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MINUTES 

CITY OF LONSDALE 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

MAY 30, 2024 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Tim Rud called a meeting of the Lonsdale City Council to order at 7:03 p.m. in the 

City Council Chambers, 415 Central Street West. 

 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance. 

 

3. ROLL CALL 

Members Present: Brian Wermerskirchen, Kevin Kodada, Tim Rud, Cindy Furrer, and 

Scott Pelava 

 

Members Absent:   None 

 

City Staff Present: City Administrator Joel Erickson, Public Works Director Joe Dornfeld, 

Police Chief Jason Schmitz, City Engineer Shibani Bisson, and 

Community Development Planner Cory Hinz-Ibarra 

  

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Mayor Rud asked if there were any additions, deletions, or corrections to the agenda. A 

motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve the agenda. Vote 

for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Pelava, and Furrer. Vote against:  None. Abstained:  

None. Vote:  5-0. Motion carried. 

 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Consider Approval of the Minutes from the May 6, 2024 Special Meeting and May 9, 2024 

Regular Meeting  

Mayor Rud asked if there were any additions, deletions, or corrections to the minutes. A 

motion was made by Furrer and seconded by Kodada to approve the minutes as presented. 

Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote against:  None. Abstained:  

None. Vote:  5-0. Motion carried. 

 

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

None 

  

7. PRESENTATION OF CITIZEN PETITIONS AND COMMENTS 

Tom Berg of 420 Main St N introduced himself and said he would like to make a comment 

regarding the pickleball courts in the agenda. Berg said it is not identified in the comp plan 

and his neighbors and other residents around town do not think it is a good idea due to other 

project expenses. Berg said the City should not spend the money on the project and thanked 

the Mayor and Council for their time. 
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8. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 

Mayor Rud reviewed the items on the Consent Agenda and asked if anyone wanted any items 

pulled for discussion. A motion was made by Kodada and seconded by Pelava to approve the 

Consent Agenda as presented. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. 

Vote against:  None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 

 

9. OLD BUSINESS 

None 

 

10.  NEW BUSINESS 

a. Consider Approval of the City’s 2023 Year-End Audit/Financial Statements  

Tom Olinger of Abdo introduced himself and summarized the City’s 2023 Financial 

Statements and Year End Audit. He said the City is in a good financial position.  Olinger 

covered significant Audit findings, the General Fund, Government/Business Type 

Activity/Fund Debt, Water Fund, Sewer Fund, Liquor Fund, Cash and Investment 

Balance, Tax Information and Expenditures. The Council discussed and clarified the 

purchase of the groomer through the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Grant. 

The Council thanked Olinger and Staff for the successful completion of the 2023 City of 

Lonsdale Year-End Audit.  A motion was made by Kodada and seconded by Furrer to 

approve the City’s 2023 Year-End Audit/Financial Statements. Vote for: 

Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. 

Motion carried. 

 

b. Consider Approval of Resolution 2024-19, a Resolution Accepting a Donation from the 

Veseli Area Lions 

Erickson said the Veseli Area Lions Club made a donation in the amount of $6,000 for 

the purchase of equipment for a new fire fighter. Erickson said donations are to be used 

to benefit the City and its residents and that City Council approval is needed to accept the 

donation.  A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Pelava to approve 

Resolution 2024-19. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote 

against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 

 

c. Consider Approval of Resolution 2024-20, a Resolution Accepting Donation from Don 

and Molly Smisek 

Erickson said Molly Smisek made a donation in the amount of $200 for the purchase of 

Fire Department equipment due to the recent passing of her husband Don Smisek. 

Erickson said Smisek was a member of the Lonsdale Fire Department for 38 years and 

Fire Chief for eight of those years. Erickson said donations are to be used to benefit the 

City and its residents and that City Council approval is needed to accept the donation.   

A motion was made by Kodada and seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve Resolution 

2024-20. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote against: 

None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 
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d. Consider Approval of Resolution 2024-21, a Resolution Accepting a Donation from 

Shirley Trcka  

Erickson said Shirley Trcka has made a donation in the amount of $100 for the purchase 

of Lonsdale Police Department equipment. Erickson said donations are to be used to 

benefit the City and its residents and that City Council approval is needed to accept the 

donation.  A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Furrer to approve Resolution 

2024-21. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote against: 

None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 

 

e. Consider Approval of the Following Liquor Licenses: Rail 19 Bar & Grill, LLC – On-

Sale and Sunday Liquor and Lonsdale Liquor – Off-Sale 

Erickson said according to City Code Chapter 110.27 – Term and Expiration of Licenses, 

with the exception of Temporary and Consumption and Display licenses, all liquor 

licenses expire on June 30th of each year. Erickson said Staff received and reviewed the 

applications submitted by Rail 19 Bar & Grill and Lonsdale Liquor and signed them for 

approval. Erickson said the applicants paid fees, provided the required information and 

Staff is not aware of any reason to not approve the requested licenses.  A motion was 

made by Kodada and seconded by Pelava to approve Liquor Licenses for Rail 19 Bar & 

Grill, LLC – On-Sale and Sunday Liquor and Lonsdale Liquor – Off-Sale. Vote for: 

Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. 

Motion carried. 

 

f. Consider Approval of a Memorandum of Agreement Between the City of Lonsdale and 

LELS – Wage Increase   

Erickson said due to the ridiculous defund the police movement, the extreme lack of 

respect shown for law enforcement and a desire to retain/recruit Police Officers, the City 

Administrator and Chief of Police met three times with the Police Officer Bargaining 

Unit not only to address wages but also the entire agreement. Erickson said through those 

negotiations, the proposed 2025/2026 Labor Agreement has been agreed to pending the 

HR Committee and City Council approving the final contract. Erickon said at this time 

Staff were focusing on the approval of the proposed wage increase starting July 1, 2024 

to retain and attract new officers. The Council discussed the wage increase, hiring 

bonuses, and recruitment benefits. Erickson clarified at this time approval was only for 

the July 1st wage increase and the final agreement will be considered at an upcoming 

Council meeting.  A motion was made by Kodada and seconded by Pelava to approve the 

Memorandum of Agreement between the City of Lonsdale and LELS – Wage Increase. 

Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Vote: 

5-0. Motion carried. 
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g. Consider Approval of Resolution 2024-22, a Resolution Approving the Pickleball Courts 

Project Plans and Specifications and Ordering Advertisement for Bids 

Hinz-Ibarra summarized the progression of the Pickleball project and Park Board’s 

support for the six permanent pickleball courts to be constructed at Jaycee Park. Hinz-

Ibarra then introduced the Stantec Project Engineer Matt Stordahl to present the project 

plans and specifications. Stordahl presented the plans, proposed project timeline, and 

estimated project costs. The Council discussed downsizing the project, project costs, 

project priorities, and citizen concerns. The Mayor said he would like to reach a 

consensus.  The Council discussed and agreed to a four-court option and recommended to 

table the agenda item to incorporate a four pickleball court alternate into the Pickleball 

Courts Project Plans and Specifications.  A motion was made by Kodada and seconded 

by Pelava to table Resolution 2024-22 and to incorporate a four court alternative into the 

Pickleball Courts Project Plans and Specifications. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, 

Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 

 

h. Consider Approval of Resolution 2024-22, a Resolution Accepting a Quote for the Mill 

St NW Watermain Extension Project  

Bisson summarized the project scope and said two quotes were received for the Mill St 

Watermain Extension Project on May 14, 2024. Bisson said the quotes were competitive 

with the low quote submitted by Timm’s Trucking, Inc. Bisson said the low quote was 

below the engineer’s project estimate and Timm’s Trucking has completed satisfactory 

work in the City of Lonsdale previously. Bisson said Staff were recommending the 

Council to approve a Resolution awarding a construction contract to Timm’s Trucking, 

Inc. in the amount of $72,234.79 for the Mill St Watermain Extension Project.  A motion 

was made by Kodada and seconded by Furrer to approve Resolution 2024-23. Vote for: 

Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. 

Motion carried. 

 

i. Consider Approval of Resolution 2024-23, a Resolution Accepting a Bid for the 2024 

Mill and Overlay Improvement Project 

Bisson summarized the project scope and said five bids were received for the 2024 Mill 

and Overlay Project. Bisson presented the five Base Bids, Alternates, Base Bids plus 

Alternate and said competitive bids were received. Bisson said Staff are recommending 

the Base Bid plus Alternate to William Mueller & Sons in the amount of $138,781.40. 

Bisson then presented the available funding sources for the project that would cover the 

$138,781.40 project cost.  A motion was made by Kodada and seconded by 

Wermerskirchen to approve Resolution 2024-23 including the Alternate. Vote for: 

Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. 

Motion carried. 
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j. Consider Approval of Quote Submitted by Verkada in the Amount of $15,454.04 for a 

Security Camara at the Compost Site 

Dornfeld summarized the dramatic increase in the amount of brush/wood waste and the 

challenges the Compost Site was undergoing. Dornfeld said contributing factors are 

Emerald Ash Borer (EAB), word of mouth that the City of Lonsdale has an open free site 

to dump brush/wood waste. Dornfeld said with the additional amount of brush/wood 

waste brought to the Compost Site and an increased cost of at least $8,500 per year to 

process the material will occur. Dornfeld said he has been collaborating with the Police 

Department in monitoring the Compost Site and discussed measures to address 

brush/wood waste from other communities and rural areas impacting the Compost Site. 

Dornfeld said Staff are recommending the purchase and installation of a security camera 

at the Compost Site for enforcement purposes. Dornfeld said he received a quote in the 

amount of $15,454.00 from Verkada and updated the Council of an alternative hardwired 

power security camera option. The Council discussed the options, future Compost Site 

policies, security measures and recommended the Vekada $5,462.00 with hardwired 

power for the security camera. Dornfeld said the security camera is consistent/compatible 

with the other cameras operated by the City of Lonsdale. Dornfeld said this is a not 

budgeted item and the intent is to decrease future processing expense at the Compost 

Site.  A motion was made by Kodada and seconded by Pelava to approve the quote 

submitted by Verkada in the amount of $5,462.00 for a security camera at the Compost 

Site. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote against: None. 

Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 

 

k. Consider Approval to Reschedule the Special Meeting on June 10, 2024 from 6:00 pm to 

5:00 pm to Discuss the City’s Preliminary Budget/Property Tax Levy and the City 

Hall/Library Project 

Erickson said to stay on schedule and make timely decisions pertaining to the City 

Hall/Library project, it was discussed at the May 28, 2024 Special Meeting to reschedule 

the June 10, 2024 Special Meeting for an hour earlier to discuss the City Hall/Library 

Project.  A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Kodada to approve rescheduling 

the Special Meeting on June 10, 2024 from 6:00 pm to 5:00 pm to Discuss the City’s 

Preliminary Budget/Property Tax Levy and the City Hall/Library Project. Vote for: 

Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Kodada. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. 

Motion carried. 

  

l. Consider Approval of Resolution 2024-24, a Resolution Accepting a Donation from 

Smoke 

Erickson said Smoke has donated a $25.00 gift card and a polo shirt valued at $40.00 for 

the Library’s Summer Reading Program prizes. Erickson said donations are to be used to 

benefit the City and its residents and that City Council approval is needed to accept the 

donation.  A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Kodada to approve 

Resolution 2024-24. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote 

against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 
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m. Consider Approval of Resolution 2024-25, a Resolution Approving a Premise Permit for 

Ducks Unlimited Frozen North Chapter to Conduct Lawful Gambling at 110 Railway St. 

NW (Rail 19 Bar & Grill) 

Erickson said Ducks Unlimited Frozen North Chapter has submitted a Minnesota Lawful 

Gambling LG214 Premise Permit Application to conduct lawful gambling via raffles at 

110 Railway St NW (Rail 19 Bar & Grill). Erickson said before Ducks Unlimited Frozen 

North Chapter submits the gambling application to the Gambling Control Board, the 

Council is required to approve the application.  Erickson said the City does not have a 

Gambling Ordinance and there are no additional requirements imposed by the City. 

Erickson said Staff is not aware of any violations that would prevent the City Council 

from approving Ducks Unlimited Frozen North Chapter LG214 Premises Permit 

Application.  A motion was made by Kodada and seconded by Pelava to approve 

Resolution 2024-25. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote 

against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 

 

11. OTHER BUSINESS 

a. Department & Council Reports 

 

Public Works: 

Dornfeld said the GSB88 Project is completed, working on the Kalina Park Disc Golf 

Course signage and tee box concrete pads, meter replacements, and dandelion treatment 

are underway. Councilmember Pelava informed Dornfeld of a used plumbing van that is 

for sale that Public Works may want to look at.  

 

City Engineer: 

Bisson said she is supporting Staff with projects, working on 2023 project punch list, and 

working on the booster station project.  

 

 City Administrator: 

Erickson said the second notice for the June 18th EDA Lunch & Learn was sent out, staff 

attended the May CVN Workshop, transitioning to the new timecard program. Erickson 

said the Small Cities Development Program Housing Rehabilitation Grant Program is 

now open for residents and the application is available on the City’s website.  

 

Community Development Planner: 

Hinz-Ibarra said the Main St Business Directory signs have been updated and hung, 

working election training schedule with the Rice County Election Team, and been 

collecting City of Lonsdale Cannabinoid Product Applications (eight local business are 

registered with the Minnesota Department of Health).  

 

Councilmember Wermerskirchen:  

Wermerskirchen said the Library Board Meeting was rescheduled, library construction is 

completed, and Smoke made a donation to support the Summer Reading Program.  
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Councilmember Kevin Kodada: 

Kodada said the May 20, 2024 Park Board and Planning & Zoning Commission Meetings 

were cancelled.  

 

Councilmember Furrer: 

Furrer said the EDA Meeting was on May 16, 2024, the 2025 budget was discussed, and 

the Beautifully Made MN, Touch of Lonsdale & Reiki with Bailee Grand Opening & 

Ribbon Cutting Event took place on May 18th.  

 

Councilmember Pelava: 

 Pelava said updates were covered.  

 

Mayor Rud: 

Rud recognized Staff for completing the 2023 Audit and conversation to the new 

financial accounting system. In closing, the Mayor said the Council is building a 

consensus and has the greater good of the city at heart.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

A motion was made by Kodada and seconded by Furrer to adjourn the meeting at 8:47 pm. Vote 

for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Pelava, and Furrer. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion 

carried. 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted:  

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Joel A. Erickson, City Administrator 


