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MINUTES 
CITY OF LONSDALE 

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
AUGUST 29, 2024 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Tim Rud called a meeting of the Lonsdale City Council to order at 7:01 p.m. in the 
City Council Chambers, 415 Central Street West. 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance. 
 

3. ROLL CALL 
Members Present: Brian Wermerskirchen, Kevin Kodada, Tim Rud, Cindy Furrer, and 

Scott Pelava  
 
Members Absent:   None 
 
City Staff Present: City Administrator Joel Erickson, Public Works Director Joe Dornfeld, 

City Engineer Shibani Bisson, Fire Chief Joe Pumper, and Community 
Development Planner Cory Hinz-Ibarra 

  
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Mayor Rud asked if there were any additions, deletions, or corrections to the agenda. 
Erickson requested Item 10.G to be added to the agenda for the Council to consider a Closed 
Session to discuss the sale of a City owned parcel. A motion was made by Pelava and 
seconded by Furrer to approve the agenda with the requested addition. Vote for: 
Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote against:  None. Abstained:  None. 
Vote:  5-0. Motion carried. 
 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Consider Approval of the Minutes from the July 29, 2024 Special Meeting, August 7, 2024 
Special Meeting, and the August 8, 2024 Regular Meeting  
Mayor Rud asked if there were any additions, deletions, or corrections to the July 29, 2024 
Special Meeting, August 7, 2024 Special Meeting, and the August 8, 2024 Regular Meeting 
Minutes. A motion was made by Kodada and seconded by Furrer to approve the minutes as 
presented. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote against:  None. 
Abstained:  None. Vote:  5-0. Motion carried. 

 
6. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

None 
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7. PRESENTATION OF CITIZEN PETITIONS AND COMMENTS 
The Mayor said the Citizen Petitions and Comments is limited to two minutes and the floor is 
open to speak. 
 
Senator Bill Lieske, 320 2nd Ave NE, said he saw an interesting post on social media and 
found it rude and obnoxious. Lieske said let’s speak to the issue and said there may be an 
issue with the police officer’s pay scale and contract. Lieske said the State approved in 2023 
funding to assist cities with law enforcement. Lieske said the City received on May 30, 2024 
$200,000 in efforts to help with law enforcement, retention bonuses, increased salaries, and 
equipment. Lieske said it was something we did at the State level and hopefully that will help 
with the discussions moving forward. Lieske thanked the City Council. 
 
Steve Cherney, 1509 Connecticut Dr SE, said he wanted to make mention that he would 
volunteer himself to the Council to do more research with respect to the clinic and try to 
bring individual folks rather than big boxes to the City. Cherney said he would offer his 
services free of charge.  
 
The Mayor said that would conclude this item and thanked everyone for coming to the 
Council Meeting. The Mayor said he suspected it was because of the Bob Charlie’s social 
media posts. The Mayor said he believes Bob Charlie is a fictional character from the Mike 
Tyson video game which was kind of funny. The Mayor said it was good to see the 
candidates attending the Council Meeting and thanked them for attending.  

 
8. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 

Mayor Rud reviewed the items on the Consent Agenda and asked if anyone wanted any items 
pulled for discussion. A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Kodada to approve the 
Consent Agenda as presented. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. 
Vote against:  None. Abstained: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 
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9. OLD BUSINESS 
a. Consider Approval of Resolution 2024-35, a Resolution Pertaining to the Pickleball 

Courts Project 
Hinz-Ibarra said at the August 8, 2024 Meeting, the Council tabled the Pickleball Courts 
Project until the August 29, 2024 Meeting. Hinz-Ibarra said the Council requested 
Stordahl to follow up with K.A. Witt Construction, Inc. to verify the bid hold length and 
adjusted timeline. Hinz-Ibarra said Stordahl said that if the completion dates are 
modified, the construction could still be completed this year and the court surfacing and 
nets could be installed next year. Hinz-Ibarra then summarized the bids and costs that 
were received and highlighted the low bid received by K.A. Witt Construction, Inc. and 
current funding options available for the Pickleball Courts Project. The Council discussed 
the project and concluded that the City still has the plans and specifications on file and 
other priorities will be addressed at this time. The Mayor said historically park funding 
has been from land development, donations, and from Lonsdale Liquor. The Mayor said 
that the Council appreciates it when the public attends the meetings and hears the facts, 
accomplishments, and sees how decisions are formed.  A motion was made by Kodada 
and seconded by Wermerskirchen to approve Resolution 2024-35, a resolution rejecting 
the bids received for the 2024 Pickleball Project. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, 
Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 

 
10.  NEW BUSINESS 

a. Consider Approval of the City’s 2024/25 Property Casualty Insurance 
Coverage/Premium in the Amount of $166,602.00 
Pete Flicek, Flicek Insurance of Montgomery, Inc. summarized the City’s 2024/25 
Property / Casualty Insurance coverage. Flicek said there has been a significant cost 
increase due to the purchase of the clinic and the building being vacant at this time. 
Flicek said that the League of Minnesota Cities sent an agent out to evaluate the 
replacement cost of the building and to determine the proper amount of insurance 
coverage. Flicek said once construction begins for the remodel, the annual premium will 
be lowered and pro-rated due to the building being occupied. Flicek said overall, the 
premium coverage rate went up by 5%. Flicek clarified that this was a replacement cost 
policy, policy effective date of August 2, 2024, and continued Equipment Breakdown 
Coverage was included. Erickson said the Equipment Breakdown Coverage has benefited 
the City in the past year.  A motion was made by Kodada and seconded by Pelava to 
approve the City’s 2024/25 Property Casualty Insurance/Premium in the amount of 
$166,602.00. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote against: 
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 
 
The Mayor said with the big crowd tonight, this would be a good time to discuss the 
future City Hall and clarify the project.  The Mayor summarized the history of the City’s 
involvement in the development of the clinic and how the City was able to purchase the 
building from the City of Northfield. The Mayor said that Staff reached out to several 
health care providers in the hopes of bringing another provider to Lonsdale before the 
City purchased the building earlier this year. The Mayor said the City was able to work 
out a deal with the City of Northfield and was able to acquire the building under the 
value. The Mayor said, we as a Council wanted to establish a City Campus next to the 
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Police Station with eventually adding the Library. The Mayor said the purchase was for 
the future and all of us.  

 
b. Consider Approval to Accept Jim Turek’s Letter of Resignation from the Lonsdale Fire 

Department 
Pumper said Jim Turek has submitted his letter of retirement from the Lonsdale Fire 
Department effective August 5, 2024. Pumper said Turek has served on the Fire 
Department for the last 23 years and has been a great asset and will be missed. The 
Council thanked Turek for his years of service.  A motion was made by Furrer and 
seconded by Pelava to accept Jim Turek’s Letter of Resignation from the Lonsdale Fire 
Department. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote against: 
None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 

 
c. Consider Approval to Make a Conditional Job Offer to Michael Nepsund as Fire Fighter 

Pumper summarized the Lonsdale Fire Department recruitment, hiring plan, and 
interview process. Pumper said nine applications were received during the recruitment 
initiative and six candidates were interviewed and performed agility evaluations on 
Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Pumper said the Fire Department Interview Panel was 
recommending conditional job offers be made to the following applicants: Michael 
Nepsund, Jordan Chlan, John McNair III, and Alec Grahm. Pumper said upon the 
successful completion of the background checks and physical, they would become 
probationary members and start training at the end of September. Pumper said there have 
been a few retirements in the past few months and the recommended candidates would be 
filling their positions. Pumper said hiring these four would bring the department up to 29 
members. Pumper confirmed to the Council that a full roster is 30 members.  A motion 
was made by Pelava and seconded by Furrer to approve making a conditional job offer to 
Michael Nepsund as Fire Fighter. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and 
Pelava. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 

 
d. Consider Approval to Make a Conditional Job Offer to Jordan Chlan as Fire Fighter 

A motion was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Pelava to make a conditional 
job offer to Jordan Chlan as Fire Fighter. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, 
Furrer, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 
 

e. Consider Approval to Make a Conditional Job Offer to John McNair III as Fire Fighter 
A motion was made by Kodada and seconded by Furrer to make a conditional job offer to 
John McNair III as Fire Fighter. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and 
Pelava. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 

 
f. Consider Approval to Make a Conditional Job Offer to Alec Grahm as Fire Fighter 

A motion was made by Furrer and seconded by Kodada to make a conditional job offer to 
Alec Grahm as Fire Fighter. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. 
Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 
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g. Consider Approval of a Quote Submitted by Core & Main in the Amount of $7,900.00 
for a Handheld Water Meter Reader 
Dornfeld said that Staff are in need of replacing the handheld water meter reader because 
the current model is no longer supported and having issues. Dornfeld said Staff received 
one quote from Core & Main for a new water meter reader in the amount of $7,900 which 
is the only model compatible with the current mixture of Sensus MXU models within the 
City. Dornfeld summarized the history of the City’s MXU’s, replacement program, 
technology, future goal, and annual budget. Dornfeld confirmed to the Council that 50% 
of MXU’s have been replaced and under warranty for 20 years. Dornfeld clarified that 
the MXU’s with less than 10 years of warranty remaining are the priority MXU’s that are 
being replaced annually and the cost is not being passed upon to the homeowners. 
Dornfeld confirmed to the Council the individual cost of the MXU and that in 2025 a 
little over $20,000 is budgeted for replacements which has been consistent since 2015.  A 
motion was made by Furrer and seconded by Pelava to approve the quote submitted by 
Core & Main in the amount of $7,900.00. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, 
Furrer, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 
 

h. Consider Approval of a LG240B Application to Conduct Excluded Bingo Submitted by 
the American Legion Auxiliary Unit 586 to Conduct Bingo on November 8, 2024 
Erickson said the City received a gambling application submitted by the American 
Legion Auxiliary Unit 586 to conduct one bingo event at the Legion on November 8, 
2024. Erickson said it is the same request as in the past years and Staff is not aware of 
any reason not to approve the application. Erickson said the City is required to approve 
the application prior to it being submitted to the Minnesota Gambling Board.  A motion 
was made by Wermerskirchen and seconded by Kodada to approve the LG240B 
Application to Conduct Bingo submitted by the American Legion Auxiliary Unit 586 to 
conduct Bingo on November 8, 2024. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, 
and Pelava. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 

 
i. Consider Approval of Resolution 2024-36, a Resolution Transferring an Amount Not-to-

Exceed $35,000.00 from the Liquor Fund to the Park Fund to Fund the Kalina Disc Golf 
Course Project 
Erickson said during the 2024 budget process, it was discussed and approved to construct 
a disc golf course at Kalina Park and funded by a $90,000 transfer from the Liquor Fund. 
Erickson said the Public Works Department mowed the park to delineate the fairways of 
the course, constructed tee pads, and installed baskets and signage. Erickson said Staff is 
working on the projects final cost which is expected to come in under budget and 
requesting the Council to consider approval of Resolution 2024-36, a Resolution 
Transferring an Amount Not-to-Exceed $35,000 from the Liquor Fund to the Park Fund 
to fund the Kalina Park Disc Golf Project. Erickson said the Liquor Fund balance as of 
July 31, 2024 was $278,493.26.  A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Kodada 
to approve Resolution 2024-36. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and 
Pelava. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 
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g.  Discuss an Offer Presented to the City for the Purchase of a Portion of 1400 Commerce 
Dr SE. 
Mayor Rud said there is another business that has made an offer on City property 
recommended the City Council go into a Closed Session to consider the offer. Mayor 
Rud said the Council will review the offer and for what the City is willing to sell it for. 
Mayor Rud said per Minnesota Statute 13D.05 Subdivision 3, the Council will move into 
a closed meeting.  The Mayor called the meeting back to order and said the Council went 
into a Closed Session to discuss an offer for a portion of 1400 Commerce Dr SE. Mayor 
Rud said the City has agreed to sell the parcel for $1.34 per square foot. Mayor Rud said 
once negotiations are completed, the sale will become public record and discussed at 
future meetings.  A motion was made by Kodada and seconded by Pelava to accept the 
purchase offer for a portion of 1400 Commerce Dr SE. Vote for: Wermerskirchen, 
Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion carried. 

 
11. OTHER BUSINESS 

a. Department & Council Reports 
 

Public Works: 
Dornfeld said he attended the Kalina Park Disc Golf Course Ribbon Cutting Event on 
Tuesday, August 27th, Public Works is currently patching, working on D.O.T. inspections 
for the trucks, received the permit for Wastewater Treatment Plant, Chloride Variance is 
active, and recognized and thanked Public Works Seasonal Employee Reid Peterson for 
his great work this summer.   

 
City Engineer: 
Bisson said the 2024 Trail Projects will start in mid-September and will be completed in 
early October, materials are being ordered for the Booster Station Rehab Project and the 
project is starting in October and will be completed by the end of the year, letters will be 
sent to the residents in the high pressure zone in the Northwest area when the Booster 
Station goes off-line, and working on 2024 punch list items.  

 
 City Administrator: 

Erickson said he was working on the City Hall Project and finalizing the project timeline 
and Open House date, four residents have qualified for the Housing Rehab Grant from 
DEED and home inspections are being scheduled next week, the Scattercat Ribbon 
Cutting Event is tomorrow at 11:00 am, working on the 2025 budget, met with TCU to 
discuss keeping Girls Varsity Softball in Lonsdale, and scheduling employee health care 
insurance meeting.  

 
Community Development Planner: 
Hinz-Ibarra said the Kalina Park Disc Golf Course Ribbon Cutting Event took place on 
Tuesday, August 27th, continuing to update the new website, and working with 
Westbrack Marketing in the development of the October marketing calendar.  
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Councilmember Wermerskirchen:  
Wermerskirchen said the Library Board met and will be closed the first few weeks in 
September to move the books into the space and is happy that the City is working with 
Westbrack Marketing. Wermerskirchen asked Erickson when the police contract will be 
discussed. Erickson said at the next Council Meeting.  

 
Councilmember Kodada: 
Kodada said the Park Board did not meet on the August 19th due to the Grand Opening 
Event for the Kalina Park Disc Golf Course on the 27th. Kodada said the event was well 
attended and thanked Staff. Kodada said the Planning and Zoning Commission met a few 
weeks ago and discussed the Fence and Off-Street Parking and Storage on Residential 
Property City Codes.  
 
Councilmember Furrer: 
Furrer said the EDA met on August 15th and approved the Westbrack Marketing 
proposal, finished the 2025 budget, and the next Lunch & Learn is scheduled for 
September 17, 2024 which is about Retirement & Successional Planning.  

 
Councilmember Pelava: 
Pelava said Community Days was a success and thanked all of the local businesses, 
Public Works, Liquor Store, and volunteers.  

 
Mayor Rud: 
Mayor Rud said he had more discussions with a developer on a parcel on South Main 
north of the soccer fields and the possible new development in the spring. Mayor Rud 
said in closing, he has enjoyed his time as Mayor of Lonsdale and to hold office is a 
privilege.  

 
ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Pelava and seconded by Furrer to adjourn the meeting at 8:31 pm. Vote 
for: Wermerskirchen, Kodada, Rud, Furrer, and Pelava. Vote against: None. Vote: 5-0. Motion 
carried. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted:  
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Joel A. Erickson, City Administrator 


