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MINUTES 

CITY OF LONSDALE 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

JULY 25, 2024 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Tim Rud called a meeting of the Lonsdale City Council to order at 7:01 p.m. in the 

City Council Chambers, 415 Central Street West. 

 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance. 

 

3. ROLL CALL 

Members Present: Brian Wermerskirchen, Kevin Kodada, Tim Rud, Cindy Furrer, and 

Scott Pelava  

 

Members Absent:   None 

 

City Staff Present: City Administrator Joel Erickson, Public Works Director Joe Dornfeld, 

City Graduate Engineer Nathan Kock, and Community Development 

Planner Cory Hinz-Ibarra 

  

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Mayor Rud asked if there were any additions, deletions, or corrections to the agenda. A 

motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Furrer to approve the agenda as presented. 

Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote against:  None. Abstained:  

None. Vote:  5-0. Motion carried. 

 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Consider Approval of the Minutes from the July 11, 2024 Regular Meeting  

Mayor Rud asked if there were any additions, deletions, or corrections to the July 11, 2024 

Regular Meeting Minutes. A motion was made by Furrer and seconded by Kodada to 

approve the minutes as presented. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and 

Pelava. Vote against:  None. Abstained:  None. Vote:  5-0. Motion carried. 

 

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

None 

  

7. PRESENTATION OF CITIZEN PETITIONS AND COMMENTS 

None 
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8. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 

Mayor Rud reviewed the items on the Consent Agenda and asked if anyone wanted any items 

pulled for discussion. A motion was made by Kodada and seconded by Wermerskirchen to 

approve the Consent Agenda as presented. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, 

and Pelava. Vote against:  None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 

 

9. OLD BUSINESS 

None 

 

10.  NEW BUSINESS 

a. Consider Approval of a Request Submitted by Rail 19 Bar & Grill, LLC to Temporary 

Amend their Liquor License and Close Railway St. NW (Highway 19 to 2nd Ave NW) 

Erickson said Rail 19 Bar & Grill, LLC has requested the City to amend their liquor 

licenses to temporarily include a fenced in area contiguous to the south side of their 

building on Friday, August 9th and Saturday, August 10th for Community Day. Erickson 

said a portion of Railway St. NW would be fenced and patrons would enter the fenced 

area by going through the interior of the building. Erickson said the proposed time for the 

license amendment/road closure is 9:00 am Friday, August 9th until 2:00 am on Saturday, 

August 10th. Erickson said Rail 19 Bar & Grill, LLC will need to obtain the necessary 

insurance providing coverage for the fenced in area.  A motion was made by 

Wermerskirchen and seconded by Kodada to approve the request submitted by Rail 19 

Bar & Grill, LLC to temporary amend their liquor license and close Railway St. NW 

(Highway 19 to 2nd Ave NE). Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and 

Pelava. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 

 

b. Consider Approval to Reschedule the October 31, 2024 City Council Meeting to 

Monday, October 28, 2024, the November 28, 2024 City Council Meeting to Monday, 

November 25, 2024, and the December 26, 2024 City Council Meeting to Monday, 

December 23, 2024 

Erickson said Staff is requesting the last City Council Meetings in October, November, 

and December be rescheduled due to the close proximity of the holiday dates. Erickson 

recommended rescheduling the October 31, 2024 City Council Meeting to Monday, 

October 28, 2024, the November 28, 2024 City Council Meeting to Monday, November 

25, 2024, and the December 26, 2024 City Council Meeting to Monday, December 23, 

2024.  A motion was made by Kodada and seconded by Furrer to approve rescheduling 

the October 31, 2024 City Council Meeting to Monday, October 28, 2024, the November 

28, 2024 City Council Meeting to Monday, November 25, 2024, and the December 26, 

2024 City Council Meeting to Monday, December 23, 2024.Vote for: Wermerskirchen, 

Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 
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c. Consider Approval of Resolution 2024-33, a Resolution Accepting a Bid for the 2024 

Trail Improvement Project 

Kock said at the June 27, 2024 meeting, the Council approved plans and specifications 

and authorized staff to obtain quotes for the Ash St. NE and 8th Ave SW Trail Projects. 

Kock said two bids were received on July 16, 2024 and summarized the Alternates 1 and 

Alternates 2. Kock said BKJ Land Co II submitted the low bid which was 4% under the 

Engineer’s estimate. Kock said a right of way entry will be obtained from the property 

owner at 810 Heritage Dr SW for grading and restoration along the 8th Ave SW new trail 

constructed within the right of way. Kock said $150,000 is budgeted in 2024 for Trail 

Projects and the Council previously discussed using the funds for the Pickleball Project. 

Kock said staff was recommending option #2 in the amount of $42,621.00 to BKJ Land 

Co II. The Council discussed the future timeline of Ash St NE Trail Project, cost 

reduction options which included inhouse work, and life expectancy of the existing trail. 

The Council discussed the importance of the trail system and requested Staff to contact 

the contractor to negotiate an approach to complete both of the 2024 trail projects.  A 

motion was made by Kodada and seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve Alternate 2 in 

the amount of $42,621.00 to BKJ Land Co II and enter cost savings negotiations for the 

Ash St NE Trail Project. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. 

Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 

 

11. OTHER BUSINESS 

a. Department & Council Reports 

 

Public Works: 

Dornfeld said the security camera posts have been installed at the Compost Site and 

Sticha Park, staff finished pouring the tee box pads, board walk installation will start at 

Kalina Park Disc Golf Course next week, poured fuel barrel pad at the Public Works 

Shop, and CSAH 4 paving scheduled for tomorrow.  

 

City Graduate Engineer: 

Kock said the Mill & Overlay Project Water Main Project is completed, the Water Main 

Project passed inspection, and the Booster Station Pre-Con Meeting is scheduled on July 

31, 2024.  

 

 City Administrator: 

Erickson said he was working on the 2025 budget and received quotes for property and 

health insurance, attended Election Judge Training, discussed zoning and utilities with a 

housing developer yesterday, Special Budget Meeting is scheduled for Monday, July 29th, 

and upcoming Fire Board Meeting is on August 5, 2024.  
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Community Development Planner: 

Hinz-Ibarra said the State Primary Health Care Facility Voting took place at the Villages 

of Lonsdale on July 23rd, attending Rice County Election Trainings, and coordinating 

upcoming planning for the Tuesday, August 13, 2024 State Primary Election.  

 

Councilmember Wermerskirchen:  

Wermerskirchen said the Library Board was rescheduled to yesterday, interviews for the 

Library Tech 1 position will take place next Wednesday, new library furniture will be 

arriving the first week of August, over 190 kids participated in the Summer Reading 

Program, MLA Conference proposal was accepted, planning a grand reopening event, 

and recognized Minnesota Millwork & Fixtures for their work and support.     

 

Councilmember Kodada: 

Kodada said the Park Board and Planning and Zoning Commission met on July 15, 2024, 

the Park Board is covering Chapter 7 Trail and Open Space Comprehensive Plan, the 

Planning Commission reviewed City Code 153.071 and scheduled a public hearing for 

Ordinance 2024-328, amending City Code 153.071 Fences on August 19, 2024, and will 

be discussing City Code 153.077 Off-Street Parking and Storage at the next meeting.   

 

Councilmember Furrer: 

Furrer said the EDA met last week and was unable to attend the meeting and deferred to 

Councilmember Pelava to provide the update. 

 

Councilmember Pelava: 

Pelava said the EDA discussed future marketing initiatives due to the sale of the Business 

Park, met with Westbrack Marketing to discuss promotional and social media 

management contract, and moved forward with a set $50,000 budget amount in the EDA 

Revolving Loan Fund.  

 

Mayor Rud: 

Rud congratulated Councilmember Pelava for being nominated the Community Day 

Grand Marshall, recommended identifying the vision/future location of the next Business 

Park with the Advisory Boards, recommended working towards the grand opening of the 

Kalina Park Disc Golf Course dedication, discussed future housing expansion with 

Loomis in the Harmony Meadows 2nd Addition development, and thanked Rice County 

Commissioner Docken for his development support, and recognized the new businesses 

downtown.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Pelava to adjourn the meeting at 7:27 

pm. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. 

Motion carried. 
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Respectfully Submitted:  

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Joel A. Erickson, City Administrator 


