MINUTES
CITY OF LONSDALE
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MAY 9, 2024

. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Tim Rud called a meeting of the Lonsdale City Council to order at 7:02 p.m. in the
City Council Chambers, 415 Central Street West.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Members Present: Brian Wermerskirchen, Kevin Kodada, Tim Rud, Scott Pelava, and
Cindy Furrer

Members Absent: None
City Staff Present:  City Administrator Joel Erickson, Public Works Director Joe Dornfeld,

Fire Chief Joe Pumper, City Engineer Shibani Bisson, and Community
Development Planner Cory Hinz-1barra

. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Mayor Rud asked if there were any additions, deletions, or corrections to the agenda. A
motion was made by Kodada and seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve the agenda. Vote
for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Pelava, and Furrer. VVote against: None. Abstained:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Consider Approval of the Minutes from the April 25, 2024 Regular Meeting

Mayor Rud asked if there were any additions, deletions, or corrections to the April 25, 2024
Regular Meeting Minutes. A motion was made by Furrer and seconded by Pelava to approve
the minutes as presented. VVote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Pelava, and Furrer. VVote
against: None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

PUBLIC HEARINGS
None

PRESENTATION OF CITIZEN PETITIONS AND COMMENTS

Bella and Colby Matchinski attended the meeting and introduced themselves. The Mayor
thanked them for attending the City Council Meeting.
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8. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA
None

9. OLD BUSINESS
None

10. NEW BUSINESS
a. Consider Approval to Accept Dave Dols Letter of Retirement from the Lonsdale Fire

Department
Pumper said Dave Dols has submitted his letter of retirement from the Lonsdale Fire
Department after 23 years of service. Pumper said Dols served two terms as Captain of
Company A and was a great asset to the Department. The Council recognized Dols and
thanked him for his service. A motion was made by Kodada and seconded by Pelava to
accept Dave Dol’s Letter of Retirement from the Lonsdale Fire Department. Vote for:
Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Pelava, and Furrer. VVote against: None. Vote: 5-0.
Motion carried.

b. Consider Approval to Accept Scott Sticha’s Letter of Retirement from the Lonsdale Fire
Department
Pumper said Scott Sticha has submitted his letter of retirement from the Lonsdale Fire
Department after 23 years of services. Pumper said Sticha served two terms as Captain of
Company D and one term as Assistant Fire Chief. Pumper said Sticha was a great
resource to the Department. The Council recognized Sticha and thanked him for his
service. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Furrer to accept Scott Sticha’s
Letter of Retirement from the Lonsdale Fire Department. VVote for: Wermerskirchen,
Kodada, Rud, Pelava, and Furrer. VVote against: None. VVote: 5-0. Motion carried.

c. Consider Approval to Authorize Staff to Advertise for up to Five Fire Fighters
Pumper said the Lonsdale Fire Department has twenty-five active firefighters after the
two retirements. Pumper said he would like to see thirty firefighters and is seeking the
Councils approval to advertise for five more fire fighters. Pumper said the hiring process
will remain the same as 2023. Pumper said there was a roster of eight candidates from
2023 and was anticipating up to five more applications in 2024. A motion was made by
Furrer and seconded by Wermerskirchen to authorize staff to advertise for up to five Fire
Fighters. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Pelava, and Furrer. VVote against:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.
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d. Consider Approval of Resolution 2024-15, a Resolution Accepting a Donation from the
Lonsdale Fireman’s Relief Association
Erickson said the Lonsdale Fireman’s Relief Association (LFRA) has made a donation in
the amount of $20,000 for the purchase of Class A uniforms for its members. Erickson
said the Class A uniforms are worn by members representing the Fire Department/City at
formal events such as banquets and funerals for its members or other first responders.
Erickson said the last time Class A uniforms were purchased at least twenty years ago
and donations must be used to benefit the City and its residents based on the conditions
approved by the Council. A motion was made by Kodada and seconded by
Wermerskirchen to approve Resolution 2024-15. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada,
Rud, Pelava, and Furrer. VVote against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

e. Consider Approval of Resolution 2024-16, a Resolution Accepting a Donation from the
Lonsdale Fireman’s Relief Association
Erickson said the Lonsdale Fireman’s Relief Association (LFRA) has made a donation in
the amount of $3,800 for the purchase of a treadmill. Erickson said the intent of the
treadmill is to provide an opportunity for members of the Fire Department to improve
cardiovascular fitness. Erickson said donations must be used to benefit the City and its
residents based upon the conditions approved by the City Council. The Council also
discussed a weight set that was recently delivered to the Fire Department. A motion was
made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Pelava to approve Resolution 2024-16. Vote
for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Pelava, and Furrer. VVote against: None. Vote: 5-0.
Motion carried.

f. Consider Approval of Resolution 2024-17, a Resolution Proclaiming Friday, May 23,
2024 as Poppy Day in the City of Lonsdale
Erickson said that Councilmember Furrer, a member of the American Legion Auxiliary
Unit 586, requested the City Council proclaim, Friday, May 24, 2024 as Poppy Day in
Lonsdale. Erickson then read “The Poppy Story” and how it became the official flower of
the American Legion family to memorialize the soldiers who fought and died during
World War I. Erickson said each year members of the American Legion Family distribute
poppies with a request that the person receiving the flower make a donation to support
veterans, active duty military personal and their families with medical and financial
needs. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Furrer to approve Resolution
2024-17. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Pelava, and Furrer. VVote against:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.
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g. Consider Approval to Select an Architect for the City Hall/Library Remodel Project
Erickson said this agenda item is a place holder from the Monday, May 6, 2024 Special
Meeting. At the Special Meeting, the Council, Library Director, and City Administrator
interviewed three out of the ten firms that submitted proposals for the City Hall/Library
Remodel Project. Erickson said, based upon the proposal, presentation, and discussion
after the interviews, the Council recommended entering an agreement with Widseth.
Erickson said he informed Widseth of the decision and is expecting to have the
agreement next week and project kickoff meeting before the end of the month. Erickson
discussed the future kick-off meeting and the Council is requesting to attend the meeting
and follow-up meetings during the project. A motion was made by Furrer and seconded
by Kodada to approve the proposal submitted by Widseth for the City Hall/Library
Remodel Project. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Pelava, and Furrer. Vote
against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

h. Consider Approval to Schedule Special Meetings to Discuss the City’s 2025 Budget and
Property Tax Levy
Erickson said it is hard to believe we are setting dates to discuss the 2025 budget.
Erickson said the focus of the first meeting is to discuss the short/long term fiscal needs
of the City such as facilities, Capital Improvement Plan, etc. Erickson then proposed the
Special meeting dates and the Council recommended the following dates:

June 10" — Monday (Kick Off Meeting
June 24" — Monday

July 15" — Monday

July 29" — Monday

August 7" — Wednesday

August 26" — Monday

September 16" - Monday

A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Furrer to approve to schedule
Special Meetings to Discuss the City’s 2025 Budget and Property Tax Levy: June 10",
June 24", July 15™, July 29", August 7*", August 26", and September 16™, 2024 all at
6:00 pm.. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Pelava, and Furrer. Vote against:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.
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Consider Approval of a Fire Service Contract Between the City of Lonsdale and Erin
Township

Erickson said at the February 2024 Lonsdale Fire Board Meeting, Erin, Forest, Webster,
and Wheatland Townships voiced concerns over the increase in the Fire Department’s
2025 budget. Erickson said at the meeting, the 2025 budget was approved unanimously
with the stipulation that at the August 2024 Fire Board Meeting, a new cost share formula
would be discussed and implemented in 2026. Erickson said that Webster Township
provided Staff with a sample agreement drafted by the Minnesota Associations of
Townships and the League of Minnesota Cities. Erickson said Staff used the sample
agreement and created a redline version and draft version of the agreement which was
sent to the Townships April 4, 2024. Erickson said it is still anticipated that the City’s
proposed agreement and cost participation formula will be discussed and considered at
the August Fire Board Meeting. Erickson then summarized the agreement between the
City of Lonsdale and Erin Township. A motion was made by Kodada and seconded by
Pelava to approve the Fire Service Contract between the City of Lonsdale and Erin
Township. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Pelava, and Furrer. VVote against:
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Consider Approval of a Fire Service Contract Between the City of Lonsdale and Forest
Township

Erickson said at the February 2024 Lonsdale Fire Board Meeting, Erin, Forest, Webster,
and Wheatland Townships voiced concerns over the increase in the Fire Department’s
2025 budget. Erickson said at the meeting, the 2025 budget was approved unanimously
with the stipulation that at the August 2024 Fire Board Meeting, a new cost share formula
would be discussed and implemented in 2026. Erickson said that Webster Township
provided Staff with a sample agreement drafted by the Minnesota Associations of
Townships and the League of Minnesota Cities. Erickson said Staff used the sample
agreement and created a redline version and draft version of the agreement which was
sent to the Townships April 4, 2024. Erickson said it is still anticipated that the City’s
proposed agreement and cost participation formula will be discussed and considered at
the August Fire Board Meeting. Erickson then summarized the agreement between the
City of Lonsdale and Forest Township. A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and
seconded by Furrer to approve the Fire Service Contract between the City of Lonsdale
and Forest Township. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Pelava, and Furrer. Vote
against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Page 5 of 8



k. Consider Approval of an Engineering Services Proposal Submitted by WSB in the Hour-
Not-to-Exceed Amount of $45,087.00 for the 2024 Ash St NE and 8" Ave SW Trail
Improvement Projects
Erickson summarized the 2024 Trail Improvement Plan and budget that was presented to
the Park Board and City Council. Erickson said it was approved to request a proposal
from WSB for engineering services for the 2024 Ash St NE and 8™ Ave SW Trail
Improvement Projects. Erickson said he received a proposal for the 2024 Ash St NE and
8" Ave SW from WSB in the hourly not to exceed amount of $48,087.00. Erickson said
it has been discussed that the funds allocated for trail maintenance could be used to help
fund the pickleball court projects and Staff will be receiving quotes in June. A motion
was made by Kodada and seconded by Furrer to approve the Engineering Services
Proposal Submitted by WSB in the Hour-Not-to-Exceed amount of $45,087.00 for the
2024 Ash St NE and 8" Ave SW Trail Improvement Projects. Vote for: Wermerskirchen,
Kodada, Rud, Pelava, and Furrer. VVote against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

I.  Consider Approval of Resolution 2024-18, a Resolution Approving the Booster Station
Rehabilitation Plans and Specifications and Authorize Advertisement for Bids
Dornfeld said the plans and specifications for the Booster Station Rehabilitation Project
are near completion. Dornfeld said the project includes the removal and the replacement
of the pumps, piping, pressure storage tank, air compressor, meter, HVAC equipment,
electrical components, and system controls along with minor building modification for
accessibility / maintenance. Dornfeld outlined the project timeline and requested City
Council approval of Resolution 2024-18. A motion was made by Kodada and seconded
by Furrer to approve Resolution 2024-18. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud,
Pelava, and Furrer. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

m. Consider Approval of Application for Payment No. 7 (Final) in the Amount of
$69,848.23 to BCM Construction for the 2022 Street Improvement Project
Bisson said the 2022 Street and Utility Improvement Project was awarded to BCM
Construction on February 24, 2022. Bison listed the streets and alleys that were
reconstructed and said the BCM Construction has completed all the work to the City’s
satisfaction. Bisson said BCM Construction submitted the required documents for final
payment. Bisson requested Council approval of Application for Payment No. 7 (Final) in
the amount of $69,848.23 to BCM Construction. A motion was made by Pelava and
seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve Application for Payment No. 7 (Final) in the
amount of $69,848.23 to BCM Construction for the 2022 Street Improvement Project.
Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Pelava, and Furrer. VVote against: None. Vote:
5-0. Motion carried.

n. Presentation of the City’s 2023 Community Development Report
Hinz-lbarra presented the 2023 Community Development Report which included
Population trends, Building Permit Statistics, Land Use Permits, Real Estate Home Sales,
Land Development, and Vacancies through April 18, 2024. After the presentation the
Council discussed current fees and approaches to attract home builders to Lonsdale to
develop land within the city limits.
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11. OTHER BUSINESS
a. Department & Council Reports

Public Works:

Dornfeld said GSB88 preservation is starting on 8" Ave NE tomorrow, Public Works
Staff are busy mowing and trimming, Lead and Copper sampling is to begin, returning to
the disc golf installation, the Skate Park security camera installation is underway, and
made interior improvements at the Liquor Store.

City Engineer:
Bisson said the Mill Street Watermain Extension Project is out for bids and quotes are

due on May 14" and bids are due for the Mill and Overlay Project are due on May 21%.
Bisson said the 2024 Trail Improvement plans will be started soon and the Wellhead
Protection Plan collection of data has started.

City Administrator:

Erickson said the City Hall/Library Project will be moving forward now, mosquito
control will be starting on May 21 weather permitting, working with the Police Chief to
finalize the Collective Bargaining Agreement with the PD Union, attended Election
Judge Training and is working on the updated lease agreement with the Villages.

Community Development Planner:

Hinz-lbarra said he was working on a Memorial Bench purchase, processing several
spring permits, preparing for the mid-summer Rice County Election Trainings, and
updating the Main Street Business Directory signs.

Councilmember Wermerskirchen:

Wermerskirchen said the Liquor Store met this week, security system is in, Tasting was
last weekend, there was cost savings discussion, and how different cities are managing
THC beverages.

Councilmember Kevin Kodada:
Kodada said the next Park Board and Planning & Zoning Commission Meetings is next
Monday night.

Councilmember Furrer:
Furrer said the EDA is meeting next week.

Councilmember Pelava:
Pelava said that next Tuesday is the Lonsdale Chamber of Commerce Street Fair and
Business Expo by Mackenthun’s from 5:00 pm — 7:30 pm.

Mayor Rud:
Rud said the City’s growth is remarkable and was made possible through the

contributions of many people and Staff.
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12. ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Kodada to adjourn the meeting at
8:39 pm. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Pelava, and Furrer. VVote against: None.
Vote: 5-0. Motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted:

Joel A. Erickson, City Administrator
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