acres 

2.5 to 5 Site typically affords a 
variety of natural 

features, well drained 
soils, positive 

drainage, varied 
topography and 

accessible to 
pedestrian and 
vehicular traffic. 

Conservancy 
Lands 

Area possessing 
natural qualities 

preserved for 
environmental, open 
space or aesthetic 
purposes.  Facilities 

should be 
compatible with the 
preservation of the 

resource. 
 

Commu
nity 

wide 

Depends 
on 

resource 

Vari-able Significant natural 
areas which merit 
preservation and 

would be adversely 
affected by 

development. 

Community 
Playfield/ 
Athletic 

Complex 

Area for intensely 
programmed 

recreation facilities 
and uses such as 

athletic fields, 
swimming pools, etc.  

Separate athletic 
field’s complexes are 
typically provided for 
youth and for adults.  

Fields are typically 
lighted for evening 

use. 
 

Commu
nity 

wide 

25 to 80 
acres 

2.5 to 3.5 Site should be suited 
for intense 

development that is 
easily accessible to 
the population it is 
intended to serve. 
Located near high 

traffic areas such as 
schools and major 

thoroughfares, 
preferably in non-
residential areas. 
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Park 
Classification 

Use Service 
Area 

Size Acres/ 
1,000 

Site 

Special Use Highly specialized 
use area such as 
community golf 

courses, marinas, 
preserves, arenas, 

gardens, plazas, and 
other specialized 
recreation uses. 

Commu
nity 

wide 

Varies Varies Site Specific 

Historic Sites Area set aside for 
preserving and 

interpreting historical 
features such as 
landscapes and 

architecture. 

Commu
nity 

wide 

Varies Varies Size should be 
adequate to provide 
support facilities such 

as picnic areas, 
parking, etc. 

School Parks, 
Playgrounds 
and Open 

Space 

School playgrounds, 
open space, play 

fields and basketball 
courts at schools 

often function as a 
neighborhood park 

and attract residents 
from the area. 

Commu
nity 

Wide 

Varies Varies School facilities may 
help  meet 

neighborhood park 
needs in areas not 

served by a city park; 
however, a city 

should not rely on 
school facilities to 

meet park and 
recreational needs 

 
 
 

IV.   EXISTING PARKS AND OPEN SPACE INVENTORY 
 
Lonsdale’s Parks, Trails and Open Space system is one of the city’s most important assets. 
Lonsdale presently has 13 parks, accounting for 107.71 acres.  In addition there are numerous 
publicly and privately owned open spaces.  
 
The City also maintains pedestrian and bike trails that runs through many of the new 
developments and a snowmobile trail that connects to the countywide system.  This is a 
foundation for a pedestrian and bike trail system that is being planned that will connect the 
existing trails with the downtown, create a trail corridor along the former railroad bed and to a 
looped trail around the city.  Regionally, there are plans for (1) a Czech Area Heritage bike route 
that would connect the cities of Lonsdale, Montgomery and New Prague and (2) a regional trail 
connecting to the cities of Webster and Elko New Market via the old railroad bed.  Additional 
information on trails and pedestrian ways is included in Section VII. of this Chapter. 

 
Following is a summary of the existing parks.  The location of these facilities can be found on 
Map 7-1, along with the current trail system: 
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1. 8th Avenue Park Area, 123 8th Avenue NW 
 
 

 
 
Area:  0.89 acres 
 
History:  Platted as “park area” in 1970 along with the Grandview Park 2nd Addition 
 
Current Site Amenities/Features: 
• Mowed/maintained lawn 
• Picnic table and trash receptacle 
 
Future Improvements:  
• Determine if the official name for this park area should be 8th Avenue Park, Jirik Park, or 

another name 
• Install a park identification sign, if additional amenities are added to the park. 
• Playground equipment 
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2. Baldwin Street Open Space, 395 Baldwin Street NE 

 
 

 
Area:  0.39 acres 
 
Current Site Amenities/Features: 
• Mowed/maintained lawn 
 
Future Improvements: 
• Determine if the official name for this park area should be Baldwin Street Park or 

another name 
• Determine if the open space area should stay as an open space, be developed as a 

park, or used for another civic function 
• Install a park identification sign 
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3. Bastyr Park, 514 10th Avenue NE 

 
 

   
 
Area:  0.36 acres 
 
History:  Platted as Oulot B of the 2002 Harvest Ponds 1st Addition plat 
 
Current Site Amenities/Features: 
• Play equipment (installed in 2006) 
• Portable restroom (enclosed within a wooden screen) 
• Walkway to/from 10th & 11th Avenue NE 
• Picnic tables and park benches 
• Mowed/maintained lawn 
• Park identification sign 
 
Future Improvements: 
• Add landscape plantings/trees as needed 
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4. Idaho & Main Street Open Space, 1001 Main Street South 

 
 

  
 

Area:  10.8 acres 
 
History:  Platted as Outlot B of the 2005 Harmony Meadows 1st Addition plat.  This site was 
previously identified as a potential location for a community/governmental center, including a 
water park, ice arena, fitness center, pool, multipurpose gym, library, City Hall, and Police 
Department.  In both November 2004 and August, 2016, referendums to construct a 
community/governmental center failed.  In contrast to the failed referendums; results from the 
December 2015 Community Survey showed strong support for a community center in Lonsdale.  
 
Current Site Amenities/Features: 
• Water Treatment Plant/Well No. 4 
• Tree nursery 
• Tree lined trail along Idaho Street SW 
• Two ponds 
• Mowed open spaced area (periodically used for community festivals and events) 
 
Future Improvements: 
• Determine if this property should stay as open space, developed as a park, or be reserved 

for a future community/governmental center.   
• Site of a new Well No. 1. 
• Possible location for a splash pad and/or swimming pool 
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5.  Kalina Park, 669 Pondview Drive S.E. 
 
  

  

Area:  15.5 ac. (plus an additional 4 ac. easement over the southern part of the park)   
 
History:  Platted as “Outlot F” with the 2003 Willow Creek Heights 2nd Addition plat.  In June 2011, the 
City of Lonsdale secured 1.1 additional acres (4 lots) of land along Pond View Drive SE to provide 
better public access to the park.  The park land and grass trails were graded in late 2011.  In 2015, 
land was secured by the City to provide a southern connection to the Rezac Nature Preserve along 
with an easement over the wetland, stormwater pipe, and drainage ditch located directly south of 
the existing park.    
 
Current Site Amenities/Features: 
• Grass trails and mowed open space areas (2011) 
• Play equipment (2013) 
• Off-street gravel parking lot (2013) 
• Wooden bridge (2013) 
• Trees around play area and parking lot (2013) 
• Concrete border around play area (2014) 
• Park benches and picnic tables (2014) 
• Bituminous trail (2014) 
• Park identification sign (2014) 
• Wetland enhancement/deeper water level (2011 & 2015) 
 
Future Improvements: 
• Plant additional trees throughout the site 
• Fix the overflow structure between the Willow Creek Drive wetland and the main Park wetland 
• Construct a picnic shelter/restrooms near the play area and parking lot 
• Construct smaller picnic areas with permanent grills along the grass trails 
• Pave a bituminous trail around the main wetland from Pond View Drive SE to Willow Creek Dr. SE 
• Connect a new grass or paved trail to the Rezac Nature Preserve and to the Historic Trondhjem 

Lutheran Church 
• Obtain future parkland, through park dedication, as the Willow Creek neighborhood expands 

southward and eastward. 
• Add a paved parking lot 
• Determine the feasibility and desirability of adding a disc-golf course within the park. 
• Install fitness equipment course within the park and along the trails 
• Permanent restroom facilities 
• Review the life-cycle  of park equipment for re-use 
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6. Lions Park, 200 Central Street West 
 

 

  
 
Area:  0.16 acres 
 
Current Site Amenities/Features: 
• Park shelter (1998) 
• 2 individual play rockers  
• Raised planter/flower bed with four flags/flag poles 
• Park identification sign 
• Well/pump house (1948) 
• Mowed/maintained lawn 
• Mature shade trees 
• Benches 
• Tall evergreen tree (Winter Christmas Tree) at the corner of Railway & Hwy 19 
 
Future Improvements: 
• Install a town historic marker 
• Install sidewalk/trail along Railway Street 
• Replace/update playground equipment (rockers) 
• Maintain pavilion 
• Potential expansion of the parkland toward the northwest, if Railway Street is ever vacated 

or rerouted with a new intersection at Hwy 19. 
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7.  Lonsdale Jaycee Park, 600 Arizona St NW 
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Area:  6.5 acres (plus an additional 1.13 ac. parcel located south of Arizona St. NW)  
 
History:  Acquired in the late 1970s-early1980s through the help of the local Jaycees 
Chapter and a Minnesota DNR grant. 
 
Current Site Amenities/Features: 
• Play equipment area and concrete sidewalk 
• Park benches 
• 2 park shelters (1985 & 2009) with picnic tables 
• 2 softball fields with covered/fenced dugouts 
• Ball field lights (2007) 
• Bleachers for both fields (on pavement) 
• 2 drinking fountains 
• Concession stand/restrooms (1985) 
• Basketball court (1992) 
• Ice/hockey rink 
• Warming house (2008) 
• Ice re-surfacer (2013) 
• Booster station (1985) 
• Park identification sign 
• Mowed/maintained yard 
• Shade trees around play area 
• Off-street gravel parking lot (additional overflow parking lot south of Arizona St.) 

 
Future Improvements: 
• Acquire the current Rice County Highway Department Shop property located directly 

east of Field No. 1 at 110 5th Avenue NW 
• Pave parking lot(s) 
• Install additional trees/landscaping as needed 
• Install scoreboards for both ball fields 
• Replace worn-out backstop fencing 
• Remodel outdated concession stand/restrooms (exterior and interior) 
• Expand hockey rink to full size rink, if possible 
• Add additional ice rink, if possible 
• Replace hockey boards 
• Pave hockey rink 
• Possible skate park inside hockey rink 
• Review the life cycle of the park equipment 
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8. Main Street Plaza, 127 Main Street N. & Veterans Memorial Park, 133 Main St. N. 
 

   
 

 
 
Area:  0.22 acres  

History:  127 Main Street North (0.14 ac.) was donated to the City, by Tim and Debbie Rud, on 
December 29, 2011.  133 Main Street North (0.08 ac.) was acquired by the City on June 26, 
2014.  The Main Street Plaza was constructed and dedicated in 2014.  A home/old business 
at 133 Main Street North was demolished in August 2014.  The Veterans Memorial was 
constructed and dedicated in 2015. 

Current Site Amenities/Features: 
• 5-prong central granite monument with a bronze eagle on top 
• 3 flags/flag poles 
• Over 200 military service men/women pavers 
• Field cross/fallen soldier monument 
• Donation stone/Vets Mem identification sign 
• Plaza benches and tables 
• Stone pub tables 
• Sweat-troweled concrete military star 
• Sand box 
• Little free library 
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• Raised and ground level planting beds 
• Lighted walkways 
• Circular fountain (center frothy nozzle and a multi nozzle ring; rock bottom) 
• Mowed/maintained yard 
• Landscape plantings/flowers/trees 

 
Future Improvements: 
• Expand Veterans Memorial area to allow for more military pavers in the future 
• Install Park Identification sign 
 

     
 



City of Lonsdale Comprehensive Plan, 2016  

 
Chapter 7- Page 18  

 
9.  Marlene Park, 900 Colorado Street NW 
 
 

 
 

Area:  0.43 acres  

History:  Platted as “Park” with the 1970 Oak Ridge Park plat. 

Current Site Amenities/Features: 
• Mowed/maintained lawn 
 
Future Improvements: 
• Determine if the open space area should stay as an open space, be developed as a 

park, or replatted and sold as a residential lot 
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10.  Rezac Nature Preserve, SE corner of the City 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Area:  42.4 acres  

History:  Platted as “Outlot F” with the 2013 Lonsdale Business Park plat (25.9 acres).  An 
additional 16.5 acres of land was acquired in 2015, which connects to Kalina Park on the 
south side of Hidden Willow Pond.   

Current Site Amenities/Features: 
• Park identification sign 
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• Archery range/gravel parking lot 
• Bituminous trail 
• 9 acre open water pond 
• Woodlands 
• Wetlands 
• Compost site 
• Fishing pier/dock and boardwalk trail 
• Annual stocking of fish in the pond (by the DNR) 
 
Future Improvements: 
• Construct a picnic shelter/restrooms near the archery range 
• Connect a grass or paved trail along the southern part Hidden Willow Pond to/from 

Kalina Park 
• Construct a road/access to the pond for canoes and emergency access;  
• Dog park 
• Determine the feasibility and desirability of adding a disc-golf course within the park 
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11.  Singing Hills Park, 405 Singing Hills Drive SE 
 
 

 
 
Area:  1.4 acres 
 
History:  Platted as “Park” with the 1995 Singing Hills Estates plat. 
 
Current Site Amenities/Features: 
• Park identification sign 
• Mowed/maintained lawn 
• Play equipment (1997) 
• Picnic table 
• Sandbox 
• Baseball/softball backstop and infield 
 
Future Improvements: 
• Install additional trees/landscaping as needed 
• Expand the park to the south/east when the adjacent properties are developed  
• Review the life-cycle of playground equipment and replace if needed. 
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12. Sticha Park, 515 Industrial Drive SE 
 

    
 

   
 

Area:  14.67 acres 
 
History:  In 1982 the city identified the need for a park on the southeast side of town to 
accommodate area residents.  At that time, the city was permitted to fill the low area south 
of Industrial Drive. In 2005, the site was plated as “Park” along with the Lonsdale Industrial 
Park 2nd Addition. In 2015, the old compost site was relocated to the Rezac Nature Preserve.   
 
Current Site Amenities/Features: 
• Park identification sign 
• Mowed/maintained lawn 
• Softball field 
• 2 sand volleyball courts(2011) 
• Off-street gravel parking (2011 & 2013) 
• Play equipment (2013) 
• Park shelter (2013) 
• Health Creek Trail (along Willow Creek Drive SE) 
• Heath Creek waterway 
• Wetlands 
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Future Improvements: 
• Construct a paved trail to/from Willow Creek Dr. SE via a bridge over Heath Creek 
• Install a splash pad 
• Establish permanent soccer fields 
• Construct a full-sized hockey rink and warming house 
• Install horseshoe courts  
• Determine feasibility of dog park  

 
 
13. Trenda Memorial Park (DRS Park), 250 Main Street North 

 
 

  
 

  
 

Area:  10 acres 
 
History:  The City (Village of Lonsdale) acquired the property from the Lonsdale Community 
Club in 1935. 
 
Current Site Amenities/Features: 
• Park identification sign 
• Mowed/maintained lawn 
• Play equipment 
• Little league ball field, including bleachers and dugouts 
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• Tennis/basketball court 
• Picnic table and park benches 
• Off-street gravel/compacted millings parking lot 
• DRS (Dakota-Rice-Scott)Field  

o Irrigation system 
o Storage shed 
o Grandstand 
o Accessible spectator viewing area (along the first base line) 
o Concession stand 
o Restrooms 
o Dugouts 
o Scoreboard 
o Field lights 
o Batting cage 

 
Future Improvements: 

 
• Install additional trees/landscaping as needed 
• Remove/replace the Cottonwood trees (along the DRS 3rd Base Line) as needed 
• Reconstruct the tennis court for future use as a tennis court, basketball court, skate park, 

or other park amenity  
• Construct a park shelter 
• Pave the parking lot 
• Renovate the DRS Field lighting 
• Renovate the concession stand/restrooms (interior and exterior)  
• Replace the stone “RayAnn Acres” sign (along 2nd Avenue NE) with:  

O a new Trenda Memorial Park sign, or  
O a bench swing, or  
O hanging flowers/plants  

• Review the life cycle of parks 
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OTHER HISTORIC AND RECREATIONAL AREAS 
 
3-R (Reading, ‘Riting, ‘Rithmatic) Landmark School, 405 3rd Avenue South 

 

 
Area:  1.03 acres 
 
History:  Originally built in 1908, the building has been on the National Registry of Historic 
Places since 1978.  The two-story public schoolhouse was the old school for Independent 
School District # 76.  In 1963, the City acquired the property when the District # 76 was 
dissolved into Montgomery-Lonsdale Independent School District # 394.  From the late 1970s 
until the mid-1980s, a local grass roots non-profit organization worked toward restoring the 
old school house.  A rededication ceremony was held in 1986.  In 2014, the City renovated 
the exterior of the schoolhouse again with a new roof, along with siding and windows as 
needed. 
 
Current Site Amenities/Features: 
• Park identification sign 
• Mowed/maintained yard 
• 1st Floor - museum (open at various time of the year for community events) 
• 2nd Floor – historic school room 
 
Future Improvements: 
• Add landscaping/trees as needed 
• Organize/form a Historical Preservation Committee to manage and promote the historic 

schoolhouse 
• Install an interpretive historic plaque at the site 
• Potential play area 
• Maintain the school building 
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TCU Lonsdale Elementary School and Nature Center, 1000 Idaho Street SW 
 

 

Area:  20.3 acres 
 
History:  In 2003, the property was purchased by the Montgomery-Lonsdale School District # 
394.  The school building/grounds were constructed in 2006.  In 2013, three more classrooms 
were added to the northwest side of the building.  
 
Current Site Amenities/Features: 
• Park identification sign (Nature Center) 
• Mowed/maintained lawn 
• Play equipment and playground/basketball court 
• Little league ball field with bleachers and dugouts 
• Paved trails 
• Indoor gym 
• Nature Center 

o Wetlands 
o Prairie grasses 
o Woods 
o Butterfly garden 
o Rain garden 
o Viewing deck with picnic tables (2009) 

• Weather station/bug 
• New school sign 
 
Future Improvements: 
• Acquisition of additional land to the north and west sides of the current property for 

future expansion of the play area and the nature center 
• Install a freestanding school identification sign 
• Install additional trees/landscaping as needed 
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Old Trondhjem Church, 8501 GarField Avenue 

 

 
 
 

Area:  1.4 acres 
 
History:  The Old Trondhjem Norwegian Lutheran Church and cemetary is a historic site that 
abuts city limits on the southeast side of town. The Trondhjem Community Preservation 
Society, Inc. is in charge of the restoration and operations of the church that was first built in 
1878 and redesigned and constructed in 1899.  In 2002, the church was placed on the list of 
National Register of Historical Places.  The site has been used for community events, 
concerts, family reunions, and weddings. 
 
Future Improvements: 
• Connect a trail to the City’s trail and park system 
• Work with the Trondhjem Community Preservation Society to promote the historic site 

along with other City owned historical buildings and places. 
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CITY OF LONSDALE – PARKS INVENTORY 2016

A
re

a 
(A

cr
es

)

Off-
Street

Parking
Rest-
Room

Historic
Landmark
Monument

Picnic
Table(s)

Park
Shelter

(s)
Play

Structures
Hiking
Trail(s)

On-
Leash
Dogs

Ball
Field(s)

Tennis
Court(s)

Volley-
ball

Courts

Basket-
ball

Courts

Ice Rink & 
Warming 

House
Snow 

Sledding
Bird & Nature 

Watching
Fishing

Pier
Canoe 
Access

Archery 
Range

8th Avenue Park  0.89 X X

Baldwin Park 0.39

Bastyr Park 0.36 PP X X X

Idaho & Main 
St. Park 10.8

Kalina Park 18.13 X PP X X X X

Lions Park 0.18 X X X X

Lonsdale Jaycee 
Park 6.5 X X X X X X X X X X

Main St. Plaza  
& Vets Mem 0.22 PP X X Sand

Box X

Marlene Park 0.43 X

Rezac Nature 
Preserve 42.4 X PP X X X X X X X

Singing Hills 
Park 1.4 PP X X X X

Sticha Park 14.67 PP X X X X X X X X

Trenda Mem. 
Park (DRS 
Field)

9.7 X X X X X X X X X X

Historic 3R 
Landmark 
School

1.03 X X

Elem. School & 
Nature Center 20.33 X X X X X X X X

Old Trondhjem 
Church 1.40 
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V. RECREATIONAL FACILITY STANDARDS 
 
As parkland is acquired either through dedications or purchase, it is important to plan space according to the 
desired recreational contents.  In existing parks, it is important for the City to be aware of space requirements and 
orientation recommendations to determine if it is feasible to include the item(s) within the park.  Following are 
facility standards for a number of recreational activities: 

 

Table 7-3 Recreational Facility Standards 

Unit Land 
Required 

Recommended 
Size & Dimensions 

Recommended 
Orientation 

No. of Units 
For Population 
Recommended 
(National 
standards) 
 

Service Area Existing 
Facilities 

Surplus/ 
Deficit / 
Standard 
(Local 
Standards) 

Archery 
Range 

0.65 acre 300’ length x min. 
10’ between 
targets. Roped, 
clear area on side 
of range min. 30’. 
Clear space 
behind targets 
min. 90’ x 45’ 
with bunker 

Archer facing 
north + or – 45 
degrees 

1/7,500 
 
Based on 
current 
population- 
not needed 
 
2040-1 

30 minute 
travel time. 
Part of a 
regional 
complex 

One at Rezac 
Nature 
Preserve 
with two 
portable and 
6 permanent  

Meets 
current and 
future 
standards. 
Possibly 
expand on 
site or add 
to an indoor 
facility. 

Baseball 
Diamond 

 3 to 
3.85 
acres 

1. Official: 
Baselines-90’ 

Pitching dist-60.5’ 

Foul lines-min 
320’ 

Center field-400’+ 

2. Little 
League: 
Baselines-60’ 

Pitching Dist.-46’ 

Foul lines-200’ 

Center field-200’-
250’ 

 

Locate home 
plate so the 
pitcher is not 
throwing across 
the sun, and 
batter is not 
facing sun. Line 
from home plate 
through pitcher’s 
mound to run 
east-northeast. 

1/6,000 

 

Based on 
current 
population- 1  

 

By  2040 – 
possibly 2 
more 

  

Approximate
ly ¼ to ½ 
mile radius 

Part of 
neighborhoo
d complex.  
Lighted 
fields part of 
a community 
complex 

One at 
Trenda 
Memorial 
Park  

 

 

Possible 
need for one 
additional by 
2040, if part 
of a larger 
complex. 

 

Location:  
Along CR or 
Highway 19 
in the SW 
Corner by 
the school or 
new park 
area. 

 



City of Lonsdale Comprehensive Plan, 2016  

 
Chapter 7- Page 30  

Unit Land 
Required 

Recommended 
Size & Dimensions 

Recommended 
Orientation 

No. of Units 
For Population 
Recommended 
(National 
standards) 
 
 

Service Area Existing 
Facilities 

Surplus/ 
Deficit / 
Standard 
(Local 
Standards) 

Softball/ 

Youth 
Diamond 

1.5 to 2 
acres 

Baselines 60’ 

Pitching dist- 45’ 
men, women- 40’, 

Fast pitch field 
radius from plate 
– 225’ 

Slow pitch 275’ 
men, 250’ women  

Locate home 
plate so the 
pitcher is not 
throwing across 
the sun, and the 
batter is not 
facing sun. Line 
from home plate 
through pitcher’s 
mound to run  
E/NE 

1/ 1,500 

 

Based on 
current 
population- 2 to 
3 

 

2040 - 5 

Approximately 
¼ to ½ mile 
radius 

6 located at: 

Kalina Park, 
Lonsdale 
Jaycee Park, 
Singing Hills 
Park, Sticha 
Park, Trenda 
Memorial 
Park and 
TCU 
Lonsdale 
Elementary 

Meets needs 
to 2040, 
unless 
added to a 
new sports 
complex. 

Basket-
ball 
 
 

0.25 to 
0.59 acre 
Youth: 
2400 to 
3036 sq. 
ft 
High 
School: 
5040 to 
7280 sq. 
ft 

Youth:  
46’ to 50’ x 84’ 
High School  
50’ x 84’ 
 

Long axis north-
south 

1/2000 
Based on 
current 
population- 2 
 
2040 -4 
  

¼ to ½ mile 
radius 
 Outdoor 
courts in 
neighborhoo
d/ 
Community 
parks. 
Indoor as 
part of 
schools 

One at 
Lonsdale 
Jaycee Park 
 
Two ½ court 
and Indoor 
full courts at 
TCU 
Lonsdale 
Elementary 

Per standard 
should add 
one more 
outdoor 
court 
 
Proposed 
location: 
within 
hockey rink-
dual 
purpose 
summer/ 
winter. 
 

Community 
Center/ 
Senior 
Center 

15-25 
acres 

Varies Varies 1/20,000 -- None Per 
community 
survey, 75% 
of 
respondents 
would 
support a 
tax increase 
to have a 
community 
center.   
 
Location: 
Idaho Street 
Open Space 
(Festival 
Field) 
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Unit Land 
Required 

Recommended 
Size & Dimensions 

Recommended 
Orientation 

No. of Units 
For Population 
Recommended 
(National 
standards) 

Service Area Existing 
Facilities 

Surplus/ 
Deficit / 
Standard 
(Local 
Standards) 

Disc-Golf 
Course 

Size 
depends 
on 
number 
of holes: 
9, 12, 18, 
24 or 27.   

Average 200-240’ 
per hole.  Hard 
surface tee pads 
of textured 
cement or 
asphalt are 
preferred. 
Preferred size is 5 
ft wide by at least 
12 ft long 
(1.8x3m). 
Maximum size is 
6 ft wide by 20 ft 
long with the 
back end flaring 
out to 10 feet 
wide. (Source: 
Disc Golf 
Association) 

Fairways should 
not cross one 
another and 
should be far 
enough apart so 
errant throws 
aren’t 
constantly in the 
wrong fairway. 
Fairways should 
not cross or be 
too close to 
public streets, 
sidewalks and 
other busy areas 
where non-
players 
congregate. The 
1st tee should be 
closest to 
parking. (Source: 
Disc Golf Assn) 

No standard 
found. 

 None;  According to 
the 
community 
survey 20% 
would like a 
disc-golf 
course. 
 
 
Locations:  
Kalina Park 
and/or 
Rezac 
Natural 
Preserve 
with a trail 
connection. 

Fitness 
Equip-
ment or 
Courses 

Varies      Proposed 
within Kalina 
Park and 
along trail 
systems. 

Football 
Field 
 

1.5 acres 160’ x 300’ with a 
minimum of 10’ 
clearance on all 
sides. 

Long axis 
northwest or 
southeast 

1/3000 
Based on 
current 
population- 1 
 
2040-2 to 3 

Approx. 2 
mile radius 

No 
designated 
football 
fields 

Per standard 
need 2-3.  
May 
combine 
with soccer 
fields. 
 
Location: 
Sports 
complex on 
SW corner 
of City. 

Golf 
Course 
 
 Par 3 
 9 hole 
18 hole 

    
 
 
NA 
1/25,000 
1/40,00 

 
 
 
15-30 min. 
travel time 

None in city. 
Many in 10 
min. range:  
Willinger (E.) 
Boulder 
Pointe (Elko-
NE), 
Montgomery 
(west), New 
Prague Golf 
Course & 
Creek’s Bend 
(NW) 

No need 
identified 
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Unit Land 
Required 

Recommended 
Size & Dimensions 

Recommended 
Orientation 

No. of Units 
For Population 
Recommended 
(National 
standards) 

Service Area Existing 
Facilities 

Surplus/ 
Deficit / 
Standard 
(Local 
Standards) 

Hockey/ 
Ice Rink 
Outdoor 

22,000 
sq ft  

Rink 85’ x 200’  
with additional 
5,000 sq ft 
support area 

Long axis north-
south for 
outdoor rink 

1/5,000 
Based on 
current 
population – 1 
 
Based on 
future 
population – 1 
to 2 

½ to ¾ mile One at 
Lonsdale 
Jaycee Park  

Additional 
need for 
future one 
regulation 
size, dual 
purpose 
with 
basketball 
court at 
Sticha Park 
or indoor at 
community 
center. 

Warming 
House for 
Ice Rink 

Variable Variable Variable 1/rink area 1 hocking 
rink/skating 
indoor 
2 outdoor 
rinks & 
house 
outdoor. 

One at 
Lonsdale 
Jaycee Park 

Future: 
Additional if 
new outdoor 
hockey rink 

Ice Arena 2 acres Rink 85’ x 200’ 
(min. 85’ 185’) 
Addt. 5000. 
22,000 sq. ft to 
include support 
area 

Long axis is 
north-south 
(outdoors) 

1/20,000 
 
Based on 
current and 
future 
population - 
NA 

15 to 30 
minute 
travel 

No indoor in 
city, but one 
within 10 
mi. in New 
Prague -part 
of school 
district. 

Future: Add 
if an indoor 
community 
center is 
built. 

Horseshoe 
courts 
 

0.1 acre   1/2000 
 
Based on 
current 
population- 2  
 
2040- 4 

-- None Future: 
Proposed 
within  
Sticha Park 

LaCrosse  Outside 
dimensions: 60 
yrds x  110 yrds. 
The "wing area" 
is 10 yrds in from 
sidelines (20 
yards in from 
center) of field. 
The "attack area" 
&"defensive 
area" are marked 
35 yrds from the 
end lines.  Goal is 
surrounded by a  
9’ radius. 
The Lacrosse goal 
is 6’ high by 6’ 
wide by 7’ deep. 

Long axis 
northwest or 
southeast 

No Standard 
Found. 

 None Future: 
possibly use 
with 
Football, 
soccer field 
or other 
multi-use. 
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Unit Land 
Required 

Recommended 
Size & Dimensions 

Recommended 
Orientation 

No. of Units 
For Population 
Recommended 
(National 
standards) 
 
 

Service Area Existing 
Facilities 

Surplus/ 
Deficit / 
Standard 
(Local 
Standards) 

Mountain 
Bike Skills 
Course 
 

   No standard 
found. 

 None Future add 
in or near 
Kalina Park 
or unpaved 
trail portion  
 

Off-leash 
Dog Park 
 
 
 

1 to 2 
acres for 
neighbor
-hood 
dog 
park. 

Varies  No standard 
found 

 None. 
 

Requested 
within 
Community  
Survey.  
Future: 
Possibly add 
in Sticha 
Park  
 

Off-Street 
Parking 

300 S.F  
Per Car 

Typically 9’ x 20 
with a 20’ driving 
lane 

Variable NP: 8-12 cars 
CP: 25-100 cars 
 

NA Lonsdale 
Jaycee Park, 
Sticha Park, 
Trenda 
Memorial 
Park & TCU 
Lonsdale 
Elementary 

 

Picnic 
Area 
Shelter 

Variable Variable Variable 1/5000 
 
Based on 
current 
population- 1 
2040-2 

2 mile radius Four at 
Jaycee Park, 
Lions Park, 
Singing Hills, 
Sticha Park 

Future add 
to: Rezac 
Nature 
Preserve & 
Trenda 
Memorial. 
Also at 
future sports 
complex as 
enclosed 
shelter with 
restrooms. 
 

Play 
Equipment 

0.5 acre Variable Variable 1 acre/park 2 to 3 mile 
radius 

Seven play 
areas at: 
Bastyr Park, 
Kalina Park, 
Jaycee Park, 
Singing Hills 
Park, Trenda 
Memnorial 
Park and 
TCU 
Lonsdale 
Elementary. 
 
 

Future add 
to future 
active rec. 
parks and 8th 
Ave. Park 
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Unit Land 
Required 

Recommended 
Size & Dimensions 

Recommended 
Orientation 

No. of Units 
For Population 
Recommended 
(National 
standards) 
 

Service Area Existing 
Facilities 

Surplus/ 
Deficit / 
Standard 
(Local 
Standards) 

Restroom 
Facilities 

Varies Per building code Variable 1 double unit 
per park 

1 park Bastyr Park, 
Lions Park, 
Lonsdale 
Jaycee Park, 
Trenda 
Memorial 
Park  
Indoor at 
school 

Future add 
permanent 
restrooms to 
Kalina Park, 
Rezac 
Nature 
Preserve 
with shelter 
and future 
Sports 
complex. 
 

Shuffle-
board 

      Proposed to 
repurpose 
the existing 
tennis courts 
at Trenda 
Memorial 
Park 
 

Skate Park       Location 
possibly 
within 
Jaycee Park 
within a 
hockey rink. 
 

Sliding Hill 2-4 acres Variable 
 

Variable 1/7,500 
 
Based on 
current 
population- __ 
needed. 
 
2040- 1 
needed 
 

1 mile radius Hill in Sticha 
Park used 
for sliding. 

Sticha Park 

Soccer 
Field 

1.7 to 
2.1 acres 

195 to 225’ x 330’ 
to 360’ with 10’ 
clearance on all 
sides.   
Size depends on 
age group using 
field 

Long axis 
northwest or 
southeast 

1/3000 
 
Based on 
current 
population- 1 
 
2040 -2 to 3 
 

Approx. 1 to 
2 mile radius 

None in city 
parks or 
school 

Per standard 
need to add 
2 fields. 
 
Short-term 
at Industrial 
park lot on 
Pondview . 
Long-term  
multi-use 
field with 
football at 
sports 
complex 
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Unit Land 
Required 

Recommended 
Size & Dimensions 

Recommended 
Orientation 

No. of Units 
For Population 
Recommended 
(National 
standards) 
 

Service Area Existing 
Facilities 

Surplus/ 
Deficit / 
Standard 
(Local 
Standards) 

Splash Pad Varies     None Community 
Survey 39% 
noted a 
desire for a 
pool and/or 
splash pad. 
 
Location: 
Splash Pad- 
Sticha Park 
and/or 
Idaho St. 

Swimming 
Pool 

1 to 2 
acres 

Teaching- min. 25 
yards x 45’ even 
depth of 3-4 ft. 
Competitive- min. 
25 m x 16m. Min. 
of 25 sq. ft water 
surface per 
swimmer. Ratio 
of 2 to 1 deck to 
water 
 
 

No 
recommended 
pool orientation 
but care must 
be taken in 
locating life 
stations in 
relation to 
afternoon sun 

1/10,000 
 
Based on 
current 
population- 0 
 
2040- 1?  

150 person 
capacity 
15 minute 
travel 

None Community 
Survey 
noted a 
desire for a 
pool and/or 
splash pad. 
 
Location: 
Indoor 
Pool/ 
community 
center: 
Idaho Street 
Open Space 
 

Tennis 
Court 

7,200 sq. 
ft. / court. 
2 acres/ 
complex 

36’ x 78’ with 12’ 
clearance on both 
ends 

Long axis north-
south 

1/2000 

 

Based on 
current 
population- 2 

 

2040- 4 

¼ to ½ mile 
radius. Best 
in batteries 
of 2 to 4. 
Located in 
neighborhoo
d/community 
parks or 
near a 
school 

One court at 
Trenda 
Memorial 
(DRS) Park. 

Per standard 
need three 
more to 
serve the 
2040 
population 

Consider 
striping for 
Pickle ball. 

Location:  
within SW 
Sports 
Complex. 
 

Trap 
Shooting 
Range 

      Proposed in 
the future, 
outside the 
current city 
limits. 
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Unit Land 
Required 

Recommended 
Size & Dimensions 

Recommended 
Orientation 

No. of Units 
For Population 
Recommended 
(National 
standards) 

Service Area Existing 
Facilities 

Surplus/ 
Deficit / 
Standard 
(Local 
Standards) 

Volleyball 4,000 sq. 
ft 

30’ x 60’ with a 
minimum 
clearance of 6’ on 
all sides 

Long axis north-
south (outdoor) 

1/2000 
 
Based on 
current 
population- 2 
2040- 4 

½ to 1 mile Two sand 
courts in 
Sticha Park. 
 
Indoor gym 
at the school 

Per standard 
need two 
additional by 
2040. 
 
Location? 

 
* Derived from the National Recreation and Park Association and the American Academy for Park and Recreation 
Administration Standards with local standards applied. 

** City of Lonsdale Park Board and Comprehensive Planning Committee input provided 

 

VI.  REQUESTED PARK AND RECREATIONAL IMPROVEMENTS  

As a part of the Community Survey for the Comprehensive Plan, residents were asked what 
outdoor park and recreational amenities they would like to see in the community.  The chart on 
the following page illustrates the responses.  The most common requested amenities included (1) 
Pool/waterpark, (2) Dog Park, (3) Splash pad, (4) Picnic tables/shelter, and (5) Trails.  
 
Residents were also asked what indoor recreational amenities they would want in a community 
center. The top responses included a walking/running track, ice rink/hockey rink, a large event 
center/meeting space and a teen center.   While a pool was not listed as an option for the 
indoor amenities, many respondents noted this as desirable. 
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Participants were also asked if they would be willing to pay additional property taxes to support 
a community center, and if so, how much.  Over 75%, of the 250 respondents to this question,
noted they would support a tax increase.  The amount they would support follows:

Table 7-4 Community Center Monthly Tax Support
Amount of monthly tax increase to support 

a community center
% of Respondents
(348 responding)

Number of 
Respondents 
willing to pay

$1 to $ 10 33.3% 80
$11 - $ 20 26.4% 63
$21 - $ 30 11.5% 29
Over $ 30 per month 5.2% 15
I would not support a tax increase 23.6% 63
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PARKLAND RATIO 
 
Another common method of determining whether a community has enough parkland to meet 
the needs of its residents is to calculate the acres of parkland per 1,000 residents. Although the 
recreational needs of a community vary depending on the City’s role in the region, the 
demographic mix of its residents and other factors, a standard of 10 acres of parkland per 1,000 
residents is typically considered adequate. Lonsdale has 108.94 acres of parkland within the City.  
Based on a projected population of 7,450 Lonsdale it is suggested the city provide at least 74.5 
acres of parkland to meet the ratio.  At this time, based on this ratio, there is sufficient land to 
support the projected population in 2040.  It is important to note that 42 acres of the current land 
is a part of Rezac Nature Preserve and not available for active recreational uses such as 
ballfields, resulting in 66 acres of park land for active recreational purposes.   
 
 

Table 7.5 Future Parkland Needs 
 

Park Type Existing 
Acreage 

Existing Acres 
per 1,000 
Residents 

(3,821- 2014 
population) 

NRPA 
Standard 
per 1,000 
residents 

2040 Parkland 
Need  (based 

on 7,450 
population) 

Additional Parkland 
needed to meet 
2040 population 

Mini Park 10.92 2.86 NA NA NA 
Neighborhood 

Park 
8.63 2.26 1-2 Acres 7.45 to 14.9 

Acres 
Up to 3.98 Acres 

Community 
Park 

44.97 11.47 5-8 Acres 37.25 to 59.6 
Acres 

Up to 14.63 Acres 

Special Use 
Park 

43.83 NA NA NA NA 

Total Park 
Area 

(excludes 
historic sites) 

108.35 16.59 10 Acres 74.5 Acres Up to 18.61 Acres 

 
 
Park Service Gaps 
 
As a part of the Community Survey, residents were asked if all people are adequately served by 
parks.  71% noted they are, 7% noted they are not and 22% of the 357 respondents to the 
questions were uncertain.  When asked where additional parks are needed, participants noted 
the neighborhoods/areas around Heritage Estates (SW) and Shadow Stone (NE).  A number of 
participants noted the need for a “Dog Park” without specifying the proposed location. 
 
 
Park Plan 
 
Development of the Parks, Trails and Open Space Plan allows the city to allocate resources to 
meet the desired recreation goals and provide excellent recreational facilities. The 
development of future park systems in the growth areas will be critical to provide such 
opportunities for new residents. Large neighborhood and community wide parks should be a 
priority. Typical park development should be accessible to a significant population base within a 
1/4 mile radius.  
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Figure 7.1 - Example of a neighborhood Park Service Area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In addition, the existing trail system should be expanded to connect existing and new park 
facilities and points of significance, such as downtown to create continuity through the 
community. Park Search areas identified on the Parks, Trails and Open Space Plan, Map 7-3 are 
shown in approximate locations based on potential development and connectivity. Actual 
locations will be determined as the area development and trail segments are created.  
 
The remaining vacant portions of the old railroad corridor are guided as park as they are critical 
to make a trail connection through town.  Furthermore, a potential expansion of Trenda 
Memorial Park has been identified to extend the park to Highway 19.  This expansion would allow 
creation of a central plaza area within the heart of the city that would connect the church area 
to parks and downtown.  The feasibility of acquiring the four properties needed for this park 
expansion should be reviewed by the City. 
 
In addition to the thirteen existing parks and the trails identified on the Parks, Trails and Open 
Space Plan, new residential development should incorporate neighborhood parks and trails.  
The actual location of these parks/open spaces will be determined by the design of each 
subdivision.  New trails should connect neighborhoods to neighborhoods, to downtown, to 
schools, to new commercial areas and other points of interest.   
 
 
 
Park Service and Search Areas  
 
Map 7-2 illustrates the service areas of existing parks in the community.  This does not include the 
service area of the Elementary School fields and Nature Center.  As depicted, the existing parks 
appear to provide sufficient park coverage.    
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As the City grows beyond its current city limits, future park areas should be identified to service 
future residents.  Map 7-3 identifies future Park Search Areas.  The descriptions below identify 
potential locations. 
 
Park Search Area A 
Park search area A is a 1 mile search area for a community wide facility to contain a future 
ballfield complex.  A ballfield complex facility typically requires good vehicular access, and a 
buffer from residential properties. These facilities draw visitors from community wide and most 
typically arrive by car.  In addition, the facilities typically generate noise and are lighted 
requiring a buffer from neighborhoods. This search area is located in or near the future industrial 
park which would provide both good vehicular access and located away from neighborhoods.    
 
Park Search Area B 
Park Search Area B is on the southwest side of the City, east of Independence Avenue.  This area 
is subject to seasonal flooding.  
 
Park Search Area C 
Park Search Area C is on the northwest side of the City along the east side Highway 19.  A small 
water feature is within this possible natural resource/recreational area. 
 
Park Search Area D  
Park Search Area D is on the east side of the City, north of Highway 19, and adjacent to future 
open spaces. A trail connection to this park is also recommended. 
 
Other open spaces are identified on the Map 7-3. 
 
 

VII.   TRAIL FACILITIES 
 
 
Trails and sidewalks provide many benefits to a community including: 

 

• Increased safety for non-motorized traffic 
• Health and wellness 
• Access to natural resources 
• Economic development with links to the historic downtown 
• Non-motorized commuting options 

 

Trail Use 
Additional trails and trail connections are the most desired recreation elements in almost every 
city and neighborhood.  Trail use is increasing due to demographic changes, the rise of new 
recreation equipment (like mountain bikes, in-line skates, scooters and skateboards) and 
people’s desire for outdoor exercise.  Trails serve all age groups and abilities and increase safety 
and access.  This translates into more trail right of way acquisition and construction and trail 
connection to regional trail corridors.  
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The City of Lonsdale has constructed a looped trail around the city (See Map 7-1).  Presently the 
City has approximately 8.6 miles of paved trails, not including the sidewalks that exist in the 
downtown district along Main Street and on a few side streets.   
 
In 2014, the City of Lonsdale received a Safe Routes to School Planning Grant. Region 9 
Development Commission administered the grant on behalf of the City of Lonsdale. 
 
Also, there is a snowmobile trail crossing the city that connects to the countywide system. 
 

 

 

The Czech Area Heritage Trail was developed to create an historic link for the communities of 
Lonsdale, Montgomery, and New Prague with assistance from the National Park Service.  The 
trail system allows users to understand the heritage and history of the Minnesota Czech Country.  
The trail is divided into three (3) separate routes that encompass different lengths.  The 50-mile 
loop allows users to visit and see the cities of Lonsdale, Montgomery, and New Prague along 
with the villages of Heidelberg, Lexington, and Veseli by utilizing various county roads.  The 30-
mile loop encompasses the cities of Montgomery and New Prague and the villages of 
Heidelberg and Lexington.  Finally the 12-mile loop travels in and around Montgomery and the 
surrounding lake areas.   

Lonsdale is located in the northwest corner of Rice County.  In the 2025 Rice County 
Transportation Plan adopted by the county in 2006 includes a section regarding the county 
trail system.  Currently the county has a state trail called Sakatah Singing Hills Trail the runs 
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from Faribault west to Mankato that is 39-miles in length that was developed on an 
abandoned railroad bed.   
 
The Mill Towns State Trail also runs through Rice County.    A 3-mile segment of the trail was 
completed as a joint effort, between the cities of Dundas and Northfield in 1998. In 2000, it 
was designated as a State Trail.   Trailheads exist in Northfield and Dundas, with future 
trailheads planned in Faribault, Randolph and Cannon Falls.  The asphalt trail is currently 
used for biking, hiking, in-line skating and cross country skiing. 
 
The trail will connect the Chicago Great Western Railway of Fairbault and Cannon Falls.  
Future connections to the Sakatah Singing Hills State Trail, the Cannon Valley Regional Trail, 
the Goodhue Pioneer State Trail and the Douglas State Trail.  
 

 
 
The County’s Transportation Plan includes a future trail is planned to be extended to the 
south of the current city limits of Lonsdale from Northfield along County Road 59 to the 
lakes of Cody and Phelps (Twin Lakes). 
 

 
 



City of Lonsdale Comprehensive Plan, 2016  

 
Chapter 7- Page 43  

Proposed Trails  
 
Trails or sidewalks should be designed with the following goals in mind: 
 

(1) Safety – protect users (depending on the type of trail) from adjacent or crossing vehicular 
traffic,  

(2) Linkages - provide links between local parks and recreational areas and regional trail 
systems,  

(3) Natural Environment – when designing the trail system protect the natural environment 
and natural features, and  

(4) Continuity – provide continuous trail systems with as few interruptions in user movement as 
possible. 

The Parks, Trails and Open Space system identifies proposed trails on Map 7-3.  On the Parks, 
Trails and Open Space Plan specific proposed trail locations are shown as dashed lines, typically 
along existing roads or corridor, such as within the former rail road right-of-way through town, 
Trail search areas are shown as dashed areas of an approximate width of 1000 feet where exact 
locations of proposed trails flexible and unknown.  Exact trail location within the trail search 
areas will be determined as the land develops and may be located within future road right-of-
ways, trail right-of-ways and/or trails easements on private property. In general, trails search 
areas express the City’s desire to connect neighborhood parks, natural resource areas and civic 
places as part of a trail loop around the City.    
 
In recent years, the following trail improvements have been completed: 
 

1. A trail connection along Railway Street/CSAH 4 from Hwy 19 to Idaho Street SW. 
 

2. Co Rd 33 Trail Connection between Harmony Meadows & Willow Creek Heights 
 

3. Linking Lonsdale Trail Connections:  Link 1.  Trenda Memorial Park – Main St. N. Link, and 
Link 2.  8th Avenue NE – Heath Creek Trail/Boardwalk Link 

 
4. Rezac Nature Preserve Trail (Connecticut Dr SE – Pond View Dr SE - Garfield Ave) 

 
The following sidewalk and trail connections are partially completed: 
 

1.  A sidewalk along Central Street (Highway 19) from Fig Street to Garfield Avenue on both 
sides of the roadway. 
 

2. A trail connection from Bluff Height Drive SE to Singing Hills Drive SE. 
 
 
The following future trail and sidewalk connections are recommended: 
 

1. A sidewalk and/or trail along Main Street (CSAH 33) from Fig Street to Idaho Street on 
both sides of the roadway. 
 

2. A sidewalk and/or trail connection from Co Rd 2 to Co Rd 4   
 

3. A sidewalk/trail connection along Railway Street, from Hwy 19 to Main Street North. 
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4. A regional trail route, Czech Area Heritage Bike Route, is being planned that will connect 
the cities of Lonsdale, Montgomery and New Prague.   

5. A Lonsdale-Elko, New Market – Farmington Regional Trail is in the initial stages of being
planned.  

Map 7-3 identifies future trail connections.  

Presently the city requires city blocks over 900 feet in length to have a 20 foot wide trail 
easement through center, although wide enough for a trail, it offers little space for landscaping, 
signage, lighting or other improvements.  The narrow width also creates confusion as to what is 
public or private property.  Dedication of an outlot, which is wider to accommodate a trail 
corridor is recommended.

Maintenance of Sidewalks and Trails.

It is not only important to create a walkable community through the installation of sidewalks and 
trails, but it is equally important to maintain the trails and develop a plan to ensure sufficient 
funding and staffing is available to do so, especially as the system grows and ages.
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As trails and sidewalks continue to be constructed it is recommended the City inventory and 
map sidewalks and trails, noting the year they were constructed, reconstructed or seal coated.    
It is also recommended the City evaluate the trail pavement condition with those needing 
attention to be added to the City’s capital improvement plan.   

As a part of the community survey, participants were asked to rate the physical condition of the 
sidewalk and trail system.   A majority rated it as “Good” to “Very Good” 

 
 
 
 

Table 7.6 - Trail Classification Chart 

 
Trail Classifications Location and 

Use 
Surface Width Slope Notes 

Class I - Separate 
pedestrian and 
bicycle trails. 

Off- street -  Bituminous or 
bituminous 
and concrete 

5-6 feet for 
pedestrians  
8-10 feet for 
bicycles 

0-5% 
pedestrian 
0-3% bike 

 

Class II - Combined 
pedestrian and 
bicycle trail. 

Off street -  Bituminous 10 feet 0-3% average  
8%-15% 
maximum 

 

Class III - Bikeway 
lane 

On-street – one 
way per side 

Striped lane 
next to 
vehicle lane 

8-10 feet Slope to 
match road 

One 
way 
lanes 

Nature trail. Within parks 
and 
conservation 
areas 

Aggregate, 
woodchip or 
turf 

4-6 feet 0-5% 
desirable  
10% 
maximum 

 

Cross country ski 
trail 

Within parks 
and 
conservation 
areas 

Snow 10 –14 feet – 
varies for 
one or two 
way 

0-15%+ 
depending 
upon 
difficulty 

Diagona
l and 
skate 
tracks.  

Snowmobile trail Off-street Snow 10-14 feet 0-10%+  
Horse trail Off street Turf or wood 

chips 
10 feet 0-10%+ 12 foot 

overhea
d 
clearan
ce 

 
 
 

VIII. RECREATION  
 

There are a number of coordinated and uncoordinated recreational opportunities in and 
around Lonsdale. This Parks, Trails and Recreation Plan recognizes the importance of partnerships 
with other governmental units, the coordination of plans and collaboration on future 
improvements and grant applications to implement the Plan.  The following agencies have 
been identified as partners in future parks, trails and natural resource planning and projects: 
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• New Prague School District/Community Ed
• TCU School District/Community Ed
• Rice County
• Three Rivers Park District
• Department of Natural Resources
• Sportsman’s Club
• Local Sports Clubs and Organizations (baseball, softball, soccer, basketball, 

etc.)
• Private businesses (e.g. fitness centers, dance studios)

As a part of the Community Survey, participants were asked to rate the number and variety 
of community education recreational programs offered in the City.  Just over one-half rated 
them as “Good”.    Concerns noted included the lack of activities in the City and need to 
drive to neighboring communities, the lack of variety as well as an unawareness of activities 
offered.
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Survey participants were also asked if there are sufficient recreational opportunities for residents 
in the community.    The results are illustrated in the following chart noting a lack of activities for 
teenagers and tourists, with sufficient activities for children noted. 
 
The City is working with Three Rivers Park District and local Community Ed programs to offer more 
local programs.  In addition, local organizations are coordinating activities within the city. 
 
 

IX. LIFECYCLES OF SYSTEM COMPONENTS  
 
An important consideration in system planning is the expected lifecycle of system components.  
In this context, the lifecycle of a park or other system component is essentially the timeframe 
between when it is first purchased and developed until it is rebuilt/refurbished to serve evolving 
customer needs.  In most cases, parks have a lifecycle of 15 to 20 years, although this will vary 
substantially depending on the specifics of the park in question.  
 
The design for any system component must take into consideration who the customers are likely 
to be throughout its lifecycle.  In the case of a neighborhood park, amenities that appeal to 
those living nearby today may not be that highly regarded in the future as they grow older (i.e., 
"age in place").  This has to be considered and adjusted for prior to the initial development of 
the park. 
 
Some of Lonsdale's parks are 20+ years old, particularly Jaycee Park and Trenda Memorial Park.  
Lonsdale’s parks need to be evaluated on a regular basis and re-furbished as equipment 
deteriorates or no longer meets customer needs.  Lonsdale needs to pay attention to its existing 
parks and neighborhoods while it builds new parks to serve new growth.  This will mean 
allocation of funds outside of the park dedication funding sources (i.e. general funds and grant 
monies) for park capital replacement and refurbishing. 
 
The City should also consider the lifecycle of its parks and amenities within the parks as the 
demographics of the community change.  At this time, the City has a number of young families.  
As the children grow and adults age, the types of recreational offerings should be considered 
and updated. 
 
 

X. FINANCING AND PARTNERSHIPS  
 
Funding for the recommended improvement must come from a variety of sources, but the City 
of Lonsdale must take an aggressive and pro-active approach to park and trail improvement.  
In particular, the City must reassemble the remaining railroad trail corridor in order to establish a 
central trail corridor. In addition to City funds the following potential sources of funding are 
needed to achieve the vision established by the community and reflect in this plan.  Potential 
funding sources are: 
 

• City General Funds 
• Park and Trail Dedication Funds 
• Federal Grants 
• State of Minnesota Grants 
• County Grants 
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• Private Grants 
• Contributions from recreation and environmental groups 
• Contributions from civic and service groups 
• Cooperative projects and funding with local businesses 
 
 

Park Dedication  
 
The City’s Subdivision Ordinance, Section 152.26, outlines the City’s Park Land/Fee-in-Lieu of 
provisions.  City of Lonsdale collects park dedications (either cash or land) from new subdivisions.  
The intent of the dedication requirement is to make sure that new development provides 
adequate park and recreation resources to meet the demand created by the new growth. Park 
dedication funds are intended for park and trail land acquisition and development of new 
facilities.  They should not be used for park facility replacement or maintenance.   
 
The City should evaluate its park dedication at a minimum, annually to ensure that the amount 
being collected per lot adequately reflects changes in land value and to collect from new 
development its fair share of future park, trail and open space acquisition and development 
costs.  
 
In addition, if the City chooses to accept land as park dedication, the land dedication should 
be consistent with the Park, Trails and Open Space Plan and the land should be suitable for its 
intended use.  For instance, the City should not give land dedication credit for wetlands or land 
with steep slopes unless the intended use is water oriented or the land will be used for winter 
sledding.  Prior to accepting parkland for dedication, the city should prepare a proposed park 
program that identifies desired uses and facilities, and then use the proposed program to 
evaluate the proposed land dedication. 
 
 

XI. PARK, TRAIL AND RECREATIONAL GOALS 
 
The following goals have been identified for Lonsdale’s Park, Trails and Recreational areas. 
 

A.  Park Goals 

The following improvements within existing parks have been identified: 

1.  8th Avenue Park: 
• Determine if the official name for this park area should be 8th Avenue Park, Jirik Park, 

or another name 
• Install a park identification sign, if significant amenities are added to the park  
• Playground equipment 

 
2.  Baldwin Street Open Space 

• Determine if the official name for this park area should be Baldwin Street Park or 
another name 

• Determine if the open space area should stay as an open space, be developed as 
a park, or used for another civic function 

• Install a park identification sign, , if significant amenities are added to the park 
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3.  Bastyr Park 
• Add landscape plantings/trees as needed 

 
4.  Idaho & Main Street Open Space 

• Determine if this property should stay as open space, developed as a park, or 
reserved for a future community/governmental center 

• Possible location for a splash pad and/or swimming pool 
 

5.  Kalina Park 
• Plant additional trees throughout the site 
• Fix the overflow structure between the Willow Creek Drive wetland and the main Park 

wetland 
• Construct a picnic shelter/restrooms near the play area and parking lot 
• Construct smaller picnic areas with permanent grills along the grass trails 
• Install outdoor fitness equipment 
• Pave a bituminous trail around the main wetland from Pond View Drive SE to Willow 

Creek Dr. SE 
• Connect a new grass or paved trail to the Rezac Nature Preserve 
• Connect a new grass or paved trail to the Historic Trondhjem Lutheran Church 
• Obtain future parkland, through park dedication, as the Willow Creek neighborhood 

expands southward and eastward 
• Determine the feasibility and desirability of adding a disc-golf course within the park.  
• Install fitness equipment course within the park and along the trails 
• Permanent restroom facilities 

 
6.  Lions Park 

• Install a town historic marker 
• Install sidewalk/trail along Railway Street 
• Potential expansion of the parkland toward the northwest, if Railway Street is ever 

vacated or rerouted with a new intersection at Hwy 19 
 

7.  Lonsdale Jaycee Park 
• Acquire the current Rice County Highway Department Shop property located 

directly east of Field No. 1 at 110 5th Avenue NW 
• Pave parking lot(s) 
• Install additional trees/landscaping as needed 
• Install scoreboards for both ball fields 
• Replace worn-out fencing 
• Remodel outdated concession stand/restrooms (exterior and interior) 
• Expand hockey rink to full size rink, if possible 
• Add additional ice rink, if possible 
• Replace hockey boards 
• Pave hockey rink 
• Possible skate park inside hockey rink 

 
8.  Main Street Plaza 

• Expand Veterans Memorial area to allow for more military pavers in the future 
• Install Park Identification sign 
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9.  Marlene Park 
• Determine if the open space area should stay as an open space, be developed as 

a park, or replatted and sold as a residential lot 
 

10.  Rezac Nature Preserve 
• Construct a picnic shelter/restrooms near the archery range 
• Connect a grass or paved trail along the southern part Hidden Willow Pond to/from 

Kalina Park 
• Construct a road/access to the pond for canoes and emergency access; 
• Dog park 
• Determine the feasibility and desirability of adding a disc-golf course within the park. 

 
11.  Singing Hills Park 

• Install additional trees/landscaping as needed 
• Expand the park to the south/east when the adjacent properties are developed  

 
12.  Sticha Park 

• Construct a paved trail to/from Willow Creek Dr. SE via a bridge over Heath Creek 
• Install a splash pad 
• Establish permanent soccer fields 
• Construct a full-sized hockey rink and warming house 
• Install horseshoe courts in the future 
• Determine feasibility of dog park  

 
13.  Trenda Memorial Park 

• Install additional trees/landscaping as needed 
• Remove/replace the Cottonwood trees (along the DRS 3rd Base Line) as needed 
• Reconstruct the tennis court for future use as a tennis court, basketball court, skate 

park, or other park amenity  
• Construct a park shelter 
• Pave the parking lot 
• Renovate the DRS Field lighting 
• Renovate the concession stand/restrooms (interior and exterior)  
• Replace the stone “RayAnn Acres” sign (along 2nd Avenue NE) with:  

O a new Trenda Memorial Park sign, or  
O a bench swing, or  
O hanging flowers/plants  

• Expand Trenda Park to Highway 19 to create a passive community commons. 
o Note the City would need to purchase 4 single-family homes (estimated value of 

$500,000) 
 
 
Improvements in other recreational areas include: 
 

1. 3-R (Reading, ‘Riting, ‘Rithmatic) Landmark School 
• Add landscaping/trees as needed 
• Organize/form a Historical Preservation Committee to manage and promote the 

historic schoolhouse 
• Install an interpretive historic plaque at the site 
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2. TCU Lonsdale Elementary School 
• Acquisition of additional land to the north and west sides of the current property for 

future expansion of the play area and the nature center 
• Install a freestanding school identification sign 
• Install additional trees/landscaping as needed 

 
3. Old Trondhjem Church 

• Connect a trail to the City’s trail and park system 
• Work with the Trondhjem Community Preservation Society to promote the historic site 

along with other City owned historical buildings and places. 
 
 

B.  Trail Goals 
 
 

1. Preserve and develop the railroad bed through town as a greenway trail to connect 
residents to downtown. 
• Regional Trail to Elko New Market-Lakeville-Farmington 

 
• Develop trails along Highway 19 to connect both ends of the City to downtown. 
 
• Develop a looped bike route around the City, consistent with the planning efforts for 

the Czech Area Heritage Bike Route. 
• Trail(s) in the NE quadrant needed 

 
• Connect new and existing neighborhood parks to proposed citywide trail system. 

 
• Install fitness equipment courses along trail segments. 

 
• Determine locations for possible mountain bike skills courses. 

 
 

C.   General Park, Trail and Recreational Goals 
 
 
1.  Provide additional park and trail facilities for projected 2040 growth. 

a. Develop a minimum of 4 new community parks of a minimum 5 acres in size, 
in future residential growth areas and one community wide park for a 
community ballfield complex. 
 

2. Plan for a sports complex (baseball, soccer) near future school building which may 
include new baseball fields, softball fields, soccer fields, picnic shelter, restroom facilities 
and tennis courts/pickle ball courts 
 

3. Preserve open space areas with high quality natural resources. 
 
4. Continue to replace or revitalize outdated park facilities and review the life-cycle of 

parks. 
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5. Identify sources of funding for parks, trails and open spaces. 
 

6. Dedicate annual funding for Capital Improvement Projects, recreation, and 
maintenance. 

 
7. Research and apply for grants through the DNR, Sportsman Clubs, etc. 

 
8. Review park dedication fees or land. 

 
9. Continue to work with Community Education programs and Three Rivers Park District to 

expand local recreational programs offered within Lonsdale. 
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