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MINUTES 
CITY OF LONSDALE 

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
OCTOBER 14, 2024 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Rud called a meeting of the Lonsdale City Council to order at 6:03 p.m. in the City 
Council Chambers, 415 Central Street West. 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance. 
 

3. ROLL CALL 
Members Present: Brian Wermerskirchen, Kevin Kodada, Tim Rud, Cindy Furrer, and 

Scott Pelava  
 
Members Absent:   None 
 
City Staff Present: City Administrator Joel Erickson, Public Works Director Joe Dornfeld, 

Police Chief Jason Schmitz, City Engineer Shibani Bisson, and 
Community Development Planner Cory Hinz-Ibarra 

  
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Mayor Rud asked if there were any additions, deletions, or corrections to the agenda. 
Erickson requested to add rescheduling the November 14th City Council to the agenda. A 
motion was made by Furrer and seconded by Pelava to approve the agenda with the addition. 
Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote against:  None. Abstained:  
None. Vote:  5-0. Motion carried. 
 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Consider Approval of the Minutes from the September 16, 2024 Special Meeting and the 
September 16, 2024 Regular Meeting, and September 26, 2024 Regular Meeting  
Mayor Rud asked if there were any additions, deletions, or corrections to the September 16, 
2024 Special Meeting, September 16, 2024 Regular Meeting, and September 26, 2024 
Regular Meeting Minutes. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Kodada to 
approve the minutes as presented. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and 
Pelava. Vote against:  None. Abstained:  None. Vote:  5-0. Motion carried. 

 
6. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

None 
 

7. PRESENTATION OF CITIZEN PETITIONS AND COMMENTS 
None 
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8. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 
Mayor Rud reviewed the items on the Consent Agenda and asked if anyone wanted any items 
pulled for discussion. A motion was made by Kodada and seconded by Furrer to approve the 
Consent Agenda as presented. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. 
Vote against:  None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 
 

9. OLD BUSINESS 
a. None 

 
10.  NEW BUSINESS 

a. Consider Approval of Resolution 2024-41, a Resolution Approving the Site Plan for 
Outlot B of the Lonsdale Business Park 
Hinz-Ibarra said the Planning and Zoning Commission had a Special Meeting on 
September 30, 2024 for Land Use Application 2024-01 and the Site Review for 
Advanced Exhaust Solutions, Inc (AES). Hinz-Ibaara said Marko Popovich, owner of 
AES submitted the application for the 12.63 acres of the vacant property within the 
Lonsdale Business Park he intends to purchase. Hinz-Ibarra summarized the Site Plan 
Review and said the project will bring 120 to 150 new jobs to town. Hinz-Ibarra said a 
Public Hearing has been scheduled to change the legal description of the plat on October 
21, 2024. Hinz-Ibarra said the Planning & Zoning Commission recommended approval 
of the Preliminary Site Plan, maps/plans, for 1830 Commerce Drive SE contingent upon 
the conditions in the associated Resolution 2024-41 which include the submission 
/completion of: 1. Landscape Plan, 2. Lighting Plan, 3. Incorporation of Engineer’s 
comments with plans and specifications. Kodada said that AES has until October 30, 
2024 to submit the Landscape Plan and Lighting Plan. Kodada said the Planning & 
Zoning Commission is working with AES to keep the project moving so grading can 
begin before winter. Erickson confirmed that the City has not been provided a 
construction estimate at this time and an inlet is proposed for drainage in the southeast 
corner of the plan. Rud said it is another great building coming to town and thanked 
Marco and Staff for their work/partnership.  A motion was made by Kodada and 
seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve Resolution 2024-41. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, 
Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 
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b. Consider Approval of Ordinance 2024-328, an Ordinance Amending City Code 153.071 
(Fences) Presentation of Life Saving / Local Hero Award to Grant Fitterer 
Hinz-Ibarra said the Public Hearing for Ordinance 2024-328, Amending City Code 
153.071 Fences was held on August 19, 2024 and was continued to the September 30, 
2024 Planning & Zoning Special Meeting. Hinz-Ibarra summarized the proposed updates 
and said that Staff did not receive written public comment throughout the Public Hearing 
timeline or at the meeting. Hinz-Ibarra confirmed that the new sidewalk and trail setback 
was three feet and the change will not impact property owners with existing fences along 
public sidewalks and trails. Dornfeld said the increased trail setback will allow more 
room for snow plowing. Hinz-Ibarra said the Planning & Zoning Commission 
recommended approval of Ordinance 2024-328.  A motion was made by Kodada and 
seconded by Pelava to approve Ordinance 2024-328, an Ordinance Amending City Code 
153.071 (Fences). Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote 
against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 

 
c. Consider Approval of /Resolution 2024-42, a Resolution Accepting a Bid for the City 

Hall Remodel Project 
Hlebichuk said the new City Hall Project was bid last week and bids are line with the 
Engineer’s estimate of $1,106,925.00. Hlebichuk said twelve bids were received and 
recommended the low bid of Met-Con Construction, Inc. in the amount of $1,032,000.00 
for the Base Bid, $20,000.00 for Alternate 1, and overall project total of $1,052,000.00. 
Hlebichuk confirmed the bid proposal submitted by Met-Con Construction and that 
Alternate 1 was for the three new windows for the southside of the building. Hlebichuk 
recommended going forward with a contingency of at least 10% about $100,000 for 
unforeseen construction surprises. Hlebichuk summarized the schedule moving forward 
which included the contract, pre-construction meeting, mobilization, and start of 
construction on November 4, 2024. Hlebichuk said substantial completion is April 1, 
2024 and completion May 1, 2025. The Council discussed the cost and timing of the bid. 
Erickson confirmed the City Hall remodel cost with $100,000.00 contingency totaled 
$1,354,018.00.  A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Furrer to approve 
Resolution 2024-42. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote 
against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 
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d. Consider Approval of a Proposal Submitted by David Drown Associates, Inc. in the 
amount of $12,650.00 for Job Classification and Compensation Services 
Erickson said as a part of the City’s 2025 budget process, it was discussed and included 
in the preliminary budget to conduct a Compensation Study. Erickson said the intent of 
the study is to review, recommend, and provide an implementation strategy to allow 
Lonsdale to be competitive with comparable. Erickson said Staff contacted Abdo and 
David Drown Associates, In. (DDA) about the study, what is desired to be included, 
timing and cost for the study. Erickson summarized the quotes provided by Abdo and 
DDA and recommended the proposal submitted by DDA in the amount of $12,650.00 
and the annual maintenance of $4,200.00 annually. Rud asked with the upcoming 
election and new City Council, should this wait until the first of the year. Erickson said 
his recommendation was to get it done and regardless of who is elected, they will want 
quality employees. The Council discussed the timing, specifications of the study, and 
supported the innitiative.  A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by 
Wermerskirchen to approve the proposal submitted by David Drown Associates, Inc. in 
the amount of $12,650.00 for job classification and Compensation services. Vote for: 
Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. 
Motion carried. 

 
e. Consider Approval of a Job Description for the Position of Full Time Accounting 

Technician I 
Erickson said as part of the 2024 budget process, funds were allocated to hire a part-time 
employee to assist Staff at City Hall with water/sewer billing, finance, payroll, permits, 
and general office duties. Erickson said because of the software for AP/AR, water/sewer 
billing, and payroll being implemented, hiring for this position was delayed so Staff were 
able to get a good understanding of the new software.  Erickson said through the 2025 
budget process, funds were allocated to make this position full-time and bring staffing 
levels at City Hall to five full-time employees. Erickson then summarized the 
requirements/responsibilities of the proposed job description. Erickson confirmed that 
15% of the positions funding cost will be from the Fire Department.  A motion was made 
by Kodada and seconded by Furrer to approve the Full Time Accounting Technician I job 
description. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote against: 
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 
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f. Consider Approval to Authorize Staff to Advertise the Position of Accounting Technician 
I at Grade 8 / Step 2 ($25.33/hr) 
Erickson said with the job description for this position just being approved, Staff is 
recommending being authorized to advertise the Accounting Technician I, Grade 8 / Step 
2 at $25.33/hr. Erickson summarized the breakdown of how the position is budgeted and 
confirmed that over half of the expense of the position is being funded through the 
enterprise funds. Erickson said the last time there were five full-time employees at City 
Hall was in 2009. Rud recognized and thanked the City Administrator and the City 
Treasurer for their 60 hour work weeks, weekends, and nights worked.  A motion was 
made by Pelava and seconded by Furrer to approve Staff to advertise the position of 
Accounting Technician I Grade 8 / Step 2 ($25.33/hr). Vote for: Wermerskirchen, 
Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 
 

g. Consider Approval of an Engineering Proposal Submitted by WSB in the Hourly Not-to-
Exceed Amount of $33,393.00 for the 2025 Mill & Overlay Project  
Erickson said during the City’s 2025 budget process, $201,500 was allocated for the Mill 
and Overlay Project. Erickson said based upon the City’s Pavement Condition Index 
(PCI) map, Staff is recommending the following sections: 4th Ave NE (between Birch St. 
NE and Dogwood St. NE), Birch At NE (between 8th Ave NE and 9th Ave NE), and 
Industrial Dr. SE (325 feet to the west of 4th Ave SE). Erickson said WSB submitted a 
proposal in the amount of $33,393.00 and summarized the scope of services provided. 
Erickson said the proposed timeline is for the plans and specifications to be completed 
and approved at the December 23, 2024 meeting and contract award in January 2025.  A 
motion was made by Kodada and seconded by Pelava to approve the engineering 
proposal submitted by WSB in the hourly not-to exceed the amount of $33,393.00 for the 
2025 Mill & Overlay Project. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and 
Pelava. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 

 
h. Consider Approval to Make a Conditional Job Offer to Hayleigh Van Heuveln as Full 

Time Police Officer at Step I ($35.91/hr.) 
Schmitz said the Lonsdale Police Department has been advertising for the past year to fill 
a vacant full-time position. Schmitz said Hayleigh Van Heuveln interviewed well and 
would be a great fit for the City of Lonsdale Police Department and was selected for one 
of the full-time positions. Schmitz said it is Staff’s recommendation to give Hayleigh  
Van Heuveln a conditional employment offer as a full-time Police Officer on the 
conditions that she successfully passes the Background Investigation, Psychosocial 
Evaluation, and physical.  A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Furrer to 
approve a conditional job offer to Hayleigh Van Heuveln as full-time Police Officer at 
Step 1 ($35.91/hr.). Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote 
against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 
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i. Consider Approval of Application for Payment No. 2 (Final) in the Amount of $4,223.57 
to Timm’s Trucking, Inc. for the Mill St. Watermain Extension Project 
Bisson said the Mill St. Watermain Project was awarded to Timm’s Trucking, Inc. on 
May 30, 2024 and the construction occurred between July 8th – 17th. Bisson said Timm’s 
Trucking, Inc. has completed all work on the project to the City’s satisfaction and 
submitted all required documents for final payment. Bisson said Staff is recommending 
final payment of $4,223.57 which represents the release of the 5% retainage.  A motion 
was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Kodada to approve application for 
payment No. 2 (Final) in the amount of $4,223.57 to Timm’s Trucking, Inc. for the Mill 
St. Watermain Extension Project. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 

 
j. Consider Approval to Schedule a Public Hearing for November 14, 2024 at 7:00 pm or 

Shortly Thereafter to Consider Assessment of Delinquent Accounts  
Erickson said he has been requested to reschedule the November 14th meeting to a date 
that will work for elected/appointed officials that can attend. Erickson said regardless, the 
November 14th meeting to canvass the election results needs to be held. The Council 
discussed optional dates and decided to add a November 7, 2024 Special Meeting at 6:00 
pm and keep the November 14, 2024 7:00 pm Regular Meeting.  A motion was made by 
Kodada and seconded by Pelava to add the November 7th City Council Meeting starting 
at 6:00 pm and keep the November 14, 2024 City Council Meeting for canvassing only. 
Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Vote: 
5-0. Motion carried. 

 
k.  Consider Approval to Schedule a Public Hearing on November 14, 2024 at 7:00 pm or 

Shorly Thereafter to Consider Assessment of Delinquent Accounts 
 Erickson confirmed that November 7, 2024 at 6:00 pm or shortly thereafter will work for 

the Public Hearing to consider assessment of delinquent accounts. Erickson said Staff 
have identified three accounts that will be proposed to be assessed.  A motion was made 
by Kodada and seconded by Wermerskirchen to schedule a Public Hearing on November 
7, 2024 at 6:00 pm or shortly thereafter to consider assessment of delinquent accounts. 
Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Vote: 
5-0. Motion carried. 
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11. OTHER BUSINESS 
a. Department & Council Reports 

 
Public Works: 
Dornfeld said last week Public Works cut down six large ash trees at Trenda Memorial 
Field, poured thirteen yards of concrete behind the grandstand, and removed stumps. 
Dornfeld said Public Works started hydrant flushing today, street sweeping, hauling 
biohazards next Wednesday, blowing out parks and irrigation, repaired Dog Park fence, 
repairing leaking curb stop on Thursday, repaired a fire hydrant near the Shop, and had 
the monthly Public Works Meeting last Tuesday.  

 
City Engineer: 
Bisson said the 2024 Trail Projects have been completed and seeding will occur next 
week and is working on the Booser Station Rehab Project.  

 
 City Administrator: 

Erickson said Staff met with the Auditor in preparation for the 2024 Audit, toured the 
Clover Leaf development in Chaska with local developer and City of Chaska Staff, met 
with the Builders Lot Group regarding the future development of the Bixby Property, 
showed the old police station twice last week, will be meeting with furniture vendors for 
the City Hall Project, and a Fire Board Meeting is next Tuesday.  

 
Community Development Planner: 
Hinz-Ibarra said the General Election Health Care Voting took place at the Villages on 
October 9, 2024 and has the Lonsdale Election Judge schedule completed for the 
November 5, 2024 General Election.  
 
Councilmember Wermerskirchen:  
Wermerskirchen said the Library had the grand reopening event and Liquor Committee 
will be conducting interviews for open positions later this week.  

 
Councilmember Kodada: 
Kodada said Planning & Zoning had a Special Meeting on September 30th for Advanced 
Exhaust Solutions, Inc. Site Plan Review and the next Park Board and Planning & Zoning 
Meetings are scheduled for October 21, 2024.  
 
Councilmember Furrer: 
Furrer said the EDA will be meeting this Thursday.  

 
Councilmember Pelava: 
Pelava said the City of Lonsdale Facebook page is live and posts are being scheduled.  
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Mayor Rud: 
Mayor Rud discussed the recent article in the paper that highlighted the accomplishments 
of the City over the years and thanked past and present Staff, Advisory Board Members, 
and Councilmembers. Rud recognized Mayor Pro-Tem Kodada for his 20 years of 
service and dedication to Advisory Boards. Rud said he is proud to be the Mayor and 
thanked everyone for their work.  
 

12.  ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Furrer to adjourn the meeting at 7:20 pm. 
Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. 
Motion carried. 

 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted:  
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Joel A. Erickson, City Administrator 


