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MINUTES 

CITY OF LONSDALE 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

JANUARY 29, 2024 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Tim Rud called a meeting of the Lonsdale City Council to order at 6:01 p.m. in the 

City Council Chambers, 415 Central Street West. 

 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance. 

 

3. ROLL CALL 

Members Present: Brian Wermerskirchen, Kevin Kodada, Tim Rud, Cindy Furrer, and 

Scott Pelava  

 

Members Absent:   None 

 

City Staff Present: City Administrator Joel Erickson, Public Works Director Joe Dornfeld, 

Liquor Store Manager Lynette Moe, City Engineer Shibani Bisson, 

and Community Development Planner Cory Hinz-Ibarra 

  

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Rud asked if there were any additions, deletions, or corrections to the agenda. Erickson 

requested to add “Consider Approval for Minnesota Pump Works to Install Two New Pumps 

in the Intermediate Lift Station at the WWTP”. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded 

by Kodada to approve the agenda with the requested addition. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, 

Kodada, Rud, Pelava, and Furrer. Vote against:  None. Abstained:  None. Vote:  5-0. Motion 

carried. 

 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a.  Consider Approval of the Minutes from the December 28, 2024 Regular Meeting  

Mayor Rud asked if there were any additions, deletions, or corrections to the December 

28, 2023 Regular Meeting Minutes. A motion was made by Furrer and seconded by 

Wermerskirchen to approve the minutes as presented. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, 

Kodada, Pelava, Rud, and Furrer. Vote against:  None. Abstained:  None. Vote:  5-0. 

Motion carried. 
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6. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

a. Ordinance 2024-324 (2024 Fee Schedule), an Ordinance Amending Ordinance 2022-315 

(2023 Fee Schedule) 

Rud called to order the Public Hearing for Ordinance 2024-324. Erickson said this is an 

annual requirement and then presented the proposed 2024 Fee Schedule. No public 

comments were received, and Rud requested to close the Public Hearing for Ordinance 

2024-324.  A motion was made by Kodada and seconded by Pelava to close Public 

Hearing 2024-324 (2024 Fee Schedule).  Vote for: Rud, Pelava, Kodada, 

Wermerskirchen, and Furrer. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 

 

7. PRESENTATION OF CITIZEN PETITIONS AND COMMENTS 

None  

 

8. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 

Mayor Rud reviewed the items on the Consent Agenda and asked if anyone wanted any items 

pulled for discussion. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Furrer to approve the 

Consent Agenda. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Pelava, Rud, and Furrer. Vote against:  

None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 

 

9. OLD BUSINESS 

None 

 

10.  NEW BUSINESS 

a. Consider Approval to Authorize Staff to Solicit Bids for Televising a Portion of the 

Sanitary Sewer System 

Dornfeld said the entire City has been jetted and televised and that the City can remain in 

compliance with the sewer maintenance policy by televising sewers in the proposed areas 

and jetting the necessary areas. Dornfeld said that the annual sewer televising and jetting 

cost are factored into the annual budget and requested the City Council’s approval for 

Staff to solicit bids for televising sanitary sewers in 2024.  A motion was made by 

Kodada and seconded by Furrer to approve Staff to solicit bids for televising the City’s 

sanitary sewer in 2024. Vote for: Rud, Pelava, Kodada, Wermerskirchen, and Furrer. 

Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 

 

b. Consider Approval of a Quote Submitted by A+ Systems in the Amount of $12,686.88 

for an Updated Security System at Lonsdale Liquor 

Moe said the original Liquor Store security cameras were purchased in 2007 and the 

technology is outdated. Moe said she received two quotes to replace and upgrade the 

current security camera system. Moe said she was recommending the quote received by 

A+ Systems in the amount of $12,686.88 because they submitted the lowest bid and 

currently support the Liquor Store’s security camera system.  A motion was made by 

Wermerskirchen and seconded by Furrer to approve the A+ Systems quote in the amount 

of $12,686.88. Vote for: Rud, Pelava, Kodada, Wermerskirchen, and Furrer. Vote 

against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 
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c. Consider Approval of Ordinance 2024-322, an Ordinance Amending City Code 153.007 

– Accessory Buildings, Structures and Uses 

Erickson said the Planning & Zoning Commission discussed and reviewed City Code 

157.007 – Accessory Building, Structures and Uses and conducted a Public Hearing for 

Ordinance 2024-322.  Erickson said that Staff did not receive written, verbal, or public 

comments during the Public Hearing process. Erickson highlighted the proposed changes 

and recommended approval of Ordinance 2024-322, an Ordinance Amending City Code 

153.007 – Accessory Building, Structures, and Uses.  A motion was made by Pelava and 

seconded by Furrer to approve Ordinance 2024-322. Vote for: Rud, Pelava, Kodada, 

Wermerskirchen, and Furrer. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 

 

d. Consider Approval of Ordinance 2024-323, an Ordinance Amending City Code Chapter 

116 Mobile Food Units (Food Trucks) 

Erickson said the Planning & Zoning Commission discussed and reviewed City Code 

Title XI, Business Regulations Adding 116, Mobile Food Units (Food Trucks) and 

conducted a Public Hearing for Ordinance 2024-323, an Ordinance Amending City Code 

Title XI, Business Regulations Adding 116, Mobile Food Units (Food Trucks) at the 

January 22, 2024 meeting. Erickson said that Staff did not receive written, verbal, or 

public comments during the Public Hearing process. Erickson highlighted the proposed 

changes and recommended approval of Ordinance 2024-323.  A motion was made by 

Kodada and seconded by Pelava to approve Ordinance 2024-323. Vote for: Rud, Pelava, 

Kodada, Wermerskirchen, and Furrer. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 

 

e. Consider Approval of Ordinance 2024-324 (2024 Fee Schedule), an Ordinance 

Amending Resolution 2022-315 (2023 Fee Schedule) 

Erickson said based upon the Public Hearing earlier in the meeting, no public comments 

were received regarding Ordinance 2024-324 (2024 Fee Schedule), an ordinance 

Amending Resolution 2022-315 (2023 Fee Schedule). Erickson then summarized the 

proposed 2024 Fee Schedule and requested City Council approve Ordinance 2024-324.   

A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Furrer to approve Ordinance 2024-324. 

Vote for: Rud, Pelava, Kodada, Wermerskirchen, and Furrer. Vote against: None. Vote: 

5-0. Motion carried. 

 

f. Consider Approval of Resolution 2024-03, a Resolution Appointing Election Judges for 

2024 

Erickson said according to Minnesota State Statute §204B.21, sub. 2, the City Council is 

required to appoint Elections for elections held in the City. Erickson said as proposed, 

judges will be paid $16.38/hr., which includes all time spent pertaining to the three 

elections held in 2024. Rud suggested the Council consider increasing the Election Judge 

hourly pay rate to strengthen recruitment efforts. Erickson discussed the Lonsdale Pay 

Grade Scale and recommended $19.46/hr.  A motion was made by Furrer and seconded 

by Pelava to approve Resolution 2024-03 with an hourly wage change to $19.46. Vote 

for: Rud, Pelava, Kodada, Wermerskirchen, and Furrer. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. 

Motion carried. 
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g. Consider Approval of Resolution 2024-04, a Resolution Entering into Grant Contract 

Agreement No. CDAP-23-0009-O-FY24 (Small Cities Development Program Grant) and 

Authorizing the Mayor and / or City Administrator to Execute Such Agreement and 

Amendments Thereto 

Erickson said in September of 2023, the City was notified it was awarded for a Small 

Cities Development Program (SCDP) grant in the amount of $431,250 for housing 

rehabilitation projects. Erickson said since then, Staff have attended the required SCDP 

training, assisted with providing notice of the required environmental review, worked 

with Rice County on drafting a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for grant 

administration and drafted policies required prior to housing rehabilitation projects can 

begin. Erickson then summarized the grant agreement and Resolution 2024-04 and 

recommended approval of Resolution 2024-04.  A motion was made by Kodada and 

seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve Resolution 2024-04. Vote for: Rud, Pelava, 

Kodada, Wermerskirchen, and Furrer. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 

 

h. Consider Approval of the City of Lonsdale’s Policies Pertaining to the Small Cities 

Development Program Grant 

Erickson said the following policies need to be approved prior to the City receiving the 

fully executed Small Cities Development Program Grant which included: Residential 

Anti-Displacement and Relocation Assistance Plan, Prohibition of Excessive Force 

Policy, HUD’s Certification for a Drug-Free Workplace, Section 3 Plan, Program Income 

Reuse Plan and Fair Housing Policy. Erickson said the policies are completed and meet 

the grant criteria and requesting Council approval.  A motion was made by 

Wermerskirchen and seconded by Kodada to approve the City of Lonsdale’s policies 

pertaining for the Small Cities Development Program Grant. Vote for: Rud, Pelava, 

Kodada, Wermerskirchen, and Furrer. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.  

 

i. Consider Approval of a Memorandum of Understanding Between the City of Lonsdale 

and the Rice County Housing and Redevelopment Authority for Administration of 

Lonsdale Small Cities Development Program Grant  

Erickson said there needs to be a Small Cities Development Program Grant agreement 

between the City and the Rice County Housing and Development Authority establishing 

roles and responsibilities of each party. Erickson summarized the responsibilities of each 

party and recommended approval of a Memorandum of Understanding between the City 

of Lonsdale and Rice County Housing and Redevelopment Authority for administration 

of Lonsdale Small Cities Development Program Grant.  A motion was made by Kodada 

and seconded by Pelava to approve a Memorandum of Understanding between the City 

of Lonsdale and the Rice County Housing and Redevelopment Authority for 

administration of Lonsdale Small Cities Development Program Grant. Vote for: Rud, 

Pelava, Kodada, Wermerskirchen, and Furrer. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion 

carried. 
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j. Consider Approval of the City of Lonsdale’s 2024 Pay Equity Compliance Report 

Erickson said the Local Government Pay Equity Act and Minnesota Rules Chapter 3920 

require local governmental jurisdictions to submit a pay equity report to the State of 

Minnesota every three years. Erickson said Staff imputed the necessary reporting 

information and ran the required reports through the pay equity software. Erickson said 

the City is compliant and is requesting City Council approval to submit the report for 

review and approval to the Minnesota Office of Management and Budget.  A motion was 

by made Pelava and seconded by Furrer to approve and submit the 2024 Pay Equity 

Compliance Report to the Minnesota Office of Management and Budget. Vote for: Rud, 

Pelava, Kodada, Wermerskirchen, and Furrer. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion 

carried. 

 

k. Consider Approval to Schedule a Public Hearing on February 29, 2024 at 7:00 pm or 

Shortly Thereafter to Provide Citizen Notification and Involvement in the City of 

Lonsdale’s Minnesota Investment Fund (MIF) Program Application 

Erickson said the City has been working with MN Millworks and Fixtures for several 

years on funding opportunities for business and job creation. Erickson said staff and MN 

Millworks and Fixtures have met with MN DEED and have identified the Minnesota 

Investment Fund (MIF) as a loan source for manufacturing, warehousing, distribution, 

and technology-related industries. Erickson summarized the MIF loan requirements and 

is seeking approval to schedule a Public Hearing on February 29, 2024 at 7:00 pm or 

shortly thereafter to provide citizen notification and involvement in the City of 

Lonsdale’s Minnesota Investment Fund Program Application.  A motion was made by 

Kodada and seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve to schedule a public hearing on 

February 29, 2024 at 7:00 pm or shortly thereafter to provide citizen notification and 

involvement in the City of Lonsdale’s Minnesota Investment Fund (MIF) Program 

Application. Vote for: Rud, Pelava, Kodada, Wermerskirchen, and Furrer. Vote against: 

None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 

 

l. Consider Approval of a Quote Submitted by Minnesota Pump Works to Install Two New 

Pumps in the Intermediate Lift Station at the Wastewater Treatment Plant 

Dornfeld recommended that two troublesome pumps in the intermediate lift station at the 

WWTP be replaced to avoid catastrophic motor failure. Dornfeld said the two pumps are 

budgeted for replacement in 2024 and is seeking approval to replace them with the quote 

submitted by Minnesota Pump Works to install two new pumps in the amount of 

$19,352.15.  A motion was made by Kodada and seconded by Pelava to approve the 

quote submitted by Minnesota Pump Works in the amount of $19,352.15. Vote for: Rud, 

Pelava, Kodada, Wermerskirchen, and Furrer. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion 

carried. 
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11. OTHER BUSINESS 

a. Department & Council Reports 

 

Public Works: 

Dornfeld said Staff conducted a disc golf site meeting with Dan Beto at Kalina Park, 

TCU Girls Softball games will be held in Lonsdale this summer, ice rinks at Jaycee and 

Trcka Parks were in excellent condition until the late January warm weather arrived. 

Dornfeld also said that the new plow truck is still being built.  

 

City Engineer: 

Bisson said she is working with staff to finish 2023 projects, working with staff on the 

Wellhead Protection Plan and booster station plans, and attended the January 8, 2023 TH 

19/CSAH 2 / 96 Roundabout MNDOT Open House at the I.C. Civic Center.  

 

 City Administrator: 

Erickson said the Chamber’s Dinner is on January 30th, staff were involved in the annual 

audit in January, working on the State of the City presentation, meeting with the Lonsdale 

Fire Department Board next Monday, and working with the Southern Minnesota 

Initiative Foundation to explore daycare opportunities.  

 

Community Development Planner: 

Hinz-Ibarra said he attended Rice County election trainings, preparing Election Judges 

for Health Care Facility voting at the Villages, and updating the disc golf course layout at 

Kalina Park. 

 

Councilmember Wermerskirchen:  

Wermerskirchen said he attended the Liquor Store and Library Board Meetings in 

January. Wermerskirchen said the Library Board Meeting occurred two days after the 

burst pipe incident in which the library was cleaned up well. Wermerskirchen thanked 

everyone for their cleanup efforts at the Lonsdale Library.  

 

Councilmember Kevin Kodada: 

Kodada said the Parks & Recreation Commission and Planning & Zoning Commission 

met on Monday, January 22nd. Kodada said the Park Board discussed 2025 initiatives, 

pickleball project, and nomination of 2024 officials. Kodada said that two public Hearing 

occurred at the Planning & Zoning Meeting and nomination of 2024 officials occurred.  

 

Councilmember Furrer: 

Furrer said the EDA met on January 18th and discussed and reviewed the Small Cities 

Development Grant criteria and marketing videos.  

 

Councilmember Pelava: 

Pelava said the drawing of the Lonsdale First Program will occur at the Chamber’s 

Annual Dinner at the Minnesota Horse & Hunt Club tomorrow night.  
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Mayor Rud: 

Rud asked if there were any updates with the future of the new Lonsdale City Hall. 

Erickson said the City of Northfield will be meeting on February 6th to conduct a Public 

Hearing and making a decision at that time to finalize the sale. Rud said this is a great 

opportunity for the City of Lonsdale and ties into to the vision of the City.  

 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

A motion was made by Kodada and seconded by Pelava to adjourn the meeting at 7:26 pm. 

Vote for:  Kodada, Pelava, Rud, Wermerskirchen, and Furrer. Vote against:  None. 

Abstained:  None. Vote:  5-0. Motion carried.  

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted:  

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Joel A. Erickson, City Administrator 


